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Sunday, January 10™ 2016

House Blessing Starts on Wednesday, January 6™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his visitation for
house blessings on Wednesday, January 6™. You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for
scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the office.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (4:7-13)

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said,
“When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He
ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is He who also ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And His gifts
were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (4:12-17)

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so that
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali,
toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a
great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time
Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Zack
Khoury, Tamer Hanhan, Rania Freij, Ramzi Jada, Huda Fashho, Joan Maayeh, Widad Husary, Jack
Louh, Ghada Keishk, Issa Shnoudi, Salwa Shnoudi, Randa Rantisi, Georgette Bazouzi, Wesam Azar.
Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

¢ Sally Habeeb’s children for the good health of Sally Habeeb on the occasion of her birthday. Happy
Birthday. Many years!

< Afaf Dudum in loving memory of Thomas Dudum on the occasion of his birthday Jan 14". May
his memory be eternal, and for the good health of his family Lana, Anthony, and Cassandra Dudum.
ManyYeas!

+¢ Lamis Malouf Bachir and Wafa Vassilakis and family in loving memory of mother Souraya Baker,
Father Melhim Malouf, and Brother Josef Milano Malouf. May their memory be eternal!

++ St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who are named; John, Hanna ...etc.
after Prophet, Forerunner John the Baptist (January 7), on the occasion of their Names Day!
Many years!

Coffee Hour is offered by:
+ Rodi and Janet Bagleh for the good health of their children and Grandchildren. Many Years

WarkgyoudCalender

< This Sunday January 10" we will be having Awamat (Zalabieh &Y )
offered by Rodi and Janet Bagleh. God bless you and your family. Js
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EVE OF EPIPHANY (Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh)

Year after year, in brotherly love, in a search of a oneness deeper
than all visible unity we meet here. And we meet here in the light
of our salvation in Christ. The salvation of mankind, the salvation
of the world created by the Word is not a one-sided act of God.
The Incarnation would have been as impossible without the
humble assent of the Virgin Mother as it would have been
without the positive will of the Father. But also, in the
Incarnation only a beginning is made to our salvation. Saint John
Chrysostom in one of his Homilies says that Christmas is like a
dawn, but Epiphany which for us means the baptism of Christ is
like a full light of day. Why? Because in the Incarnation, in the birth of Christ, the Son of God
become the Son of Man in Bethlehem. God seizes upon the humanity which is offered Him by the
faith of the Virgin Mother, which is the culminating point of all the faith of those

who ever longed for the coming of their Saviour and believed in it, those whose names are written
in Christ's genealogy, and the many, many, the millions whose names are unknown to us, but who
are all known to their Lord and their God.
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But in the Incarnation, in the Nativity of Christ in Bethlehem, God takes hold of a frailty of a
child, and, as a parable, gives Him to us. Love is always given; love is always defenseless, love is
always ultimately vulnerable, and the more perfect the love, the more fulfilled, the more
defenseless, the more given and vulnerable it is.

Divine Love is incarnate in Bethlehem; and the humanity of Christ there receives passively the
gift of this union with God as the result of the perfect faith of the Mother, the Virgin Mother Who
has offered Herself and Her Son to be God's own Son.

On the day of the Baptism Christ has reached the fullness of His human maturity, and now, it is
the humanity of the Word Incarnate that takes upon itself, in an act of perfect freedom, of entire
faith, of unreserved obedience, of heroic surrender the task which Love Divine has laid upon
Him. He comes to Jordan free of sin, and He is baptized. Why? A Western Presbyterian minister
of France told me once that he sees it in the following way: the people came to John the Baptist
soiled, polluted by sin in an act of repentance and of faith, of a return to God, washed their sins in
the waters of Jordan; and these waters became heavy with human sin, became what the legend of
so many nations call, the dead, the killing waters of sin. And Christ comes; and He, pure of stain,
immerses Himself in these waters of death as one would immerse white wool into a dye, and
comes out; comes out of these waters carrying upon Himself all the sin that has been washed in
these waters.

Ancient thought, ancient intuition had already perceived something of this mystery in the story of
Hercules which is mentioned by one or another of the spiritual writers of old. Hercules stands for
the hero who saves; he kills with an arrow the Centaur, the creature which is both beast and man
BD” an image of what sin makes of us: beasts and men at the same time, because the image of
God cannot be washed but it can be profaned; it cannot be destroyed but it can become monstrous
as in the legend of Centaur. And on his dying moment the Centaur sends to Hercules his tunic
asking him to wear it in memory of his victory, traitorously. And when Hercules puts it on it
clings to his body and burns him like fire. And he tears it away together with his flesh and his life.
Isn't this an adequate image, an intuition of genius of what happened in Christ? Yes, He merges
Himself, He immerses Himself in these waters of death; He comes out of them wearing on His
body, in His humanity all the consequences of human sin, as Hercules put on the tunic soaked
with the blood of the beast-man. And Christ will die of it because it is the only way He could free,
not Himself but mankind of its sin. We are Christ's own people; our vocation on earth is to be in
history, in the course of our short-lived existence, what Christ has been: love divine incarnate;
vulnerable unto death and unto torment; helpless because it is totally and freely given. And our
vocation is to struggle within us against everything which is sin, everything which is evil, to free
ourselves by faith and obedience, by love and ascetical endeavor of everything which is not
worthy of God, of everything to which God cannot unite Himself. And then, give ourselves unto
life and unto death for the salvation of every person, of every nation and of the world.

This is what this feast of Epiphany tells us. Let us follow into footsteps of our Master, from
centaurs become truly human beings, and human, unite ourselves with God in Christ by the power
of the Spirit, and lay down our lives, and offer if necessary our death for the salvation of all who
need it.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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TRIAL LAWYERS
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Nichelas Banquet Roogy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.
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