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Sunday, January 11", 2015

House Blessing Starts on Wednesday, January 7"
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki started his visitation for house
blessings on Wednesday, January 7™. You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for scheduling.
If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the office or Fr. George at (586) 214-4428.

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to the Hebrews. (13:7-16)Brethren, remember your leaders, those who spoke to
you the Word of God; consider the outcome of their life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings; for it is well that the
heart be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited their adherents. We have an altar
from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also
suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through His own blood. Therefore, let us go forth to
Him outside the camp and bear the abuse He endured. For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the
city, which is to come. Through Him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that acknowledge His Name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.
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THE GOSPEL St. Matthew. (4:12-17)At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulon and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of
Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light
has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+« Lamis Malouf Bachir and Wafa Vassilakis and family in loving memory of mother Souraya Baker
and brother Josef Milano Malouf. May their memory be eternal!
« Afaf, Lana, and Peter Dudum, Joyce Imprescia, June Strickland and family in loving memory of
Thomas Dudum on the occasion of his birthday. May his memory be eternal!

Coffee Hour offered by:
++ John and Trix Salih and family in loving memory of sister Souraya Baker and nephew Josef Milano
Malouf. May their memory be eternal!

Announcements:

=>» This Sunday January }1‘“ we will be having Awamat (Zalabieh 4xY 3) offered by St.
Nicholas Church. _s. il ole J<

= Youth meeting will be held on Monday January 12" at 7:00 pm. At Natalie Hanhan’s House.
Address: 111 Estate Dr. San Bruno.

= Ladies Auxiliary meeting will take place on January 14" at 6:30 pm in the church hall.

=> Young Adult Winter Retreat The Fellowship of St. John the Divine will be hosting their second
annual Young Adult Winter Retreat in Big Bear, CA from January 16-18, 2015. The retreat is very
inexpensive so that young adults from all over the diocese can attend. Join young adults from across the
diocese for a weekend of prayer, fellowship, and fun! The speakers will be Mother Victoria from St.
Barbara Monastery & Fr. David Sommer. $50/$75 w/ Lift Ticket. More information and registration can
be found on the website www.dlawyoungadults.com. Or contact Tariq Rantisi : (650) 290-3492.

= St. Nicholas Parish General Assembly meeting will take place on Sunday, January 25",
In order to have the right for voting, you have to be spiritually qualified, also a member in good
standing and paid your dues for 2014.

= Men’s Fellowship meeting will take place on Tuesday 27" @ 7:30 pm.

=»SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015. By the grace of God, we invite you to
prayerfully participate in the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West Enthronement Gala Celebration of

HIS EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN JOSEPH
ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
Saturday, January 31, 2015
Sheraton Universal Hotel — Universal City, California
Benefitting St. Nicholas Camp and Youth Education Programs
3:30 PM Clergy and Clergy Wives Reception
5:00 PM Great Vespers Service
6:00 PM Cocktail Reception
7:30 PM Dinner and Program
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Please note there will be a Youth and Young Adult Brunch with Metropolitan JOSEPH on Saturday 11:00
AM and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy beginning with Orthros on Sunday 9:15 AM Both of these events
will take place at St. Nicholas Cathedral : 2300 West 3" Street, Los Angeles, CA 90057

Adult Tickets are $185.00 per person, Young Adult Ticket 18-30: $100 (includes the
Youth and Young Adult Brunch Saturday Morning), Child’s Ticket (up to 17 years): $75 (includes the
Youth and Young Adult Brunch Saturday Morning) To order tickets online or place an ad in the program
book visit: http://antiochianladiocese.org/enthronementgala.html. To purchase by check, kindly remit
check or money order payable to St. Nicholas Cathedral to: Anna Nasser | St. Luke Orthodox Church
|13261 Dunklee Avenue | Garden Grove, CA 92840. Phone: 714-971-2244 Deadline for Reservations is
January 15, 2015

Note: Anyone who is interested to go to
LA, please contact the church office at
(415)648-5200 by January 14"

e ® " Valentine Party: We will have a party on Saturday February 14™. More info to
> ~ follow...

“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light”

™ The Gospel reading on the Sunday after the Theophany is that proclaimed by St.
Matthew (4:12-17). In it he quotes the prophesy of Isaiah (9:2): “The people who sat
in darkness have seen a great light”. Thus he shows that the ministry of Jesus, who
has been baptized by St. John, who was imprisoned by Herod shortly after that event,
was a fulfilment of prophesy. God was bringing the long-awaited salvation to the
people of Israel and to the world.Thus, the Feast of Theophany is also called the
Feast of Illumination, and at one time it was traditional to baptize catechumens, those
preparing to enter the Church, on the eve of this festival. At one time the Feast of the
Lord’s Nativity was celebrated together with this marvellous Feast — as the Oriental
Orthodox do to this day.For the Eastern Orthodox the main event of the feast is the
blessing of water — in the Temple and also outside beside a body of water. The
significance of this is that our Lord, Who is God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity eternally
begotten of the Father, has come to us as a true Human Being, to end our alienation from God and from
His Paradise which was made for us. He is not only born as a perfect Human but also identifies with us. He
does so by being baptized in the Jordan by John, just as though He had need of purification.He had no such
need, as John recognized when he protested: “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”.
Jesus’ answer that John should do it “for thus it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness”, shows that He was
doing this for us rather than Himself. He was identifying with sinful humanity because He had come to
take all of the human condition upon Himself in order to bring it to the Father so that it could be
transformed into perfect humanity.When Jesus descends into the waters He brings with Him you and 1. It
is not He Who is purified thereby — it is you and I. The water we bless is the water of our purification. It is
also the beginning of the full restoration of creation to what it was made by God to be — His Kingdom on
earth as it is in Heaven.
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The Orthodox view salvation as the growth into this perfection, the transformation of darkness into light,
the transformation of sinful humans into the children of God. St. Athanasius proclaimed in the 4th century:
“God became man so that man could become godlike” (that is, by God’s grace what God is in His nature).
Thus, there is no end to the joy, the love, the light, the fellowship that is to come about between God and
all His creation. We are saved not only from our sins, our humiliation, our weakness, our ignorance, our
despair. We are saved for life in the Kingdom. Thus, in the same Gospel we read on the Sunday after the
Theophany, we hear Jesus say: “Repent” — that is turn away from darkness towards God’s marvellous light
— “for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” — it is here and now, ready to be grasped, ready to be received
with joy and love so that we may embody it in the world today.
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Note: Year 2015 pledge offering envelopes

are available! Please pick up your assigned

envelopes from the vestibule (back) back of
the church.




ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




