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Sunday, February 22", 2015 Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese Fare) ¢xall ad s

This Sunday February 22" 40-Days Memorial Service for the servant of God
Naim Turk Offered by Turk and Salah families.
May his memory be eternal!
Next Sunday March 1%, 40-Days Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God
Ellen Husary offered by Husary family.
May her memory be eternal!
—r Sunday March 8" , 40-Days Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God —r
E Berta Butros offered by her family. May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4) Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when
we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him,
but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat anything, while the weak man eats only
vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on
him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him
stand.
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THE GOSPEL St. Matthew. (6:14-21)The Lord said to His Disciples: If you forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses. And when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, | say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by men
but by your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward you. Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
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Alter Candle offered by:
+ Rimon and Sana Jada for the good health of Antoinette Khoury. Many years!

Coffee hour offered by:

% Mona, Cynthia, Claudia Rantisi and Krystle Rantisi Azar for the good health of Salim & Michael
Rantisi on the occasion of their birthdays. Wishing them Happy Birthday and healthy, happy years
ahead. God bless them always. Many Years!
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Join us downstairs for the Cheese Fare LD\ %&@

Luncheon offered by Salwa Hanhan, Summer Hanhan and Lamis 43‘%
Massad. Many thanks to Hanhan and Massad families. God Bless!
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Teen S ACtIVIty : This Sunday Teen Soyo and Sunday 'O @

school teachers will be offering cake and ice cream for all our Sunday school’s X a
kids. Please encourage your children to come this Sunday for this special event. * *

Great Lent begins on Monday Feb 23rq,

GREAT LENT SCHEDULE 2015:
Cheese Fare Sunday, February 22nd.
Great Lent begins on Monday, February 23rd.
Every Monday and Wednesday is the Great Compline /pre-Sanctified
Service at 7:00 pm.Starting February 23rd. (<&l ) L 35ua)
Every Friday is the Akathist Service at 7:00 pm starting February 27", (il 53a)
Sunda%/ of the Orthodoxy March 1% (<L &) ol S))
Sunday March 15" Elevation of the Holy Cross (s ) aal /culiall «8 5 asl)
Palm Sunday, April 5" (osleill aal)
Pascha, April 12, ( zeaill 32 )

House Blessing continues If you have not heard from us regarding blessing of your house,
please contact the church office to schedule a visit from the priest
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4 Sunday of Forgiveness [Cheesefare Sunday]

The Sunday of Forgiveness is the last Sunday prior to the

period, the services of the Church include hymns from the
‘ &90 Triodion, a liturgical book that contains the services from
the Sunday of the Publlcan and the Pharisee, the tenth before Pascha (Easter), through Great
and Holy Saturday. On the Sunday of Forgiveness focus is placed on the exile of Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden, and event that shows us how far we have fallen in sin and
separated ourselves from God. At the onset of Great Lent and a period of intense fasting, this
Sunday reminds us of our need for God’s forgiveness and guides our hearts, minds, and
spiritual efforts on returning to Him in repentance.
The Sunday of Forgiveness, the last of the preparatory Sundays before Great Lent, has two
themes: it commemorates Adam’s expulsion from Paradise, and it accentuates our need
for forgiveness. There are obvious reasons why these two things should be brought to our
attention as we stand on the threshold of Great Lent. One of the primary images in the
Triodion is that of the return to Paradise. Lent is a time when we weep with Adam and Eve
before the closed gate of Eden, repenting with them for the sins that have deprived us of our
free communion with God. But Lent is also a time when we are preparing to celebrate the
saving event of Christ’s death and rising, which has reopened Paradise to us once more (Luke
23:43). So sorrow for our exile in sin is tempered by hope of our re-entry into Paradise.
The second theme, that of forgiveness, is emphasized in the Gospel reading for this Sunday
(Matthew 6:14-21) and in the special ceremony of mutual forgiveness at the end of the
Vespers on Sunday evening. Before we enter the Lenten fast, we are reminded that there can
be no true fast, no genuine repentance, no reconciliation with God, unless we are at the same
time reconciled with one another. A fast without mutual love is the fast of demons. We do not
travel the road of Lent as isolated individuals but as members of a family. Our asceticism and
fasting should not separate us from others, but should link us to them with ever-stronger
bonds.
The Sunday of Forgiveness also directs us to see that Great Lent is a journey of liberation
from our enslavement to sin. The Gospel lesson sets the conditions for this liberation. The first
one is fasting—the refusal to accept the desires and urges of our fallen nature as normal, the
effort to free ourselves from the dictatorship of the flesh and matter over the spirit. To be
effective, however, our fast must not be hypocritical, a “showing off.” We must “appear not
unto men to fast but to our Father who is in secret” (vv. 16-18).
The second condition is forgiveness—“If you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly
Father will also forgive you” (vv. 14-15). The triumph of sin, the main sign of its rule over the
world, is division, opposition, separation, hatred. Therefore, the first break through this
fortress of sin is forgiveness—the return to unity, solidarity, love. To forgive is to put between
me and my ‘“enemy” the radiant forgiveness of God Himself. To forgive is to reject the
hopeless “dead-ends” of human relations and to refer them to Christ. Forgiveness is truly a
“breakthrough” of the Kingdom into this sinful and fallen world.
http://lent.goarch.org/forgiveness/learn/
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...

BRE # 00550532
l}ell (6301740-9263

Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.




P e e e e

T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




