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Sunday, February 21 2016
Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican

THE EPISTLE: the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15)

Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my sufferings; and what befell me at
Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions | endured; yet from them all, the Lord
rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil
men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue
in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (18:10-14)

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I
am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a
week; I give tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will
be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this
week: Salim Quar, Suhaila Sweis, George Knouf, Salim Rantisi, Samman Azar, Rami
Hattar, Lou Hanhan, Lina Dabeet, Zeina Batshon, Nick Michael, Tarik Dabit, Jessica
Dabit, Maha Batshon Elserougi, Dina Srouji. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

Announcements:

2016 Great Lent Period

(March 14™ — May 1%, Strict Fast - NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish)
Sunday February 21% | Sunday of the Pharisee & Publican: Lenten Triodion Begins
Sunday March 6™ Judgment Sunday (Meatfare Sunday)

Sunday March 13" Forgiveness Sunday (Chessefare Sunday)
Monday March 14" First Monday of Great Lent
Sunday March 20™ Sunday of Orthodoxy

Friday March 25" Annunciation of the Theotokos (Only Fish Allowed)
Sunday April 3" Sunday of the Holy Cross

Sunday April 24" Palm Sunday (Only Fish Allowed)

Friday April 29" Great and Holy Friday

Sunday May 1% Great and Holy Pascha

¢ Men’s Fellowship monthly meeting will be held Tuesday February 23" with a
guest speaker Attorney: ISSA MICHEAL and nice dinner.

Bouquets To Icon Event:
You are cordially invited to join us for an afternoon where floral designers will
present an array of arrangements inspired by beautiful icons.

In creating these arrangements, the designers pay tribute and draw their inspiration
from the selected icons.SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2016, 11:00 AM.
Donation $55.00 per person.

All proceeds benefit the Patriarch Athenagoras Institute. Complete details are on
the attached flyer or contact Marilyn Habeeb, mhabeeb692@gmailcom

or 650-692-1966.



tel:650-692-1966

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee” by Fr. Ihor Kutash:

“IMPOSTORS WILL GROW WORSE AND WORSE” (Sunday of the
Publican and the Pharisee” Today the Church draws our attention to Jesus’
wonderful Parable about the tax- collector (publican) and the Pharisee
(Luke 18:10-14). We hear about the foolish, insensible pride of the
religious man who boasted even as he was praying, little heeding the fact
that no one upon earth has the right to boast before God, Who can see even
the most secret, hidden faults of a person. The irreligious tax-collector was
much wiser when he stood before God in total humility, refusing to flatter
himself and simply asking God for mercy. He left it up to God how that
mercy would be shown towards him. This is indeed a most worthy
example for us to follow. It is also most timely, coming just before we
begin the efforts of fasting and observing the time of Lent. All of our
fasting and endeavour will be of no value unless they are coupled with
humility, that is, a realistic sense of our true standing before God and our
fellow human beings. In fact, the person who insists on being proud while
fasting will even emerge from the process in a worse state than before he
or she began the fast, because they will simply have given themselves
another reason for patting themselves on the back. St. Paul’s words to his
student in the Faith, St. Timothy, in today’s Epistle (2 Timothy 3:10-15)
ought to make us sit up and take notice in this matter. He says that “all
who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil
men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being
deceived”. He says, in other words, that a truly godly life is inevitable
tested by persecution and by various kinds of suffering. There is benefit in
this! It can help keep us from being deceived about how good we are. It
can keep us aware of the fact that we are
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



