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Sunday, January 31" 2016

House Blessing Started on Wednesday, January 6th :

As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki started his visitation for
home blessings on Wednesday, January 6th. If you still need to have your home blessed, you
will receive a phone call from the Church Office for scheduling. If you need to reschedule or
do not hear from us and would like to have your home blessed, please call the church office

415-648-5200.

THE EPISTLE: the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive,
because we have our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who
believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example
in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until | come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to
preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance
when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote yourself to them, so
that all may see your progress.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he
was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the
crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see
Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and came
down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the
guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods | give to the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man
came to seck and to save the lost.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

+¢+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those have birthdays this week: Johnny Nabil
Khoury,Lana Saoud, Shafy Dabit, Randa Shatara, John Madanat. Happy Birthdays. Many
Years!

“ V. Rev. Fr. father George Baalbaki and St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who
are named; Gregory/Greg, after Saint Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople
(January 25) on the occasion of their Name's Day! Many years!!

And especially our beloved Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh on the occasion of His
Name's Day. May God Grant Him Many Years fulfill with Health, Joy & Happiness!!

Announcements:

St. Nicholas General Assembly meeting and the installation of the Parish Council members will take
place on Sunday, January 31st. In order to have the right to vote, you must be spiritually qualified, also
a member in good standing with your pledge for 2015. This is the meeting of the parish where the
financial report for the last year is presented and the budget for the following year is approved. This is
where we present the reports from the auxiliaries, Sunday School, etc. and any other business of the
church. In other words, the state of the parish.

valentine Party

Save The Date: Saturday February 13*

St. Nicholas Church would like to invite youto -..

VALENTINE's NIGHT
R

Proudly Presents

The Famous Palestinian Singer
D2l k8T GUEAN 2a

ELIAS GLYANOS
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with Maestro RADWAN SHAKHSHIN and Ensemble
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Saturday, February 13th, 2016
Doors Open at 7:30 PM

$95 per ticket
Including Top Shelf Open Bar & Prermum Dinner
Lls g lall 5 AL slis

For Tickets, please contact:
Church Office @ 415-648-5200
Elias Batshon @ 650-580-7185

Sana Jada @ 650-255-1380




Bouquets To Icon Event:
Saturday, March 19" ,2016

PAOI Women's Board presents
Save Bouquets to Jcons
tﬁe D cl te Lenten Luncheon

Saturdavy, ,
March 19, 2016

1100 am - 3:00pPm

FHoly Trinity Serbian
Orthodox Church in
;?\Iwz‘u\qu

Limited Space Available

Further information:

Marilyn at 650-692-1966 or
mhabeeb6o>2 @gmail.com

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh: ZACCHAEUS

In these weeks of preparation for Lent, we were faced last Sunday with the story of Barthimaeus to
attract our attention on our own blindness; our spiritual blindness of which we are not aware while
physical blindness is so clearly perceived; but also on the fact that if we want to recover our sight, our
spiritual vision, our understanding of self, of God, of our neighbour, of life, there is only one person
to whom we can turn - it is God, our Lord Jesus Christ. Bartimaeus have tried all means to recover his
sight, but it is only when he turned to Christ that he did recover it.

Whether we have taken advantage of the past week to reflect deeply on our own blindness, and in the
darkness to begin to see some light, 1 do not know; each of us will have to answer for his eagerness or
his laziness.

But today we are confronted with a new parable, or rather, a new story of the life of Christ: the story
of Zacchaeus. This story speaks to us again directly and the question which is been asked from us is
this: What matters to me more? The good opinion of people around me, that people should not jeer at
you, laugh at you because you are seeking to see God, to meet Him, or the necessity, the inner call to
discover everything provided you can see Christ face to face? Is vanity stronger in us or the hunger
for God? And Saint John of the Ladder says clearly that vanity is contempt of God and cowardice
before men. What is our attitude: are we prepared to discard everything, provided we can meet God -
or not? And in our circumstances it is not so much people who will prevent us, people will not jeer at
us, they will not laugh at us: they will be totally indifferent; but this does not mean that we like
beggars not turn to them, hoping for their approval, and in order to receive this approval, turn away
from our search, from the only thing that can heal us and give us new life.

Also, we will find within ourselves conflicting voices, saying, Don't! Don't make yourself ridiculous!
Don't single yourself out by a search which is not necessary; you have got everything... Zacchaeus
was rich, Zacchaeus was known as an honorable citizen - so are we! We possess so much, we are
respected - are we going to start on a road that will make us into what Paul calls 'the scum of the
earth’, debase us? This is the question which today's story of Zacchaeus says to us: is vanity, that is
the search of things which are vain, empty, and the fear of other people's opinion that will prevail, or
the hunger each of us has, at times, acute for a meeting with the living God?
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds * Conaxoumniaty Sparits
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



