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Sunday, March 15", 2015  f"'VENERATION OF THE PRECIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS¥
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Next Sunday March 22" One- Year Memorial Service for
—r His Eminence Metropolitan Philip Offered by St. Nicholas Church. —r

% May his memory be eternal! E

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)Brethren, since we have a High Priest, Who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One Who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to
act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this he is bound to offer
sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not take the honor upon himself,
but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt Himself to be made a high priest,
but was appointed by Him Who said to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee”; as He says
also in another place, “Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL St. Mark.(8:34-9:1)The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his
life for My sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when He
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God come with power.”
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Alter Candle offered by:

Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount
of $25.00 or more.

Announcements:
@_;.;_;._"f_;%-_s,.% This Sunday The Elevation of the Holy Cross: It is customary in

= ,A'*EZ our Archdiocese for the procession to take place at the end of
A .. .
e the Divine Liturgy.

MARCH IS LADIES’ MONTH
In keeping with the tradition in our Archdiocese, ladies will show their involvement in the life of
the church in the most visible way during the month of March.
They will usher, collect trays, read the Epistle and deliver sermonette. ..
Our ladies Auxiliary usually prepare a Lenten Luncheon on Sundays. This year they are asking of
your help by Donating or preparing food for that purpose.
For more information see Suheila Sweis ...

unche
Sunday Lenten L On Join us downstairs for Lenten Luncheon

offered by Issa and Salwa Shnoudi, & Elias and Hanady Batshon
Many Thanks. God Bless!
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Sunday, March 15™:  Sermonette:; Suhaila Sweiss

Epistle Readers: Mary Zamboukes (English), Wadad Juha (Arabic).

GREAT LENT SCHEDULE 2015:

Every Monday and Wednesday is the Great Compline /pre-SanctifiedService at 7:00 pm. (<58l < L 33a)
Every Friday is the Akathist Service at 7:00 pm starting February 27th.
(Il BMQ followed by Pot Luck dinner.
Sunday March 15™ Elevation of the Holy Cross (st 3l asi /calall ad 5 aal)
Palm Sunday, April 5" (oslaill aal)
Pascha, April 12", ( zeadll ac )

Yaumtho Nat
S*al\'-’@ me) Ilall.'.@ Saturday March 21%: Ladies Auxiliary would like to invite you to
the 2" Annual Lent Retreat from 11:00am-4:00pm. Place: Jordanian American Association
hall at : 305 Linden Ave, South San Francisco, CA 94080
RSVP: Suhaila Sweis (650)-455-9790
Donation: $20.00



PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED
As our custom, the Family of St. Nicholas Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn of
the Resurrection day. All the parishioners of St. Nicholas will have their breakfast together in
celebration of the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call church office if you would like to
donate these items or money toward purchasing these items:

Feta Cheese Cheese Labneh Olives Ham
Orange Juice Turkey Pickles Fruits Napkins
Pita Bread Tahini Milk Foam Cups Olive Oil
Eggs Sausage Bacon Potato Coffee
Pancakes Knives Forks

| SUNDAY OF THE CROSS

[  One of the Fathers tells us that the memory of the Cross has been placed
6 il ,,\ SO AN D halfway between the beginning of Lent and the week of the Lord’s Passion
=N G WP RN /M because when people start on a journey they are full of life and of energy;
when they see the end, again, energy and courage flood into their hearts; but there is a moment half-way
when despondency comes, when the tiredness of the journey begins to tell and when the end of it is not
yet in sight. When we come to the Holy Week, we will be confronted with the Crucifixion, the Cross as
the ultimate tragedy, the moment when the Lord God in an act of total surrender, of a gift of Himself
unreserved dies, dies for us and dies our death with all the tragedy, the horror of it. But now the Cross is
presented to us as victory.The Cross is not only the instrument of Christ’s death; it’s also the instrument
of Christ’s victory and of our salvation. And it is with hope that we can look at it and say, ‘Yes! If God
has so trusted us, if He believes in us to such an extent as to give His life for us, then we can truly take
up our own cross and follow Him, because this cross is not a sign of defeat, this cross is the sign of
victory.But the first step on this way is given us by the Lord Who says, ‘Whoever wishes to follow
Me...” — and He does not force us to do so, He leaves us free to turn away from Him, to let Him die for
us while we have no concern for it. But if we want to follow Him, the first thing we must do is to
renounce ourselves.What does that actually mean? It means that we must turn away from our continuous
concern with us and look farther afield, see the whole world in its tragedy, in its significance, in its
meaning to God, and also turn to God himself. We concentrate so continuously on what we are, what we
have, what we do not possess, what we need, what we long for, what we are afraid of. Is that the way in
which we can live: in continuous hope for little things, in continuous fear, continuously tormented by
greed, and fear, and dislikes, and hatred? What is there what we can regain, what we can make our own,
which we can identify with? Very little!Saint Paul says: what is there that you possess which is yours?
— Nothing! Everything is given.

Our existence is a gift of God, our life is a gift of God, our knowledge of Him is a gift of God, our
physical well-being, our friendships, the beauty of the world — all this is given and we can do nothing
either to possess it or to regain it if we begin to lose it. We cannot retain the vision of the world when
we become blind, we cannot hear the harmony of the world if we go deaf... Then why should we
concentrate so continuously on our own selves as though we were what we possess while we do not
even possess what we are!let us therefore have the courage to recognize the meaning of the first
Beatitude: Yes, | am poor, everything what | am, what | have, what | treasure or what | fear is a gift of
God for which I can be grateful, it is an act of Divine love for which | can be so grateful! And if it is so,
then | have understood what it means to be in the Kingdom of God, because the Kingdom of God is that
relationship between us and God which is love, between me and my neighbour which is love.




And the moment we have understood this, we are in the Kingdom provided we have freed ourselves
from our foolish imagination, foolish idea that “I am in my own right, I possess by my own power and
strength”.Let us then, in weeks to come, get more and more free of this concern, this centredness on
what we imagine we have or we imagine we are; and realize that all that is a gift of God and therefore it
cannot be lost. It is enough to be with Him to be possessed of all things; it is enough to be with Him to
be free of the things earthly and yet as rich as God because God does not give only the little we long for
or we need; He gives His whole own self, His life, and all He possesses.Let us therefore make a start.
But then, what is the self which we are, which is worth renouncing all the rest? Let us read the Gospel
with attention, and let us single out those things of which we can say, ‘My heart is burning within me!’
Those things which cast a ray of light in our life, which give us courage and inspiration, which cleanse
and renew us — because these things show us what we have in common with God, the way in which we
are already now the likes of God, the way in which His image is already shining through the twilight of
our being. Isn’t that a wonder! And if we concentrate on looking at what is of God in us then we may let
go of what is not of God, of that very twilight or darkness to which we cling all the time imagining that
it is us. While the twilight exists only because there is light in it, that light which the darkness cannot
receive, but which dispels all darkness and lead us step by step to the day when there will be nothing but
light, the light of God, the life of God.Let us therefore concentrate in weeks to come towards this ascent,
towards that freedom which will allow us to enter into the Passion of the Lord without a thought of
ourselves, thinking only of Him, of the Mother of God in the horror that pierces Her heart and the
distress and agony of the disciples.
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...

BRE # 00550532
l}ell (6301740-9263

Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds=s * Conaxoumity Sparits
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» Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA Sar2)
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.




P e e e e

T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




