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Sunday, July 17™, 2016
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council
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Next Sunday July 24™ (40 —Day) Memorial Service for the servant of God Hanna Thome
Offered by his family
May his memory be eternal!
(6-Months) Memorial Service for the servant of God Elias Louh
T Offered by his family T
May his memory be eternal!
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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once
or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he
is self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and
Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to
good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send
greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (5:14-19)The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it
gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father Who is in heaven. Think not that | have come to abolish the law and the prophets;
| have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Sam Katout,
Renda Dabit, Afaf Husary, Mike Rantisi, Sema Massad, Saleem Rantisi and Hanan Houli.
Happy Birthday. Many Years!

Congratulation: St. Nicholas Adult team’s accomplishment at 2016 Parish Life Conference:

2nd place at 2016 Parish Life Conference Bible Bowl
Congratulation to our own St. Nicholas Adult Team for winning 2nd place at 2016 Parish Life
Conference Bible Bowl Competition in Phoenix-AZ.
"Congratulation and Best Wishes to our Bible bowl team representing St. Nicholas Church at the Parish
Life Conference. They won second place;
Tarig Rantisi, Essa Husary, Sammy Rantisi, and Shadi Rantisi: You are awesome!
I am proud of you. Good job!" - Fr. George Baalbaki.

2016 Creative Festivals Winners
Congratulation to our own Sunday School Students: Sophie Aho, Noran Maayeh, Andrew Khayat,
and Natalie Rantisi for winning in the Creative & Arts Festival at 2016 Parish Life Conference.

Upcoming Events:

Family Night: St. Nicholas Church Ladies Auxiliary invites you to join us for a fun and
entertainment Family night on Saturday July 30th at St. Nicholas Banquet hall.
Donation: Adults $20, Kids $10. Hope to see all of you!

2016 Annual Festival:
St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival will be held on Saturday & Sunday,
October 1% & 2". More info to follow...

Fashion Show:
St. Nicholas Annual Fashion Show will be held on November 5" at St. Nicholas Banquet Hall.
More info to follow....




Fathers of the First Six Councils

The Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical
Councils.

In the Ninth Article of the Nicea-Constantinople Symbol of Faith
proclaimed by the holy Fathers of the First and Second Ecumenical
Councils, we confess our faith in “One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature of the Church, an Ecumenical
Council is the Church’s supreme authority, and possesses the competence
to resolve major questions of church life. An Ecumenical Council is
comprised of archpastors and pastors of the Church, and representatives of
all the local Churches, from every land of the “oikumene” (i.e. from all the
whole inhabited world).

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy Ecumenical Councils:

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicea 1), and also on seventh Sunday after Pascha) was convened
in the year 325 against the heresy of Arius, in the city of Nicea in Bithynia under StConstantine the
Great, Equal of the Apostles.

The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I) was convened in the year 381 against the
heresy of Macedonias, by the emperor Theodosius the Great.

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus) was convened in the year 431 against the heresy of
Nestorius, in the city of Ephesus by the emperor Theodosius the Younger.

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) was convened in the year 451, against the
Monophysite heresy, in the city of Chalcedon under the emperor Marcian.

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constnatinople II) “Concerning the Three Chapters,” was convened
in the year 553, under the emperor Justinian the Great.

The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I11) met during the years 680-681, to fight the
Monothelite heresy, under the emperor Constantine Pogonatos.

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea Il) is not commemorated today testifies to
the antiquity of today’s celebration. The Seventh Council, commemorated on the Sunday nearest to
October 11, was convened at Nicea in the year 787 against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor
Constantine and his mother Irene.

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils because Christ has established
them as “lights upon the earth,” guiding us to the true Faith. “Adorned with the robe of truth,” the
doctrine of the Fathers, based upon the preaching of the Apostles, has established one faith for the
Church. The Ecumenical Councils, are the highest authority in the Church. Such Councils, guided
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and accepted by the Church, are infallible.

The Orthodox Church’s conciliar definitions of dogma have the highest authority, and such
definitions always begin with the Apostolic formula: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to
us...” (Acts 15: 28).
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



