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Sunday, January 24™ 2016

T This Sunday (One- Year) memorial service for the servant of God

% Naim Turk offered by his family. May his memory be eternal! %

House Blessing Started on Wednesday, January 6th :

As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki started his visitation for
home blessings on Wednesday, January 6th. If you still need to have your home blessed, you
will receive a phone call from the Church Office for scheduling. If you need to reschedule or
do not hear from us and would like to have your home blessed, please call the church office

415-648-5200.

THE EPISTLE: the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (1:15-17)

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. And | am the foremost of sinners; but | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience for an example to those who were to believe in
Him for eternal life. To the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory to the
ages of ages. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (18:35-43)

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; and
hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is
passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front
rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on
me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to Him; and when he came near, Jesus
asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” And
Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received
his sight and followed Him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week:
Ashraf Edam, Samer Imseeh, May Azar, Sana Khoury, Tanya Jaghab, Massad Rantisi, Ilyan
Baalbaki, Naser Halteh, Brandon Rantisi, Nasser Khoury, Leila Rishmawi,Osama Qwwas, Nizar
Qutami. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

Announcements:

< Men’s Fellowship monthly meeting will be held Tuesday January 26" at 7:00 pm in the church hall

< St. Nicholas General Assembly meeting and the installation of the Parish Council members will
take place on Sunday, January 31st. In order to have the right to vote, you must be spiritually
qualified, also a member in good standing with your pledge for 2015. This is the meeting of the
parish where the financial report for the last year is presented and the budget for the following
year is approved. This is where we present the reports from the auxiliaries, Sunday School, etc.
and any other business of the church. In other words, the state of the parish.
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Save The Date: Saturday February 13"

St. Nicholas Church would like to invite youto ---

VALENTINE's NIGHT
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with Maestro RADWAN SHAKHSHIN and Ensemble
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Saturday, February 13th, 2016
Doors Open at 7:30 PM

$95 per ticket
Including Top Shelf Open Bar & Prermum Dinmer
Lle g tall 5 LAl clis

For Tickets, please contact:
Church Office @ 415-648-5200
Elias Batshon @ 650-580-7185

Sana Jada @ 650-255-1380




Bouquets To Icon Event:
Saturday, March 19" ,2016

PAOI Women's Board presents
Save Bouquets to Jcons

t ﬁ e D A te Lenten Luncheon

Saturdavy, ,
March 19, 2016

1100 am - _::O(jfplll
FHoly Trinity Serbian
Orthodox Church in
:?\/O}‘d\(ltl
Limited Space Available
Further information:

Marilyn at 650-692-1966 or
mhabeeb6o>2 @gmail.com

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh:

In a secret prayer read by the priest at the beginning of the Liturgy it says, using the words of St John
Chrysostom, that if two or three agree together in all things, the grace, the power and the presence of
God will be in their midst.

What is it then, what are the words that are so decisive in this prayer? | think it is not that two or three
may agree from time to time, when they have a common interest or the same feelings, but that they
are prepared to be in agreement, that is in harmony in all things, making the concerns of one the
concerns of all; considering the sins of each one as being our own responsibility and not only the
responsibility of those who sin; because if we were a true Christian community, how much support,
how much help would every member of it receive in the struggle for integrity and life! So it is
agreement, harmony in all things that is the precondition of the presence of God with power and
grace, with exulting joy and love.

Already in his own time St Paul said, "Alas, there are divisions among you". And these divisions
destroy the unity which could be the place where God can act.

We must reflect on this very attentively because we cannot naturally, spontaneously love everyone;
we find it very difficult to understand one another; we find it very difficult to bear one another's
burdens, to endure each other; we find it almost impossible to consider the sins of one or another
person as our own. And yet, if we respond to the shortcomings, the sins, indeed the evil there may be
in someone by rejecting that person, we find ourselves separated from God, because God does not
reject any one of us. God became one of us at the cost of His incarnation, at the price He paid for love
of us; not of the righteous ones - did not He say, "It is only the sick who need a physician, not those
who are whole"? He came to share with that very sinner, with that unbearable person whom we
reject, with the very people with whom we are at variance; He came to share not only our common
humanity, but their destiny, their agony, their struggles. It is not in vain that Isaiah speaking
prophetically of Christ, says that the weight of the sin of the whole world was upon Him.

Let us reflect on this, because if we want to become what we are not - a Christian community, a
community of people who love one another earnestly, if necessary sacrificially, whose love is
prepared to go as far as crucifixion, then we must learn a great deal about our attitude to each other.
How can we contemplate the vision of the Cross if we are not prepared to carry one another's
burdens, to identify in sympathy and compassion with each other?



How can we face the fact that God in His love gave His life for the lost while we reject those for
whom He died, ignore them, would like to rule them out of our life because it would be so easy to
live only with those people who are no problem for us? By this rejection we become alien to God, not
by any action of His, or of anyone around us, but by our own free choice because we cannot accept
those for whom Christ lived and died.

Let us reflect on this, let us conquer everything in us that prevents us from being at one with God, and
then through this unity with God let us accept one another even if it be at the cost of our lives.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

vered |

1500 ;;".’, Area the St

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY e DEATH

TRIAL LAWYERS




REXSI T LT

REAL ESTATE

AR

BRE # 00550532
Gell: [650]740-9263

S7r. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds * Conaxoumniaty Sparits

The Iissioar of Ss. Jobhm's
A < 1::”"3&1-‘&‘0‘

- omx m
w’tmﬂi-snm
a 5

a—dc-lnnﬂm
The Academy 3s a pan—Oxthodox

SCHED v n_snﬁ:_t-u hack Sents d_ne
CATI. TO ULE A VISTYT TODAY!? s :‘. nm’ 3 ==
Ammerica. We welk =

from ail ethoic backgn <

St. John of San Framcisco Orthodox Acadesvw

G2 10 Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA a1 22

Admmingstration (415) 221 -S484 @ e Nt Fotin wf S Phaciboe Ovginative Ssodrom
-—

infornea tion@ stgjobnsscadcsny st .ory www styohrsascademysforg e A e P €



Nichelas Banquet Roogy

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.
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