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Sunday, March 29" 2015  Commemoration of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt
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‘ﬁ' Condolences‘ﬁ'

St. Nicholas Clergy and Parish family would like to express their sincere condolences to Fr.
Nicholas Borzghol on the passing into eternal life of his mother Helena Bishara in Syria.
May her memory be eternal!

T This Sunday March 29" 9th and 40th Day Memorial Service for T

- Handmaiden of God Antwonette Emile Khoury =
Offered by her children and family. May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:11-14)Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the
good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation), He entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves
but His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
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THE GOSPEL St. Mark. (10:32-45)At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them
what was to happen to Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the
Gentiles. And they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and after three
days He will rise.” And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and said to Him,
“Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire” And Jesus said to them,
“What do you want Me to do for you?” And they said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Thy right hand and
one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said
to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with

which | am baptized, you will be baptized. But to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for
those for whom it has been prepared.”



mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to Him
and said to them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be servant of all. For the
Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
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Coffee hour offered by:

+ Suheila Atwan and Alex Resendez for the good health of their family. Many Years!

Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or
more.

Announcements:

MARCH IS LADIES’ MONTH
In keeping with the tradition in our Archdiocese, ladies will show their involvement in the life of
the church in the most visible way during the month of March.
They will usher, collect trays, read the Epistle and deliver sermonette...
Our ladies Auxiliary usually prepare a Lenten Luncheon on Sundays. This year they are asking of
your help by Donating or preparing food for that purpose.
For more information see Suheila Sweis...

Sunday, March 29™:  Sermonette: Jean Kalil.

Epistle Readers: Nathalie Hanhan (English), Salwa Hanhan (Arabic).

w}:alm SundayQ‘

Palm Sunc v Luncheon

Next Sunday April 5™ is Palm Sunday.We will have fish

. luncheon downstairs after the service. Donation :$35. For
reservation, please call the church office.

GREAT LENT SCHEDULE 2015:
Every Monday and Wednesday is the Great Compline /pre-SanctifiedService at 7:00 pm. (&8l )y L 35ua)
Every Friday is the Akathist Service at 7:00 pm starting February 27th.
(2l 33La) followed by Pot Luck dinner.
Palm Sunday, April 5™ (osledll asl)
Pascha, April 12", (il 2e )




PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED
As our custom, the Family of St. Nicholas Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn of
the Resurrection day. All the parishioners of St. Nicholas will have their breakfast together in
celebration of the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call church office if you would like to
donate these items or money toward purchasing these items:

Feta Cheese Cheese Labneh Olives Ham
Orange Juice Turkey Pickles Fruits Napkins
Pita Bread Tahini Milk Foam Cups Olive
Oil Eggs Sausage Bacon Potato
Coffee Pancakes Knives Forks

Agape Service - @l s3va & Children’s Eggs Hunt
Sunday, April 12" at 12:00 PM Agape (Vesper) Service

N Easter Sunday at 12:00 PM, there will be an Agape vespers and the readings of

= the Gospel of the Resurrection proclaimed to the four corners of the earth in the
languages of all mankind. Following the Service we will have the Easter Egg Hunt

donated by Almaza Tannous, Mike Tannous, Hani Tannous, Gihan Cosentino, Christine Jekelian

and their families in memory of Josef & Margarit Hanhan, Charles Tannous and Asal Tannous.
Also by Almaza Tannous for the good health of her children Mike, Hani, Gihan, Christine and their

families.
Again this year, according to Margo’s wishes, a “GOLDEN EASTER EGG” and a host of eggs will be
donated, which will add to the excitement of the Feast.

2015 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES GREAT AND HOLY WEEK OF OUR LORD’S PASSION AND HIS
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION

Saturday, April 4"
Lazarus Saturday Divine Liturgy 11:00AM

Sunday, April 5™
Palm Sunday: Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem

Matins at 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy & Procession with Palms at 11:00 AM

Holy and Great Monday, April 6"& Tuesday April 7"
Bridegroom Matins 7:00 PM

Holy and Great Wednesday, April 8*"
Holy Qil Service 7:00 PM

Confession Before & After the service
Holy and Great Thursday, April 9"
Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM
Breakfast after liturgy
Matins with 12 Passion Gospels 7:00 PM

Holy and Great Good Friday, April 10"
The Royal Hours & Vespers Service
At 11:00 AM
Matins with the Lamentations at the Tomb at 7:00 PM




Holy and Great Saturday, April 11"

Starting Service 10:30 PM
Rush Hour 11:00 PM
Divine Liturgy 12:00 AM Followed by breakfast
Holy and Great Sunday, April 12*"
Vespers 12:00 PM

Sunday of St Mary of Egypt

Week after week we feel that we are coming closer and closer to the
glorious Resurrection of Christ. And it seems to us that we are moving
fast, from Sunday to Sunday as it were, to the day when all horrors, all
terrors, will have disappeared.

And yet so easily do we forget that before we reach the day of the
Resurrection we must, together with Christ, together with His apostles,
tread the road of the Crucifixion. 'So we are ascending to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they
shall crucify Him, and the third day He will rise’. All we notice is that He will rise. But do we
ever think of the way in which the disciples went to Jerusalem, knowing that the Crucifixion was
at hand? They were moving in fear. They were not yet mature enough to be those who would
give their lives for the message to be spread. They were moving in fear. When Christ told them
that they would go now to Jerusalem, return to the city which had then renounced Christ, put
Him into danger of His life, they said to Him, 'Let us not go.' And only one disciple, Thomas,
said, 'No. Let us go with Him, and die with Him.'

This disciple is the one whom, foolishly I believe, we call the Doubter: the one who was not
prepared to give his trust to God, his faith, his life, his blood, without certainty. But his heart was
unreservedly given to Christ. How wonderful to be such a man! But the other disciples would
not desert Christ. They walked towards Jerusalem.

And we have today another example of one who went through a tragedy before they met Christ.
It is Mary of Egypt. She was a sinner. She was a harlot. She was unfaithful to God in her soul
and in her body. She had no reverence for this body which God had created and this soul. And
yet she was tragically confronted with the fact that there was no way for her into the temple of
God unless she rejected evil and chose purity, repentance, newness of life.

Let us reflect on the disciples who almost begged Christ not to return to Jerusalem, because
Jerusalem was a city where all prophets had died; and they did not want Christ to die, and they
were afraid. Let us ask ourselves how much we resemble them. And let us ask ourselves freely
today how do we resemble, or not, Mary of Egypt - Mary who had lived her life according to
her own ways and desires, followed all temptations of her body and soul; and one day realised
that as she was, she could not enter the temple of God.So easily do we enter the divine temple,
forgetting so easily that the church into which we come is a small part of a world that has chosen
to be alien to God, that has rejected God, lost interest in Him; and that the few believers have
created for God a place of refuge - yes, the church is the fullness of Heaven, and at the same
time a tragic place of refuge, the only place where God has a right to be because He is wanted.
And when we come here, we enter into the divine realm. We should come into it with a sense of




awe, not just walk into it as into a space but walk into it as a space which is already the divine
Kingdom. If we were in that mood we would, when we come to the doors of the church, be,
however little, like Mary of Egypt. We would stop and say, 'How can | come in?" And if we did
that with our whole heart, broken-heartedly, with a sense of horror of the fact that we are so
distant from God, so alien, so unfaithful to Him, then the doors would open and we would see
that we are not simply in a big space surrounded with walls but we are in a space which is God's
Heaven come to earth.

Let us therefore learn from this experience what it means to go step by step towards the
Resurrection, because in order to reach the Resurrection we must go through Calvary, we must
go through the tragedy of Holy Week and make it our own, partaking with Christ and His
disciples and the crowds around in the horror, the terror of it; and also experience it as a
scorching fire that will burn in us all that is unworthy of God and make us clean. And perhaps
one day, when the fire will have burnt everything which is not worthy of God, each of us may
become an image of the burning bush, aflame with divine fire and not consumed, because only
that which could survive the fire of God would have remained is us.

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...

BRE # 00550532
l}ell (6301740-9263

Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds=s * Conaxoumity Sparits

i of San Framcisco Orthodox Acadeswy
» Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA Sar2)
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




