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Sunday, August 23", 2015

THE EPISTLE: First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (15:1-11)

Brethren, | would remind you in what terms | preached to you the Gospel, which you received, in which
you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you
as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,
that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to
Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles.
Last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to me. For | am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be
called an Apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and
His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not
I, but the grace of God, which is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew (19:16-26)

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed must |
do, to have eternal life?” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is,
God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You
shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, honor
your father and mother, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All
these I have observed; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young
man heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples,
“Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again I tell you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”” But Jesus
looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”



mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

22-16 :19 e :JaY)

Il -l Jlad euay) oug\gws.ﬂc)unwd@\ uucju\?u\@ U 4l Gy Ll g s ) Lo el elly
Y &,mdwmm)u -l Jlad uua,s\mmug\dmu\m}usu\uss}w}wh\,y\@uu}uu@}m
\dec‘_,,_\mmmlas;qs\&ds g_\L..d\‘dd\ss dus.&d.u)sg_u;\cda\}db\eﬁ\cjjjh:\g_uuycd)uu\!cu}\y‘d.m
iy sladl 3 3 @l ()5S GSlall adaeiy o o3 JS s caadld DS (5685 o 2 55 S () o5 g 41 JB Sany
Jsaa Gl e ey i) oS3 J gl Ball foduadlil ¢ guny JlE S Jle 13 QS 43Y L ja (ocae 22SN 138 QLS mane LS il
) sigh o2 gans Lald il glanall Sk i Jsa (g Jen 3081 i e Jaall 550 () oSTJ 1 Ll 5 el glandl o Sl
& Ui ¢ o8 JSE A0 die el 5 o1 g Ui S8 (ulil) wie Wl ragd Q5 agall & sany yhaid Sl (o 03] aadaiony (e 1) 5l 5 Jaa

Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthday this week of
August: Zeyad Elgelda, Azar Azar, Muna Rantisi Karkar, Grace Nasser, Mousa Khoury, Vicky
Fashho Happy Birthdays. Many Years!
+¢+ Sahouria family for commemorating the (7- year) anniversary of the passing of Saba Kalil
Sahouria, beloved father, grandfather, and great grandfather. May his memory be eternal!

Announcements:
Annuai restivgj

ST. Nichols Annual Middle Eastern Food Festival will take place on

October 3", 4"

We are selling a raffle ticket at the festival for
a brand new 2015 Honda Civic, ticket is $50.

Saint Nicholas is pleased to present the opportunity to win a brand
new 2015 Honda Civic!

Raffle Tickets are only $50. First prl?e is @ Honda Civic LC or $17,000
credit toward any Honda. Drawing will take place at our Annual
Food Festival on October 4th. You do not need to be present to win.
High chance to win! Only 600 tickets sold!



https://www.facebook.com/zeyad.elgelda
https://www.facebook.com/azar.d.azar
https://www.facebook.com/muna.karkar
https://www.facebook.com/grace.nasser.9
https://www.facebook.com/mousa.khoury.3
https://www.facebook.com/fashho
https://www.facebook.com/fashho

Save the date: November 1% our annual fashion show at
St. Nicholas Banquet room @ 1:30 p.m. Donation: $50

ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH

GLITZ &
GLAMOUR

AT ST. NICHOILAS
BANQUET ROOM
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco

FASHIONS PRESENTED BY
PAPERS AND PETALS BRIDAL BOUTIQUE
OF BURLINGAME
ELEGANT LUNCH WILL BE SERVED
DONATION - $50

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
The Rich Young Man

The Lord warns us today of how difficult it is for a man who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God. Does it
mean that the Kingdom of God is open only to destitute, to those who are materially poor, who lack
everything on earth? No. The Kingdom of God is open to all who are not enslaved by possessions. When we
read the first Beatitude, 'Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven’, we are given a
key to this saying: the poor in spirit are those who have understood that they possess nothing which is their
own. We have been created as an act of God, loved into existence; we are offered by God communion with
Him to which we have no rights. All we are, all we possess is not our own in the sense that we have not
made ourselves, we did not create what is seemingly ours - every thing which we are and which we have is
love, the love of God and the love of people, and we cannot possess anything because everything is a gift
that escapes us the moment we want to have possession of it and say, "It is mine".

On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the kingdom of those who are aware that they are infinitely
rich because we can expect everything from love divine and from human love. We are rich because we
possess nothing, we are rich because we are given all things; and so, it is difficult for one who imagines that
he is rich in his own right to belong to that kingdom in which everything is a sign of love, and nothing can
be possessed, as it were - taken away from others; because the moment we say that we possess something
which is not given us either by God or by human care, we subtract it from the mystery of love.

On the other hand, the moment we cling to anything we become slaves of it. | remember when | was young,
a man telling me: Don't you understand that the moment you have taken a copper coin in your hand and are
not prepared to open your hand to let it go, you have lost the use of a hand, the use of an arm, the use of
your body, because all your attention will be concentrated on not losing this copper coin, - the rest will be
forgotten.



Whether we keep in our hand a copper coin, or whether we feel rich in so many other ways - intellectually,
emotionally, materially is irrelevant, - we are prisoners, we have lost the use of a limb, the use of our mind,
the use of our heart; we can no longer be free, and the Kingdom of God is a kingdom of freedom.

On the other hand also, how difficult it is to one who has never lacked anything, who has always possessed
more than he needs, to be aware of the poverty or the need of another: poverty - material, emotional or
intellectual, or any other lack. It requires a great deal of understanding and sympathy, it requires from us
that we should learn to be attentive to the movements of other people's hearts and to their material needs in
order to respond to them. One says in Russian 'A satisfied person no longer understands a hungry one';
which of us can say that we are hungry in any respect? And this is why we do not understand the needs of
people - of one another here, or of people beyond the confines of our congregation.

So, let us reflect on that; poverty does not mean destitution; it means freedom from enslavement to an
illusion that we are self-sufficient, self-contained, the creator of what we are and what we possess. And also
free from enslavement to what is given us to make husbandmen of God.

Let us reflect on this; because if we learn this, if we learn what Saint Paul said that whether he is rich,
whether he is destitute, he is equally rich because his richness is in God and in the human love. Then we will
be able, whether we possess material things or not, to be free of them, and to belong to God's Kingdom
which is a Kingdom of mutual love, or mutual solidarity, of compassion for one another, of giving to one
another what we were given freely. Amen.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
» Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS




ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco CA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA

REAL ESTATE

Looking to...

BRE # 00550532
l}ell (6301740-9263

Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds=s * Conaxoumity Sparits

i of San Framcisco Orthodox Acadeswy
» Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA Sar2)
Adsningstration (415) 221 -S48e @ Tlw Nvww Fomin wf Sow Planitsnes Ovnatve Loolrom
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T Rl Maher Aljada Hair Salon R Rt
' 753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center

A | San Bruno CA 94066 |
: (415) 424-5353 :

____________________________________________________________

8¢, Nicholas Banquet Roomy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.




