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Sunday, Dec 27" , 2015

CHRIST IS BORN...
GLORFY HIM!
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THE EPISTLE.The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (6:8-7:5, 47-60)In those days, Stephen, full of grace
and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of
the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia,
arose and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.
Then they secretly instigated men, who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and
brought him before the council, and set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against
this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and will
change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face
was like the face of an angel. The high priest said, “Is this so?” And Stephen said: “Brethren and fathers, hear me.
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and
said to him, ‘Depart from your land and from your kindred and go into the land which I will show you.” Then he
departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from
there into this land in which you are now living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but
promised to give it to him in possession and to his posterity after him, though he had no child. But it was Solomon
who built a house for Him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says,
‘Heaven is My throne, and earth My footstool. What house will you build for Me’, says the Lord, ‘or what is the
place of My rest? Did not My hand make all these things?’ You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, Whom you have
now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Now when they
heard these things they were enraged, and they grinded their teeth against him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud
voice and stopped their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and
the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
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THE GOSPEL St. Matthew. (2:13-23) When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and
took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two years old or under, according
to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go
to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and
His mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of
Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be
fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

+» Rose Habib and Sally Habeeb and family in loving memory of their dearest departed father Louis
Habib, and brother Robert Habib on their Christmas birthdays, Dec 23rd, and Dec 25th. Also in
memory of beloved mother Julia Habib, brother George and wife Barbara, and Elias Habeeb, and all
their departed family and friends at this blessed Christmas season., May their beautiful memories be
eternal!

% St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Fadi
Rantisi, Chris Rantisi,Christina Batshon Dabeb, Rozana Maayeh, Zoher Eyad.. Happy Birthdays.
Many Years!

Alter Candles is offered by:
s Maha, Alex, Christopher, and Alexis Dabit in loving memory of beloved husband and father Rimon
Dabit, Also in memory of Father and Grandfather Nakhleh Aho. May their memory be eternal!

Coffee Hour is offered by:
+ Nadia and Bishara Wahab for the good health of their family. Many Years
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SAVE THE DATE: CHRISTMAS CAROLS : Sunday Dec 27" @5:00pm.

Sunday December 27, 2015
from 5:00 to 6:30 PM

Sponsered by Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church* &

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94131.*
FREE ADMISSION - PARKING AVAILABLE

= -

+THe*Christmas of hop;*lov’é celebrated inthe Middlte-East® * S "
S ) Jordan * Lebanon v, . -~ Holy Land.

% Next Youth meeting will take place on Monday Jan 4th 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Church.

Looking forward to seeing everyone next year! ... Till then have a Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year.




Merry (ristmas

The Christ Child: The little helpless figure in swaddling clothes represents the complete
submission of Christ to the physical conditions governing the human race.The earth provides

== him with a cave. The animals watch over him in silent wonder and we
humans offer him one of us, the Virgin Mother. His manger is like a coffin
and his swaddling clothes are very much like the grave clothes, for this
child is born to die.Far from the Christmas-card image of being born in a
sweet, cosy stable, surrounded by cuddly animals and adoring fans, Christ
Is born in a dark cave. The craggy rocks above the cave form the shadow of
the cross on which he dies.One very old version of the Christmas story has
it that Christ was born in a cave outside Bethlehem, which is why the icon
shows him that way, in the midst of jagged rocks and pitch dark. Christ has come into the
world to save it, but that means he has come into a place of darkness and danger. He is in the
depths. His birth anticipates his death, just as the gift of myrrh (a spice used in burials) points
us to Christ’s death and burial.So, while the nativity is a joyful event, it carries a serious
message. Jesus Christ is God with us, God come to live the life of a human being on earth. But
he has also come to die, to set us free from our slavery to evil, poverty and injustice. As one
writer puts it: “God became a human child so that we might become children of God.”
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY e DEATH

TRIAL LAWYERS
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Nichelas Banquet Roogy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.
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