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Sunday, February 9", 2014

THIS Sunday, February 9", 1 year memorial service for the
| Servant of God Yousef Osta Tannous offered by his family

ﬁ May his memory be eternal! ' %T

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15)---Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my

conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my

sufferings; and what befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions | endured; yet

from them all, the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be

persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as

for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it

and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct

you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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St. Luke. (18:10-14)--The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank
Thee that | am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. | fast
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up
his eyes to Heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man
went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and
Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver
us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord,
glory to Thee.

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose
the Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in
darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine
arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.
Thy work of justice did reveal Thee to Thy community as a
Canon of faith. The likeness of humility and the teacher of
abstinence. O, Thou Father and great Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore
by humility thou didst achieve exaltation, by Thy meekness
wealth, intercede therefore, intercede with Christ that He will save
our souls.

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the
Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and
didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm
them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of
mankind.
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Sunday, February 9", Holy Bread of Oblation will be offered by:

€ Ashraf, Raya, Ishaq and Sarah Qagish in loving memory of daughter and Sister Margaret Qagish. May her
blessed memory be eternal!

@ Paul Dudum and family in loving memory of Tommy Dudum (6 months remembrance). May his memory be
eternal!

@ Tannous families in memory of Yousef Osta Tannous. May his memory be eternal!

Altar Candles & Coffee Hour Jssd Jyalid
@ Ishag and Margarett Qagish and family in loving memory of granddaughter Margaret Qaqish. May her
memory be eternal!
@ Ibrahim, Muna, Jad, Nada and Saliba Habash for their good health. Many years!
@ Jeries and Josephine Tannous for the good health of his children and their families and all the Tannous
families. Many years!
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or more.

Ladies Auxiliary meeting will take place on
Sunday, February 9 after the Divine Liturgy in the church

The Antiochian Archdiocese Department of Youth and Parish Ministry announces that
the 2014 Francis Maria Scholarship Application is now available online at

http://www.teensoyo.org/Pages/Scholarships.aspx
For questions on this application: Call 781-255-1757 E-mail Fr Joseph@OrthodoxYouth.com

House Blessing continues If you have not heard from us regarding blessing of your house,
please contact the church office to schedule a visit from the priest
"FpB bbb CEOKETp FhB
A 5 5Ly 5 i i A€l Ci€ay JuaiV) ela oK) i Gy oS5 Jal (e 2y oS5 Jual o 13



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001GRlmdHzv-p9DPcEJn-vG8XEBtd-Kmk6r_pUIyYjypiyzntqNxPopxRo-RPbRgbjMdnW4AhYMWGXn50hA3Od8hhtGBCzWt0ZIvxGnzk9qbuSZs1H3naJkZhYwRidNQx327byzDH5vX8XA9wnWXvavqw==
mailto:Joseph@OrthodoxYouth.com

AGod be merciful to me, a bwHrhhor&atash ( T he

"God, I thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-
collector”. It is strange to think that, according to the Lord's parable that we hear in today's Gospel (Luke
18:10-14), these proud words are part of a prayer! As the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity our Lord
has heard millions of prayers since the creation of human beings. No prayers are strange to Him. He has
heard similar ones many, many times. He knows very well the illusions that people build and strive to
maintain. How common it is for people to compare themselves to others and congratulate themselves for
not being as bad! Yet this is an illusion, since we can not really know what is in other people's hearts and
minds, and most of their deeds remain unknown to us. The Lord alone knows all these things. Yet we
continue to judge and compare. This illusion is very dangerous to us. How can we become the very best
that we can be, if we are always trying with all our might to persuade ourselves that we are fine just as we
are - in fact better than most? We can never grow if we insist on remaining at our present level of
knowledge, or ability, or awareness, or morality. And if we do not grow than we deteriorate. This is the
inescapable law of life in this universe. Stagnation is not tolerated. In the spiritual and moral sense, we can
keep on growing to become saints, or we shall degenerate to become monsters.

If we are honest with ourselves, from time to time we can find traces of both of these within ourselves. It is
true: we can indeed be kind, compassionate, forgiving and loving. We can also be cruel, thoughtless, cold
and brutal. Each one of us has this within us to a greater or lesser degree! The Pharisee's error was that he
wanted to see only the good things in himself. He wanted to see bad things only in other people, not in
himself. So he persuaded himself that they were not there - that he was only good, and only others were
bad.The tax-collector, on the other hand, was open to seeing the dark things within himself. He did not try
to make alibis for himself by pointing out how much worse other people were. He simply asked God to be
merciful to him. His prayer was humble and realistic: "God be merciful to me a sinner". It is a good prayer.
It is the kind that opens the door to God's treasury of grace - His help which makes us grow. Can we learn
to pray like that? We can if we want to. Or we can go on living the boring, fantasy life of the Pharisee. It is
hard keeping up an illusion. It is easier to live in reality.

St Nicholas Orthodox Church
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Proudly Presents Palestinian

, ,_.PERSTAR smgers

$100 per ticket
Doors open 7:30 PM

Q/@ Purchase your tickets today by contacting Salim Qaru (650) . 6\' b

TN 642-0168, Sana Jada (650) 255-1380, Mourice Kari (650) 455- g o
*O 1600 or Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 )
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\JCSUS CHRIST

YOU shall love the o
LORD yvyour God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your strength,
with all your mind; and your

NEIGHBOR

as yourself.
-= Luke 10:27

Parish Life Conference 2014

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West

Please save thhe date

St. Nicheolas Antiochian Orthodox Church in San Francisco
is pleased to host the 2014 Parish Life Conference
for the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West

July 2-6, 201 4.
At the Hyatt Burlingame

1333 Bayshore Hwy Burlingame, CA 94010
(650) 347-1234.

www.LAPLC. org



THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

/ \

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

ISSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.




Maher Aljada :
- Hair Stylist (415) 424-5353 :

X Allure Salon
. Park Plaza 1590 El Camino Real  San Bruno, CA 94066 !

St. Nicholas Banguet Room

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.
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