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Sunday, April 3, 2016 ;
Veneration of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross/clall 3 gad) aal

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)
Brethren, since we have a High Priest, Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One Who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For
every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset
with weakness. Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the
people. And one does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also
Christ did not exalt Himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by Him Who said to Him, “Thou
art My Son, today I have begotten Thee”’; as He says also in another place, “Thou art a priest forever, after
the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL : St. Mark. (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake and the Gospel’s
will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a
man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His Father with
the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Kingdom of God come with power.”

1:9-34:8 (8 10 :Ja i)
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+«+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Mona
Rantisi, Hanady Batshon, Salwa Hashwa, Amel Jada, Rula Madback, Ramzi Issied, Dina Rantisi, Luay
Bouri, Suha Rantisi, Imad Canavati, Fr. Paul Baba. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

Announcements:

nday Dlnner‘We will have a dinner this Friday after the Akathist service@8:00pm
offered by the JADA families. Many thanks. May God bless you!

unche
Sunday Lenten L onJoin us downstairs for Luncheon offered by:

Sue Wais and Mary Ababseh in Memory of their Father Khalil F. Tannous and for the Good Health of their
Mother Janette Tannous and for the Good Health of the Wais, Tannous, Ababseh and Yoshida families.
Many Thanks. God Bless you and your family

% Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held this Sunday, April 3" after the Liturgy and luncheon.

2016 Great Lent Period

(March 14™ — May 1%, Strict Fast - NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish)

Sunday April 3™ Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sunday April 24" Palm Sunday (Only Fish Allowed)
Friday April 29" Great and Holy Friday
Sunday May 1% Great and Holy Pascha
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To all ladies: save the date: April 16" ladies Auxiliary workshop event at St. Nicholas Hall
@ 11:00 am. Everyone is invited. More info to follow....

SAVE THE DATE:

2016 St. NICHOLAS SUMMER CAMP. From Monday, June 20th till Friday, June 24th at St. Sava Camp in
Jackson, CA. More details to come in the following weeks!




Sunday school Announcements:

1. 2016 Creative Arts Festival
2016 Creative Arts Festival Theme: "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
Main Website: http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf
Due Date for Submission: Sunday, April 10th to the Sunday School teachers.

A Attention Sunday School Students and Parents,

We’ve started preparing arts submissions for the Creative Arts Festival for the 2016 Parish Life
Conference. It is important that ALL students be present in Sunday School every Sunday during the
months of March and April to participate and complete their projects. Students may take their projects
and work on them on their own time as well.

[~

Sunday School students and staff participation in the Processions during Lent Season
Sunday school students and staff are asked to stay in church after communion to participate in the
following processions. Classes would resume as normal after the procession.

Sunday, April 3rd - Holy Cross Procession

THE CROSS (OrthodoxEurope.orq)

S ¥R The Holy Cross has particular significance for the Church. An instrument
¢ of death, it has become the instrument of salvation. St Basil the Great

, identifies the ‘sign of the Son of man’ mentioned by Christ in connection
> with His Second Coming (Matt.24:30) with the arms of the Cross
pointing towards the four ends of the universe. The Cross is a symbol of
y Christ Himself and is infused with miraculous power. The Orthodox
Church believes that Christ’s energy is present in the Cross. Therefore
Christians not only make crosses and place them on the same level as
icons in churches; they also wear crosses on their chests, make the sign of
the Cross over themselves and bless each other with the sign of the Cross.
They even address the Cross as something capable of hearing them:
‘Rejoice, life-bearing Cross’, ‘O most honorable and life-creating Cross

4 [W l of the Lord’.

T The Church knows about the miraculous, salvific and healing power of
the Cross and of the sign of the Cross from her centuries-old experience. The Cross protects a person
travelling, working, sleeping, praying. Indeed in all places, through the sign of the Cross, Christ’s
blessing comes down upon every good deed which we undertake: ‘The Cross is the protector of the
whole world, the Cross is the beauty of the Church, the Cross is the power of kings, the Cross is the
foundation of the faithful, the Cross is the glory of the angels and the sore of the demons’, sings the
Church at festivals of the Cross.

The teaching on the Holy Cross as a symbol of divine dispensation and as an object of religious
veneration is expounded by St Isaac the Syrian in one of his newly-discovered works. According to St
Isaac, the power in the Cross does not differ from that through which the worlds came into being and
which governs the whole creation in accordance with the will of God.


http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf
http://orthodoxeurope.org/page/10/1.aspx#2

In the Cross, the very same power lives that lived in the Ark of the Covenant, itself surrounded by
fearful veneration on the part of the people of Israel. The Ark was venerated, he answers, because in it
the invisible Shekhina (Presence) of God dwelt. The very same Shekhina is now residing in the Cross:
it has departed from the Old Testament Ark and entered the New Testament Cross.The material Cross,
whose type was the Ark of the Covenant, is, in turn, the type of the eschatological Kingdom of Christ,
states St Isaac. The Cross, as it were, links the Old Testament with the New, and the New Testament
with the age to come, where all material symbols and types will be abolished.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
' Bicycles
* Motorcycles
> Taxi
> Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

— —

TRIAL LAWYERS




REXSI T LT

REAL ESTATE

AR

BRE # 00550532
Gell: [650]740-9263

S7r. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNdimds * Conaxoumniaty Sparits

The Iissioar of Ss. Jobhm's
A < 1::”"3&1-‘&‘0‘

- omx m
w’tmﬂi-snm
a 5

a—dc-lnnﬂm
The Academy 3s a pan—Oxthodox

SCHED v n_snﬁ:_t-u hack Sents d_ne
CATI. TO ULE A VISTYT TODAY!? s :‘. nm’ 3 ==
Ammerica. We welk =

from ail ethoic backgn <

St. John of San Framcisco Orthodox Acadesvw

G2 10 Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA a1 22

Admmingstration (415) 221 -S484 @ e Nt Fotin wf S Phaciboe Ovginative Ssodrom
-—

infornea tion@ stgjobnsscadcsny st .ory www styohrsascademysforg e A e P €



8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



