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sunday, June 26™, 2016 All Saints Sunday/Cxdll gaan aaf

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:33-12:2)

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured,
refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging,
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the
world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfection of our faith.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew.
(10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30)

The Lord said to His disciples, “Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge before
my Father Who is in heaven; but whoever denies Me before men, | also will deny before My Father Who is in
heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.”
Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and followed Thee. What then shall we have?” Jesus
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the New World, when the Son of Man shall sit on His glorious throne, you
who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My Name’s sake, will
receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Nick
Baalbaki, Alex Nazzal, Reem Alahwal, Najib Batshon, Eyad Rantisi, Ibrahim Azar, Fuad Ahwal, George
Khnouf, Basma Tannous. Happy Birthday. Many Years!

Alter Candles offered by:
Khader, Basima and Lisa Atwan for the good health of Chris Atwan on the occasion of his birthday June
24™, Happy birthday! Many Years!

Announcements:

+* 2016 PLC: 2016 Parish Life Conference will be hosted by St. George Church in Phoenix,
Arizona. Dates are Wednesday to Sunday, June 29-July 3, 2016.

The Harvest Road
(V. Rev. lhor Kutash) (First Sunday after Pentecost - All Saints)

There is a lovely song by Québec artist Bruno Pelletier called
"Aime!" (Love!). It encourages the listener to take the risk of
loving because it is the only reason for living - as well as the
hardest road to follow ("le chemin le plus dur a suivre™).

This first Sunday after Pentecost which is called "All Saints’"
gives us a chance to reflect on this road. Saints are people who are
| deeply touched by Jesus’ love. They reflect this love by their lives,
giving themselves completely to Him. Yet this love is shown by a
life intimately linked with the people of this earth. The Saints love
God by loving the inhabitants of this planet - often to the point of

| dying for them.

- Their martyrdom is an expression of their love for Jesus Who gave
up His life for us. It is also the expression of their love for those for whom He suffered. We
cannot see the love of Jesus except as it is incarnate in the lives of those who have been
captivated and transformed by it.




It is also a question of responsibility. Love does not seek to escape consequences such as fear
and hatred by those who do not understand, who find it impossible to trust and believe in this
pure, sincere and transparent wonder which refuses to agree with the view that this planet and
life upon it is nothing but a jungle where you eat or are eaten. Again Jesus is our example: He
gave us His Body and Blood as supernatural food in the Eucharist so we could eat and be
changed by it.

Incarnate love weeps as Jesus wept over those who would not see the treasure which was
offered them unconditionally. It accepts suffering, rejection and even death, and will not turn
against or from the beloved ones who test it by their cruelty and violence.

Are we ready to take this hardest road? Now, don’t be in a hurry to give an easy "Yes" to that
question! We must start upon this road with humility. Love requires patience, steadfastness
through trials and tribulations, tears, prayers, falls, and many returns back to the road from
which one has strayed. It is a process inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit Who has come to
work this miracle in every human of good will.

The condition for following the blessed and precious road which holds the only hope for the
future of humanity and this planet is our will, our desire! We must want to love! But what if we
find ourselves too timid, too bound up with the desire for comfort and pleasure? Wish to want!
Everything is possible with God. And in our spirit we really do want to love because we want to
be loved. Come follow the desire of your heart: love!
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



