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Condolences

T We would like to offer our sympathy to Mrs. Ghada Maalouf and all the Maalouf family and to
Najat Nicholas and the Nicholas family on the passing of their father Nasif Saliba (brother of his
Eminence late Metropolitan Philip Saliba) in Lebanon. May his memory be eternal!

E[i"We would like to offer our sympathy to Samir Hinn and his family on the passing of his brother
Najib Awad Hinn in Palestine. May his memory be eternal!

This Sunday (6- Month) Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God Georgette Baba offered by her family
May her memory be eternal!
Next Sunday April 17" (One-Year) Memorial Service for our beloved Suzanne Malek offered by her
Hhusband: John, Daughters: Julia, Sabrina
T Parents: Ebrahim & Suhad T
Brother Fadi & family
% Sister: Nancty and family a
May her memory be eternal!
THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom to swear, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having
patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by one greater than themselves, and in all their
disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of
the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that through two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

» } 20-13:6 Gl e s A0 )

S el i g A8 S HLY 2D Ay ol (die alie ] s Loy alh O Sy ad 3 e il 2o g WAl ) A

el Lot ellild capfill o LAl gt 3 jabia JS il g cagia alae 58 Loy 0 sanall (ulil) a5 20 sall JU (Al 3] I3
A Gl G S Vs Y5 Y (el dhan s candlly a8 cdaje i paal (il 2o ge ) 4555 3 3 of 4
Al ) el (i all Bl aS L g A clialal & g gall el I cllaaill ) Ulaill 03 0) i G 58 4 3a3 o clagd
A S G ) Glbasle i) ol 35 U (3 g g Ja0 G Gilaal) Jaly ) A



mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

THE GOSPEL: St. Mark. (9:16-30)At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him,
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”
And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with
you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long
has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can
believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with
tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him
again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of
them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had
entered the house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them,
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through
Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of
man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third
day.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Danny
Rantisi, Salim Qare, Issa Wahab, Haytham Madanat, Tony Karam, Jennifer Zeidan, lbrahim Elhaj. Happy
Birthdays. Many Years!

Annourncements.

rlday I)lnner'We will have a dinner this Friday after the Akathist service@8:00pm
offered by Basma Tannous, Salwa Shnoudi and Janet Bagleh.
Many thanks. May God bless you!

Sunday Lenten Luncheon

Join us downstairs for Luncheon offered by: Sue Rantisi, Sana Jada,
Salwa Shnoudi, Ghadeer hanhan. Many Thanks. God Bless you and your family

To all ladies: st. Nicholas Ladies Auxiliary invites all the ladies to
celebrate the Spirit of Easter and Palm Sunday (4i=%)by joining our Workshop event
which will include coloring, Baking Cookies and Sweets, Children’s Craft, and much
more... On April 16th at St. Nicholas Hall @ 11:00 a.m. followed by Lenten
Luncheon. Everyone is invited.




2016 Great Lent Period

(March 14™ — May 1%, Strict Fast - NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish)

Sunday April 24"

Palm Sunday (Only Fish Allowed)

Friday April 29"

Great and Holy Friday

Sunday May 1* Great and Holy Pascha
The Services program during the period of Great @gﬂ\ pgall 3 i A @) slal) &l
Lent 2016 2016 alal (uadal)
7:00
Wednesdays | Great Compline Service PM gla V s RSl agill 33a | play Y
7:00
Fridays Akathist Service PM flua V | AN 3all g ade dadd | daand)
10:00 | ]
Matins AM Llua ¥ . ag ) 3Ma )
Sk The Divine Liturgy of 10:55 | {alug) «-00 =)
Saint Basil the Great AM ’ ) ) Al

SAVE THE DATE:

2016 St. NICHOLAS SUMMER CAMP. From Monday, June 20th till Friday, June 24th at St. Sava Camp in
Jackson, CA. More details to come in the following weeks!

Sunday school Announcements:
2016 Creative Arts Festival

2016 Creative Arts Festival Theme: "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
Main Website: http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf

Due Date for Submission: Sunday, April 10th to the Sunday School teachers.

N Attention Sunday School Students and Parents,
We’ve started preparing arts submissions for the Creative Arts Festival for the 2016 Parish Life
Conference. It is important that ALL students be present in Sunday School every Sunday during the
months of March and April to participate and complete their projects. Students may take their projects
and work on them on their own time as well.

PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED

As our custom, the Family of St. Nicholas Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn of
the Resurrection day. All the parishioners of St. Nicholas will have their breakfast together in
celebration of the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call church office if you would like to
donate these items or money toward purchasing these items:

Feta Cheese
Orange Juice
Pita Bread
Eggs
Pancakes

Cheese
Turkey
Tahini
Sausage
Knives

Labneh Olives
Pickles Fruits

Milk Foam Cups
Bacon Potato
Forks

Ham
Napkins
Olive Oil
Coffee


http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf

Driving Out the Unclean Spirit! Very Reverend lhor Kutash
(Fourth Sunday of Lent - Commemoration of St. John of the Ladder)

Today's Gospel (Mark 9:17-31) tells of a young man who was in the power of an
unclean spirit, which strove with all its might to destroy him. Jesus cast it out and
told His disciples: "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer". It
appears that there are many unclean spirits out in the world. We hear of so many
people giving way to various kinds of negative influences and lifestyles.
Sometimes it seems as though they are unaware of the consequences of their
choices and actions - or else they do not seem to care. They may be unaware that there is an alternative
to this kind of defeated life.

This may not be so strange to us: we, too, may feel that we are powerless to deal with passions and
obsessions in our own lives. We can see what ought to be done, but we seem to be unable to do it. It is
as though some foreign power were acting through us -we do and say things that we do not want or like
to say. Is it an unclean spirit that holds us? Or someone that we love?

Jesus says that the remedy for this is prayer: His prayer, the prayer of the Saints, and our own prayers.
What a privilege it is to know that God hears our prayers! How good to know that we can always turn
to Him and tell Him all of our problems and temptations and find a sympathetic Listener who can help!
Yet sometimes we forget Him, or try to forget Him so that we can do the things that we find ourselves
driven to do. But He never forgets us. He longs to save us and make us safe in His love.

This is why He created us and the universe. Each time we fall away we can return to Him over and
over again. We can always pray, and to our prayer we can add fasting. We can do this for ourselves and
for others. Those of us who are moved by the death of Kurt Cobain and others like him - can pray for
him and for them. Above all, let us be sure that we ourselves have turned to God. As we do this, we
find the joy and peace promised by God to all who love Him.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
' Bicycles
* Motorcycles
> Taxi
> Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

— —

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



