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Sundav. June 21% . 2015

THE EPISTLE the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (5:1-11)Brethren, since we are justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though perhaps for a good man one will
dare even to die. But God shows His love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.
Since, therefore, we are now justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath
of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Not only so, but we also rejoice in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received our reconciliation.
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THE GOSPEL St. Matthew. (6:22-33)The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is
sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat
or what you shall drink; nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul more than food, and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by
being anxious can add one cubit to his stature? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon himself in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?” For
the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”
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Alter candles offered by:
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or
more. Thank you!

Congratulations

' On behalf of Izzat and Hala Asfour and family we would
\ like to congratulate our daughter

Terry Asfour
for becoming a registered nurse. We wish you the best, a life of
success and loads of happiness not only for yourself, but also the
happiness you bring in others! Congratulation and God bless you!

\//

Announcements:

Mark your calendar: Father’s Day Picnic on June 21st at Blackberry Farm in Cupertino :
Address: 21979 San Fernando Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014
Fees: $15 (Adults)
$10 (Children from 6-12 years old)
Free (children under 6 years old).

PLEASE NOTICE: NO SMOKING OR HOOKAH
ALLOWED AT THE PICNIC.

Note: on the picnic day Sunday June 21% the Divine Liturgy will start at 10:00 am, and No
Matins.

s 2015 West Coast Parish Life Conference: will be hosted by St. Andrew Church, Riverside,
California from June 30 through July 5™.Information on the conference, the hotel and the
attractions in the area can be found on the website: http://www.laplc.org/.

% Archdiocesan Convention 2015 - July 20-26, 2015. Hosted by St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox
Church, Cambridge, MA. For more info visit the website: http://www.acboston2015.com/

% Save the date: October 25" our annual fashion show. More info to follow...
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ON COMMUNION AND LIFE Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

We hear week after week the Lord saying, ‘Do this in remembrance of Me’, and we always apply
these words, and rightly so, to the celebration of the Last Supper, to the breaking of the bread, to the
sharing of the cup, to the holy meal which Christ had with His disciples.

And we are right to do so because it was the prefiguration of the Banquet of the Lamb, of the great
feast of eternity, because all of us we have been created by God in order to be His companions for
eternity; and a companion is one who breaks the bread with us, who is received at the host's table,
who is made an equal to his host by this law of hospitality and of love.

And the Last Supper was this; Christ broke the bread and shared the cup, He made His disciples
unto His companions and, as this bread and wine were Him, He united His companions to Himself
in an unspeakable way to be one body and one life.

But the words which Christ told, ‘Do this in remembrance of Me’ do not apply only to the last
Supper, to the holy and divine Liturgy which we celebrate. What He was doing in the Upper Room
was also an image of what His life and death were. The breaking of the bread was the breaking of
His body, the sharing of the cup was the shading of His blood, and what was signified in the last
Supper was the Garden of Gethsemane with the anguish and the horror of the coming death upon
Him Who was free of evil and yet chose to share with us our destiny of dereliction and mortality,
and of Calvary, the actual dying for the salvation of others, — more than this: the dying of their
death so that they should share and possess His life.

And if we are to take in earnest what we do here, week after week, feast after feast, celebrating the
Last Supper of the Lord, breaking the bread together and sharing the cup, we must remember that
this act makes us one with each other, because we become so one with Christ, but also that all that
is true of the life and the sacrificial death of Christ must become true for us and in us. We must so
live as Christ lived for others, we must so die as Christ died, that others may live. We must so
ascend from life into this sacrificial generous life-giving death as Christ did, and this lays upon us a
heavy, a stern and glorious responsibility.

Let us take it earnestly, because otherwise our celebration is empty of meaning. We cannot come
day after day and ask Christ to let us become partaker of what happens in the Upper Room if we
accept to be estranged, to be alien to what it stood for His life, His incarnation, His teaching, His
facing the coming death, His dying our death that we may live.

Let us think about it and reconsider all our relationships with others, rethink all our attitude to those
who are around us. Do we live for their sake? Is our life an offering? Are we like the Apostles of
whom Paul spoke in today's Epistle, like men sent in the last times to bring a witness of love and
pay the cost for it, so that life should be theirs, should belong to those who surround us whether
they love or hate us, and death should be ours, the death of Christ, sacrificial, holy, an offering of
love, brought not only to God, but to each person who needs it.
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...

BRE # 00550532
l}ell (6301740-9263

Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

PERSONAL WRONGFUL
INJURY DEATH

v

TRIAL LAWYERS
(415) 447 - 2833
www.michaellawsf.com

1SSA J. MICHAEL, ESQ.
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




