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St. Nicholas Weekly Bulletin
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Hts. Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428- revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Rev. Deacon Niphon Sweiss
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
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NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 25"

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in which we abstain from meat and dairy
products. Eating fish is allowed except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the spirituality and the preparation for the
feast of the advent of our Lord on December 25",
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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40)Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall | say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign
armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated i
and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (1:1-25)The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father
of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and
Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at
the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,
and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of
Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ. So all the generations
from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus
Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she
was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and His Name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he
called His Name Jesus.
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

+ Rose Habib and Sally Habeeb and family in loving memory of their dearest departed father Louis Habib,
and brother Robert Habib on their Christmas birthdays, Dec 23rd, and Dec 25th. Also in memory of
beloved mother Julia Habib, brother George and wife Barbara, and Elias Habeeb, and all their departed
family and friends at this blessed Christmas season., May their beautiful memories be eternal!

«+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Reem

Jada,Nabela Khoury, Fadi Kakish, Joanne Saba, Shadi Rantisi, Nicole Bekhit, Chuck Hanhan, Nick
Ofiesh. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

+«+ St. Nicholas church to all those who carry the names: Ibraheim, Yousef, David,Jacob, and Ishaq on the
occasion of their feast day. Happy Name’s Day!




Alter Candles is offered by:
+ Maha, Alex, Christopher, and Alexis Dabit in loving memory of beloved husband and father Rimon
Dabit, Also in memory of Father and Grandfather Nakhleh Aho. May their memory be eternal!
+ Nadim, Basma, Janan, Idette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell. Jane and Oscar Moran for the good
health of Jim Howell on the occasion of his birthday December 17th. Many Years!

Coffee Hour is offered by:
+ Nadia and Bishara Wahab for the good health of their family. Many Years

Choir and Chanters Sunday: we take a moment to honor and thank our choir directors, choir
members, and chanters for their continued love and dedication to making the services of our
Church as beautiful and moving as possible through their gift of singing and chanting.

WakgyoudCalender

Guest Speaker:

This Sunday Dec 20th we will be having Father Antony Gabriel, the Chairman of Antiochian
Heritage Foundation, as a special guest. Fr. Gabriel will give a presentation about his department, also
will join us the Christmas Party on Saturday Dec 19th, and celebrate the Divine Liturgy on Sunday 20th
Christmas Services:

Thursday, December 24™ Matins 8:00 pm Divine Liturgy 9:00 pm.

Friday, December 25" Divine Liturgy at 11:00 a.m.

Clrisimas Party

St. Nicholas Annual Christmas Party is on December 19" with the musically talented JABOUR BAKLA and
Maestro RADWAN SHAKHASHIR and Ensemble. Donation: $85.

For reservation, please contact: Jeries Azar : 415-710-0456, Elias Batshon: 650-580-7185, Sana Jada: 650-
255-1380, Salwa Shnoudi: 650- 580-8561

oudly Presents

‘The musically talented: JABOUR BAKLA
~ With Maestro: RADWAN SHAKASHIR

And Ensemble

December 19%, 2015
.. Appetizer 6:30- 7:30 pm Dinner: 8:00 pm

— Donation $85

Christmas Play

Sunday School Christmas Play will take place on Sunday Dec 20th after Divine Liturgy
Followed by SANTA CLAUS Coming to town to give out Christmas Presents.

Bring your camera and take a picture with Santa! And don’t forget to bring your parents with
you!!!

Pledge Commitments & Archdiocese Fees
Before the end of this year, we would like you to honor your pledge commitments and
archdiocese fees. God bless you!



tel:415-710-0456
tel:650-580-7185
tel:650-255-1380
tel:650-255-1380
tel:%28650%29%20490-3989

SAVE THE DATE: CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Sunday December 273 201 5
from 5:00 to 6:30 PM

Sponsered by Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church= j&

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94 131.%
FREE ADMISSION - PARKING AVAILABLE
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CHRISTMAS Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

In one of the texts of the Holy Scriptures we are told
that the world had waxed old, had decayed in the
course of centuries since man had lost touch with God,
since communion between God and man had become
dimmed. And Saint Paul says that the whole creation is
waiting with longing for the revelation of the children

C (B (S g B sl ~ of God, for the moment when man will have become
Man again in the fullness, in all the beauty of the glory

of his vocation.

And on the day when we remember the Nativity of Christ, the Incarnation of the Son of God, we
can see that the beginning of a new time has come, that this world that had gone old because God
was, as it were, far away from it - great, awe-inspiring but distant, had come to an end. GOD IS
IN OUR MIDST: this is the meaning of the word ‘Emmanuel’; God with us - and the world is no
longer the same. We live in a world into which God has come, in which He is the living power,
the inspiration, Life itself, Eternity itself already come. And this is why Saint John the Divine in
the Book of the Revelation, speaking of Christ as the End, uses in Greek not the neuter which
would be right, but the masculine: because ‘The End’ is not a moment in time, the End is not
something that happens, but Someone that comes.

Yes, we are waiting for the day when God will come in glory, when all history will be up, when
all things will be summed up, when God shall be all in all; but already now God is in our midst;
already now we have a vision of what man is by vocation and can be by participation. But this is
an offer; God gives His love, God gives Himself - not only in the Holy Gifts of Communion, but
in all possible ways He is ready to enter into our lives, to fill our hearts, to be enthroned in our
minds, to be the will of our will, but to do that, to allow Him to do that we must give ourselves to
Him, we must respond to love by love, to faith - the faith which God has in us - by faith that is
trust and faithfulness to Him. And then - then, we, each of us singly and all of us in our
togetherness, will become God's Kingdom come with power, the beginning of the fullness of
time, the beginning of the glorious victory!

Isn't that something which is worth struggling for? Isn't it worth turning away from everything
that separates us from our own integrity, from one another, from God, and allow ourselves to
become new creatures?

Let us now, now that the beginning has come, and in a way the end is already in our midst, let us
do it: overcome all that is unworthy of ourselves and allow God victoriously to transfigure our
lives! Glory be to God for His love! Glory be to God for the faith He has in us, and for the hope
He has put into us!



THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Tial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
) Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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Nichelas Banguet Roogy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.
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