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Sunday, July 10™, 2016

This Sunday (40 —Day) Memorial Service for the servant of God Fuad Baba offered by his family
May his memory be eternal!
(6-Months) Memorial Service for the servant of God Sami Tawfig Tannous
His wife Georgette, children: Farid, Nadia and Rami. Brother: Raja Tannous and family.

T May his memory be eternal! T

THE EPISTLE: The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (2:1-10)
Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from me
before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits,
since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes
according to the rules. It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.
Think over what | say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything. Remember Jesus
Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which
| am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not fettered. Therefore, |
endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with
its eternal glory.
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THE GOSPEL.:The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (6:22-33)

The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full
of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon. Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall
drink; nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul more than food, and the body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being
anxious can add one cubit to his stature? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies
of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon himself in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these.

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?” or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these
things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Vivian
Dabai, Nisreen Shnoudi, Hanna Azar, Ibraheem Rantisi, Kristina Daya, Mousa Husary, Suzan Saoud.
Happy Birthday. Many Years!

Alter Candle offered by:
% Daoud and Farida Srouji for the good health of their family: Ramzi, Tamara, Dina and Eric,
Lina & Joseph and their children. Many Years!

¢ Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell, and Oscar Moran for
the good health of Jane Moran on the occasion of her birthday July 12". Many Years!

« Sue Wais; Brother Fred Tannous & Sisters Farida, Mary, Maha & Carol in Memory (13" year
memorial) of Father Khalil Fareed Tannous; may his memory be eternal.




CALLING OF THE APOSTLES

It is essential for us to realise the link there is between Christ and the apostles. <...> If you read the Gospels
you will see that the apostles and the Lord Jesus Christ were born and lived in the same area. Christ came
to live in Nazareth as a child; the apostles lived all about the place of His abode. We know nothing about
the early years of these men, but if we think that Cana of Galilee was less than 4 miles away from Nazareth,
if we think that all the cities and all the villages in which Peter and Andrew, John and James and others
lived were around the same place, we can imagine that they had met and seen and heard the Lord Jesus
Christ as a child, as a youth.

We know nothing about the impact of His personality growing harmoniously into the fullness of His human
stature, but links of personal knowledge and familiarity existed. The disciples of John the Baptist, Andrew
and John, were the disciples of a cousin of the Lord. James was the brother of John, Peter was the brother
of Andrew. When they first met Christ, they sought out their friends Nathanael and Phillip. Even the words
of Nathanael ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ is not a mysterious saying. What would any one
of us say if he was told that God Himself had become man in a village four miles away from his own
village?

And then there is a whole process which we can trace in the Gospels in which one can see how, gradually,
the disciples discover the Lord Jesus Christ, how He becomes gradually more and more to them. And one
day their relatedness to Him is such that they could not leave Him even if they wanted to. When most of
Christ’s disciples abandoned Him the Lord said to the Twelve: ‘Are you also going to go?” And Peter
answers: ‘Where should we go? Thou hast the word of eternal life’. This relatedness between the disciples
and Christ that began perhaps in friendship, then in admiration grew to the relationship of disciples and
Master, on the way to Caesarea Philippi becomes a recognition, proclaimed by one of them as a gift of
God, of what He truly is: ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God’.

It is a relationship so deep, so perfect and complete that they cannot leave Him even if terror comes upon
them. When Christ tells His disciples that He is going to Bethany because Lazarus has died, His disciples
say: ‘Are you going back into Judaea? Were not the Jews about to kill you?” And one of them says, ‘Let us
go with Him and die with Him’. And that one is Thomas, the one who so often is thought as a doubter. No,
he is not a doubter. He is ready to live and to die with his Master, but he is not prepared credulously to
receive the news of Christ’s Resurrection with all its resurrecting impact and life-giving power without
being sure — because when Christ died on the cross His disciples scattered, afraid, in hiding, and yet,
attached to Him with all the fibres of their heart and mind and soul, they felt that life had gone out of the
world, life had gone out of their lives. That happens to us when someone who is infinitely dear dies. Then
we discover that because this person has died everything which is shallow, trivial, small, too small to be as
great as life and death, becomes irrelevant. We turn away from it, we become as great as our perception of
life and death can make us.

That is what happened to them, but then there was no life, there was only crushing, destructive death. They
could no longer live because life had gone out of their lives, but they could continue to exist. And all of a
sudden they discovered that Christ was alive and that they could live and, more than this, that in a
mysterious way because they had died so deeply and completely through love and oneness with Him, they
could, through love and oneness — both His and theirs — be alive, but alive with an unshaking certainty
that no death can deprive them of life any more, no kind of death; death was defeated. This is what we sing
at Easter, this is what we proclaim as the Gospel. Life has triumphed, death has no power over us. Our
body has no power to kill us when it dies. This is one of the essential witnesses of the apostles: not simply
that they are so faithful in their love for Christ that they are prepared to die, but that they are so certain from
inner certainty, from the welling up of eternity within them, from the victory within them of the life of
Christ, that death is no more. One can peacefully let go of temporariness, as St Paul says. For him death
does not mean divesting himself of temporary life, it means to be clad with eternity, eternity fulfilled, what
it was incipiently, germinally, fighting for the fulfilment in what he calls his body of corruption.
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



