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Sunday, April 26", 2015  Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women,Pious Joseph of Arimathea &
Righteous Nicodemus o sam sisis (ol ) i g Gpugal] g quudal) Bl aa)

Save the Date:  Sunday May 3™ Hierarchal Divine Liturgy presided by
His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph.

The Noble Joseph having
taken your Most Pure
Body down from the . . . .
Cross, wrapped itin a V. Rev. Fr.George Baalbak, Parish Council and St. Nicholas Parish
clean shroud and ‘

anointed it with Family, extend our prayers and love to our Father in Christ and
e 8 Chief Shepherd, His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH on the

tomb. But on the

third day You A A occasion of His Name's Day (St. Joseph of Arimathea, Second
Gaingte . Sunday after Pascha).

world great mercy.

May God Grant Him many years as our Father and Chief Shepherd.
Ubsw by otise a)g) )

Memorial Services: This Sunday April 26", (6-Month) Memorial Service for
I Handmaiden of God FIFI BATSHON

E Offered by her family. May her memory be eternal! E

Next Sunday May 3":  (One-Year) Memorial Service for the servant of God ELIA SAOUD.
May his memory be eternal!

Condolences: We would like to offer our sincere condolences and sympathy to the Elias and
Hanady Batshon on the passing of Issa Nijmeh (Father of Hanady) in Jordan.
May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (6:1-7)In those days, when the disciples
were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution. And the Twelve summoned the body of the disciples and said, “It is
not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick
out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint
to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they
said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of
Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the
word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
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THE GOSPEL St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the
council, who was also himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and
asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that
He was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down,
wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where
He was laid. And when the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, bought spices so that they might go and anoint Him. And very early on the first day of the
week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who will
roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was
rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek
Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the place where they laid Him.
But go, tell His Disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as
He told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come
upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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Alter Candles offered by:
% Michael, Nadia, Tarig, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Yousef Rantisi on the
occasion on his Name's Day. Many Years!

¢+ St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who are named; George, Georgette,
Jorge, Geryess, Yiorgos.After Saint George the Great Martyr & Triumphant (April
23rd) on the occasion of their Name Day! Many years!! And Especially our beloved
Archpriest/Pastor of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Father George Baalbaki on the
occasion of His Name's Day. May God Grant Him Many Years fill with Health, Wealth, and
Joy & Happiness!!



https://www.facebook.com/george.baalbaki

Announcements:

Father George Baalbaki and the St. Nicholas Parish Council
Invite you to welcome
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America
On his first visit to San Francisco as Metropolitan of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese
Friday, May 1, 2015
6:00 p.m. Social Hour
7:00 p.m. Dinner with wine
5200 Diamond Heights Boulevard, San Francisco, California
Please respond to 415-648-5200
Or: info@stnicholas-sf.com
Donation: $35 per person.
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< Save the date: June 14" till June 20™ our Summer Camp at St. Sava Jackson, CA
For more info, Please contact Suheil Azar at: 1(415)-317-23109.

SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH -BEARING WOMEN
We remember today the Myrrh-bearing women, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, people who in the
course of the Gospel are hardly mentioned, yet who, when Christ was seemingly defeated, when death,
rejection, betrayal and hatred had conquered, proved to be people of faithfulness and courage, the
faithfulness of the heart and the courage that can be born only of love. At the moment of the Crucifixion
all the Apostles had fled save one, John, who stood at the foot of the Cross with the Mother of God.
Everyone else had abandoned Christ, only a small group of women stood at a short distance from the
Cross, and when He had died, they came to anoint His Body which Joseph of Arimathea had sought
from Pilate, unafraid of being recognised as a disciple, because in life and in death love and faithfulness
had conquered.Let us reflect on this. It is easy to be Christ's disciples when we are on the crest of the
wave, in the security of countries where no persecution, no rejection is endured, no betrayal can lead us
to martyrdom, or simply to becoming the victims of mockery and rejection.
Let us think of ourselves not in regard to Christ alone but with regard to one another, because Christ has
said that what we have done to any one of us, to the smallest, to the most insignificant, we have done to
Him.
Let us ask ourselves how we behave when someone is rejected, mocked, ostracised, condemned by
public opinion or by the opinion of those who mean something to us, whether at that moment our heart
remains faithful, whether at that moment we find courage to say, ‘He was, and he remains my friend
whether you accept or reject him’. There is no greater measure of faithfulness than that faithfulness
which is made manifest in defeat. Let us consider this, because we all are defeated, we are defeated in so
many ways. We all strive, with whatever energy we have - a little or much, to be what we should be,
and we are defeated at every moment. Should we not look at one another not only with compassion, but
with the faithfulness of friends who are prepared to stand by a person who falls, falls away from grace,
falls away from his own ideal, frustrates all hopes and expectations which we have set on him or her. At
that time let us stand by, at that time let us be faithful and prove that our love was not conditioned by the
hope of victory but was a wholehearted gift, gratuitous, joyful, wonderful. Amen.
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




