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Sunday, February 1%, 2015
Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican, and celebrating the Feast of meeting the Lord

House Blessing The pastoral visit and House blessing is taking place on daily basis. You will receive a
phone call from the Church Office for scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please
call the office or Fr. George’s Cell at (586) 214-4428.

This Sunday February 1%, One- Week Memorial service for the handmaiden of God
Ellen Essa Husary.
Offered by her family.

E I May her memory be eternal! %&

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:7-17)

Brethren, it is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. Here tithes are received by mortal
men; there, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives
tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.
Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the
law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek,
rather than one named after the order of Aaron? For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is
necessarily a change in the law as well. For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another
tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from
Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. This becomes even more evident
when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not according to a legal
requirement concerning bodily descent but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed of him,
“Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL St. Luke. (18:10-14) The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I
thank Thee that | am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. |
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift
up his eyes to Heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man
went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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Alter Candle offered by:
+ Rimon and Sana Jada for the good health of Antoinette Khoury& Wardeh Al Jada. Many years!

Coffee Hour offered by:
s Katy Shami for the good health of Shami family. Many years!
% Sami & Maritsa Wahhab in loving memory of Odeh Wahhab and Jamil Issa Khoury.
May their memory be eternal!

Announcements:

= Ladies Auxiliary important meeting will take place on Wednesday February 4" at 6:30pm at
church hall

= Youth meeting will take place on Thursday Feb 12" at Natalie Hanhan’s House:
111 Eestates Dr.San Bruno CA 94066

Note: Year 2015 pledge offering envelopes

are available! Please pick up your assigned

envelopes from the vestibule (back) back of
the church.
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« MEETHHG = OUR LORD =~ TEMPLE «

“God be merciful to me, a sinner” (The Publican’s
Prayer) Fr. lhor Kutash

"God, | thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector". It is strange to
# think that, according to the Lord's parable that we hear in today's
Gospel (Luke 18:10-14), these proud words are part of a prayer!
As the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity our Lord has
heard millions of prayers since the creation of human beings. No
prayers are strange to Him. He has heard similar ones many,
many times. He knows very well the illusions that people build
and strive to maintain. How common it is for people to compare

bad! Yet this is an illusion, since we can not really know what is in other people's hearts and
minds, and most of their deeds remain unknown to us. The Lord alone knows all these
things. Yet we continue to judge and compare. This illusion is very dangerous to us. How
can we become the very best that we can be, if we are always trying with all our might to
persuade ourselves that we are fine just as we are - in fact better than most? We can never
grow if we insist on remaining at our present level of knowledge, or ability, or awareness, or
morality. And if we do not grow than we deteriorate. This is the inescapable law of life in
this universe. Stagnation is not tolerated. In the spiritual and moral sense, we can keep on
growing to become saints, or we shall degenerate to become monsters.

If we are honest with ourselves, from time to time we can find traces of both of these within
ourselves. It is true: we can indeed be kind, compassionate, forgiving and loving. We can
also be cruel, thoughtless, cold and brutal. Each one of us has this within us to a greater or
lesser degree! The Pharisee's error was that he wanted to see only the good things in himself.
He wanted to see bad things only in other people, not in himself. So he persuaded himself
that they were not there - that he was only good, and only others were bad.The tax-collector,
on the other hand, was open to seeing the dark things within himself. He did not try to make
alibis for himself by pointing out how much worse other people were. He simply asked God
to be merciful to him. His prayer was humble and realistic: "God be merciful to me a
sinner”. It is a good prayer. It is the kind that opens the door to God's treasury of grace - His
help which makes us grow. Can we learn to pray like that? We can if we want to. Or we can
go on living the boring, fantasy life of the Pharisee. It is hard keeping up an illusion. It is
easier to live in reality.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH
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TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8t, Nicholas Banquet Room

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




