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Sunday. Mav 31%, 2015 The Great Feast of Pentecost / 5_saial) aaj

THE EPISTLE: the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11)When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were
all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and
resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from
every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying,
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the
mighty works of God.”
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THE GOSPEL.: St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and
proclaimed, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said,
‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”” Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who
believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
When they heard these words, many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the
Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ is
descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division
among the people over Him. Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers
then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The
officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you
also? Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law,
are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them, “Does our
Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from
Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”
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Coffee hour offered by:
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or
more.

Announcements:

CONERATULATIONS )

Fr. George and Khouria Eman would like to congratulate their Son Ilyan for his graduation
from High School, and they would like to invite all of our parishioners and friends to his
graduation party on Saturday June 6™ at Church Hall from 3:00pm.

To confirm your attendance, please contact Khouria Eman at «'
Cell: 586-214-7465, Home: 586-751-0581.We hope to see all of you! et /

Bongrammation§
. Jaqueline, Sam, Steve, Peter & Rita Dabai would

like to congratulate Nicholas Saml Dabai for graduation from Medical School at the
University of New England. He will be completing residency in Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. God Bless him!

1. Kids Summer Camp on June 14" till June 20" at St. Sava Jackson, CA. for all our kids (Ages from 7
years old). Admission: $150. To register your kids, the registration form will be available this Sunday
at the church. Anyone who is interested in helping with counseling during the camp, please
contact Fr. George.

Mark your calendar: Father’s Day Picnic on June 21st at Blackberry Farm in
Cupertino:

Address: 21979 San Fernando Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014
f Fees: $15 (Adults)

$10 (Children from 6-12 years old)
Free (children under 6 years old)

Please call church office to confirm of your attendance for a head count!




«» 2015 West Coast Parish Life Conference: will be hosted by St. Andrew Church, Riverside,
California from June 30 through July 5™.Information on the conference, the hotel and the
attractions in the area can be found on the website: http://www.laplc.org/.

¢ Archdiocesan Convention 2015 - July 20-26, 2015. Hosted by St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox
Church, Cambridge, MA. For more info visit the website: http://www.acboston2015.com/

V. Re. Ihor Kutash:

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink”

(The Lord Jesus - John 7:37)

Anyone who has lived upon this earth for some time with some
awareness has already realized that things here are not easy. In the midst
of so much beauty there is so much trouble, hardship and worry. The
world's beauty seems to promise that one can be truly happy on this
planet - but there always seems to be something lacking. And if one goes
pursuing that happiness it seems always to elude one. If only we could
find it and if only it would stay with us! But is such a thing possible? Or
IS it just a temptation — an illusion?

; Today's Feast - the Day of Pentecost, the Descent of the Holy Spirit
brlngs us a Gospel reading (John 7:37-52,8:12) with images which speak of a happiness that lasts and
that makes other people happy, too. Jesus says: "If any one thirsts, let him come to Me and drink". It is
not only water for which people thirst. Jesus offers that which responds to a spiritual thirst, a thirst for
lasting happiness, a thirst for answers to our hard questions - a thirst for meaning.

There is a time when it is pleasant to be thirsty! When you know that your thirst will soon be satisfied
with a nice cool drink - and when you are enjoying that drink, you are happy that you were thirsty and
you look forward to being thirsty like that again! It is when you fear that your thirst will never be
satisfied - that you will die without a drink - that thirst is a fearful and horrible thing.

Jesus says: “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water”. It is not that followers of Christ never know thirst - but that we know by faith and experience
which has been proven over and over again, that our thirst will be satisfied. Not only that, but we can
become channels for satisfying the thirst of others as well. So rich can this experience be that it would
be as though rivers of water were flowing through us - living, bright, clear, pure, cool water, the kind
you want to drink, the kind you want to swim in to be refreshed and clean.

This promise of the Lord's also shows us the preconditions for receiving this kind of happiness. First we
must be thirsty and be aware of our thirst. Then we must discover what it is for which we thirst. The
Holy Spirit whom Jesus sent into the world from the Father after His death, resurrection and ascension
is continually working to bring about this awareness. It is He who awakens in us a thirst for real
happiness, the kind that is satisfied only by living in communion with God and His creation. The Holy
Spirit helps us realize how thirsty we really are for that kind of life.

There is another requirement as well: we must become willing to share this happiness. The living Water
which satisfies all our thirst does not flow in a selfish, cold, unforgiving, suspicious heart. If we are
always worried only about ourselves and our needs, we will not notice how God continually meets our
needs and points us towards lasting and true happiness - the spiritual happiness of being connected to
Him by faith, mercy and kindness to others.

We might pray thus: Oh Lord, help me realize how thirsty I really am. Grant me the joy of drinking the
living Water, Your Holy Spirit and of sharing this living Water with others. Amen.
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




