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Sunday, May 15™, 2016

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women, Pious Joseph of Arimathea & Righteous Nicodemus
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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Al Maseeh Qam! Haqgan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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THE EPISTLE: the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the Twelve
summoned the body of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching
the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the
whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch.
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the
word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,
who was also himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body
of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether
Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him in
a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath was passed, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices so that they might go and anoint Him. And
very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”” And looking up, they saw that
the stone was rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right
side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus
of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell
His Disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And
they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+» St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Rima
Bagleh Perry, Victor Husary, Souzane Katami, Mandy Rantisi. Happy Birthday. Many Years!

V. Rev. Fr.George Baalbak, Parish Council and St. Nicholas Parish Family, extend our prayers and love
to our Father in Christ and Chief Shepherd, His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH on the occasion of
His Name's Day (St. Joseph of Arimathea, Second Sunday after Pascha).

May God Grant Him many years as our Father and Chief Shepherd. 2 L sxe ol se) I
+«»+ St. Nicholas Parish for the good health of all those who named: Joseph, Yousef, Joe, Josafine... on the
occasion of their Name’s Day. Many Years!

Alter Candles offer by:
+ Michael, Nadia, Tarig, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Yousef Rantisi on the occasion of his
Name's Day. Many Years!

Announcements:

SAVE THE DATE: 2016 St. Nicholas SUMMER CAMP. From Monday, June 20th till Friday, June
24th at St. Sava Camp in Jackson, CA. More details to follow!

Food for Hungry People Boxes
Please return your boxes for the “Food for Hungry People” soon. You may give them to any of
our ushers. Thank you!




Sunday of Holy Myrrhbearing Women

| The diligence of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women is truly great and their

.| fervent love for the Lord is constant. Free from every earthly predilection
their hearts lived and breathed only for the Lord: all their thoughts, desires
and hope were concentrated in Him and all their blessings and treasure

{\l| consisted in Him. For the sake of their beloved Teacher they willingly

V' leave their homes, their close and known relatives, forget the weakness of
their gender, are not frightened by the cruelty of the numerous enemies of
the Lord, steadily follow Him everywhere, long-sufferingly pass through
the cities and villages with Him and minister to Him from their means.
They do not abandon their beloved Teacher during His suffering and His
death. Trailing behind with love, they accompany the Lord also to Golgotha and they look upon the
Crucified One, taking measure of the compassionate feeling of His extreme suffering. Having
disdained all the dangers of the frantic enemies of Christ, they finally come nearer, to His very cross
and by their participation ease the ungquenchable grief and illness of His All-pure Mother. Having
fervently served the Lord with their means during His lifetime, they do not stop serving Him even
after His death.

According to their internal burning love of their Divine Teacher they will zealously render Him the
final burial honor: the anointing of His body with aromatic spices (MKk. 15:40, 47, 16:1-2; Mt. 27:55;
Lk. 23:28-31, 49-56, 24:1; Jn. 19:25). In a holy impulse to see and to visit the tomb of the Lord they
forget about themselves, about their need for rest, do not remember the obstacles and dangers, and
even the weakness of their gender does not stop them. Such is the true love of the holy women for
the Lord. It is continual, pure and simple, deep and strong. The burning continual love, the sincerest
unguenched diligence of the holy women was worthily rewarded by the Lord Himself.

The Holy Myrrhbearing Women, who preceded every one to the tomb of the Lord, also went before
everyone in the joy of the Resurrection (Mt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:6; Lk. 24:1-11). From this time the
holy women have become true witnesses equally with Holy Apostles to the resurrection of Christ for
all the people.

The ardor and continual love of the Holy Myrrhbearers for the Lord also serves as an example for
our love for Him. By the example of the holy women, we also should strengthen in our hearts the
true self-denying love for our Savior. Even the strength of our love for Him should be like those, as
the holy Apostle says, that nothing could separate us from Him, neither things present nor things to
come, neither life nor death, neither angels nor men (Rom. 8:38-39). Besides this, in the example of
the Holy Myrrhbearing Women the Holy Church presents a spiritual healing for all Christians
tempted with sorrows, leading to depression. Like the holy women, wounded with fierce grief
during the scene of their Lord and Savior, crucified on the cross and buried in a tomb, however
searched for unique comfort in that tomb where all their happiness and life were hidden and found
this desired comfort, so it is that each Christian soul should seek consolation in the sorrows and grief
at the tomb and cross of the Savior.

Together with this, the life and labors of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women themselves represent an
example of the true-Christian pursuit of the Christian woman. Her calling on earth is that this is
according to privilege a life of the heart in all its lawful displays. An example of the Holy Myrrhbearers
and the contemporary Christian woman is likewise called to serve the indigent from their means, to ease
the situation of the disabled by their labor, comfort the sorrowful and the sick and, to care "not for the
beauty of the body, not for the external braiding of the hair, not about gold finery and elegance in
clothes, but about the secret heart of the person in the incorruptible beauty of the gentle and taciturn




spirit, that is precious before God" (1 Pet. 3:3-4; 1 Tim. 2:9-12), i.e. about the development and
improvement in the Christian spirit of internal spiritual qualities, especially of the good and loving heart
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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
» Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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%~ Commercial and Residential Real Estate !"} :
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Sr. Johrn of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadernzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNimds=s * Conaxoumity Sparits

CAII TO SCHFDULE A VISTYI TODAY?

St. John of San Framcisco Orthodox Acadesvwy

62 10 Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA Da12)
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5, Mieholas Banauet Hoos

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



