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Sunday, June 5" | 2016 Sunday of the Blind Man/.«c¥! 2l

THE EPISTLE: Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you the way of salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to
the spirit, “I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But
when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
market place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, “These men are
Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or
practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders
to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison,
charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and
fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened.
When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are
all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas,
and brought them out and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized
at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced
with all his household that he had believed in God.
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THE GOSPEL: St. John. (9:1-38)At that time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from his birth.
And His Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in
him. | must work the works of Him Who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long
as [ am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As He said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the
spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” [which
means Sent]. So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before
as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he
is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered,
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to
the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put
clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division
among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight,
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether He is
a sinner, [ do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He
do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him,
saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard
that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered,
“And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who
speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped Him.
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+¢+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Samia
Khoury, Elaine Faddoul, David Hanhan, Ibtisam Hanhan, Nabil Daoud, Rima Hishmeh, Reem
Kaileh,Edmon Borozghol, Fefe Asfour, Sami Wahhab. Happy Birthday. Many Years!

Announcements:

@C Sunday School Graduation will take place on
<. 'a“‘i"" Sunday June 5th after Divine Liturgy.

3
+ Father’s Day Picnic on June 19" at Blackberry Farm in Cupertino: Address: 21979 San

Fernando Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014,

Note: On Sunday 19" (the Picnic date) the Divine Liturgy will start 30 minutes earlier at
10:30 am (without Matins) followed by the Pentecost Service (Kneeling Service.)

+«» Camp St. Sava, Jackson Monday- Friday June 20- June 25! AGES 9 -17

A Letter to Parents:
Dear camper families:
We pray for the spiritual welfare and growth of our -dear to Christ- children whom will be given to
our care during the camp.
We are grateful that you are entrusting us to teach them the Orthodox faith and to have with them a
good beneficial and spiritual time. We look forward to providing your child with a truly memorable
week that is enriching in every way!

The date for the Camp is approaching soon and we need to finish the preparation for it ASAP

Camp St. Sava, Jackson. 2016 Monday- Friday June 20- June 25. AGES 9 -17
IT IS IMPORTANT YOU PRINT CLEARLY.

Your registration form and $50 deposit are needed to hold your name.
The cost per campers is $200.00

Confidential limited financial assistance is available.

For all your questions or instruction please call:

Ilyan Baalbaki @ (586) 604-5331

We need some qualified youth to help out as counselors (Age: 19- 25)

(Also we need a limited number of parents to help out in the works of the camp as the
kitchen...etc)

+* 2016 PLC: 2016 Parish Life Conference will be hosted by St. George Church in Phoenix,
Arizona. Dates are Wednesday to Sunday, June 29-July 3, 2016.



\ This Sunday commemorates the gift of sight to the man born
¢ blind by Jesus Christ. The miracle of the healing of the man
born blind is very closely connected to the days of Pentecost
- by Christians: similar to others, it is commemorated by the
@ Holy Church in this period, and by its occurrence this miracle
— announces the Divine power and glory of the risen Lord (John
: 9:31-33, 38). According to the explanation in the Synaxarion,
the miracle of the healing of the man born blind is commemorated on this Sunday
because it was accomplished in Pentecost. In the example of the man born blind,
who was healed by Jesus Christ the Holy Church presents an image of any sinner,
who is blind from birth, "because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"
(Rom 3:23), but by the spiritual and physical gift of the wonderful light the eyes of
the blind man teaches that the Enlightener is truly the Lord alone, and only in His
light is it possible to behold the true and saving light. Therefore the Holy Church in
the hymns for this day also appeals to us to cry out: "O Christ God, the Sun of
righteousness, Who by your most pure touch enlightened all, now give sight to our
spiritual eyes and show us to be the sons of the day", and "our sight of sincere
feeling™; "Since You were born from the Virgin, filling all with light, fill me with
light for You are compassionate™; "On my wretched soul which battles at night with
the darkness of passions, hasten and have compassion, and shine in me, O mental
Sun, the rays of the bright star by which you took out the night from the light";
"Enlighten my mental eyes which are blind, O Lord, from the darkness of sin, and
enlighten, O Compassionate One, my closed eyes being washed by tears of humility
and repentance”; "Grant me, O Christ, a stream of inscrutable wisdom and
knowledge from on high, O existing Light of those in darkness and Guide of all
those gone astray".
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Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



