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Sunday, July 24" | 2016

This Sunday July 24™: 40 —Days Memorial Service for the servant of God Hanna Thome
T Offered by his family. May his memory be eternal! T

a 6-Months Memorial Service for the servant of God Elias Louh a

Offered by his family. May his memory be eternal!
Next Sunday July 31* : One-Year Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God Najla Jarjura.
Offered by her family. May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Romans. (10:1-10)Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
Is that it may be saved. | bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For,
being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not
submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who has faith may be justified.
Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on the law shall live by it. But the
righteousness based on faith says: Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into Heaven?” (that is, to
bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which we
preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses
with his lips and so is saved.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1)

At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming out of the
tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have we to do to Thee,
O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many swine was feeding
at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou castest us out, send us away into the
herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and behold, the
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and
going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city
came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. And getting
into a boat He crossed over and came to His own city.
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Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:
St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Judy
Koury, Randa Jaghab Hanani, Hind Bouri, Yousef Elhaj, Musa Nijmah, Asmahan Maayeh, Nina Azar
and Evana Dabit. Happy Birthday. Many Years!
Laila Louh in loving memory of Elias Louh. May his memory be eternal!
Saida Jaghab and family for the good health of Randa Hanani on the occasion of her birthday on July
24 th! Many years!
Saida Jaghab and family for the good health of Jayson and Tanya Veirya on the occasion of their
wedding anniversary in July 24th! Many years!
St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who are named; Elie, Elise, Elijah, and Elias after
the Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite (July 20) on the occasion of their Names Day! Many years!
Fr. George Baalbaki for the good health of all who are named Elias, especially: Dr. Elias Hanna, Elias
Akram Nasser, Elias Batshon, Elie Hana, Elias Jadelrab, Elias hanhan, Elias Bazouzi, Elias Tannous and
Elias Katout on the occasion of their Names Day! Many years! Also in loving memory of Elia Saoud ,
Elias Louh and Elias Shatara. May their memory be eternal!

Alter Candle offered by:
Sub-Deacon Michel, Zachary & Gregory Khoury for the good health of Judy Khoury on the occasion
of her birthday July 21*. Many Years!
Emad, Rozana, Joann and Nouran Maayeh wishing Sam and Asma Jildeh best wishes for their
marriage and Happy 24" birthday for Asma on July 19". May your life be filled with happiness!
Salameh Azar for the good health of Nina Theodory Azar on the occasion of her birthday July 23",
Many Years.

Upcoming Events:

Sunday Luncheon: This Sunday July 24™ we will have a luncheon for the benefits of the
Charity.

Family Night:

St. Nicholas Church Ladies Auxiliary invites you to join us for a fun and entertainment Family
Night on Saturday July 30th at St. Nicholas Banquet hall. Entertainment by Rami Kaileh
Donation: Adults $20, Kids $10.

Hope to see all of you!




2016 Annual Festival: N
St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival will be held on Saturday & /_’@
Sunday, October 1% & 2. More info to follow... -_—— "
Car Raffle: This year we will have a raffle for 2016 Honda Accord e
LX.Hurry up and buy your ticket for $50 to win the car.

N

Fashion Show:
St. Nicholas Annual Fashion Show will be held on November 5" at St. Nicholas Banquet Hall.
More info to follow....

A SIMPLE WAY OF SALVATION.

St. Paul’s words concerning salvation in today’s Epistle (Romans 10:1-10) are most assuring:
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved”. There is such certainty in these words! The demands are
very clear and the blessed result of meeting these demands is equally so. Christians have held
firmly to this assurance from earliest times. This was why, for example, they chose to die rather
than proclaim: “Caesar is lord”, as Roman authorities required of them. Others could do it,
perhaps holding on to the mental reservation that this profession of faith in Caesar which
Roman authorities required was mere bureaucratic nonsense, which was best got over with as
quickly as possible, so that one could get on with one’s life. For them, it was, to use a colloquial
expression, “no big deal”. But for Christians such a matter was very big deal indeed. They
simply could not do it. They could not confess two Lords. Words meant something. So did
loyalty. One confessed only one Lord because one believed in only One — One Who had been
raised from the dead! Having required this loyalty to Christ, St. Paul shows us that salvation of
humans ought not to be seen as something impossibly difficult to attain. Heretics, such as the
Gnostics who were active in the time of the Apostles, made salvation, or, as they preferred to
call it, “enlightenment”, a matter available only to the elite few who would be diligent in their
study of the esoteric knowledge and disciplines taught by certain teachers. This was not how
Christians viewed the matter. Salvation depended upon one’s confessing and believing, not
upon the memorization of complicated formulas and formulations, nor upon unusual
disciplines. In fact the way of salvation in Christ was so simple that even people with little
education and few means could confess and believe — and spread the news of salvation in the
Lord throughout the world. That was just what they did. Note that the vast majority of people
who followed Christ from the very beginning were simple shepherds and fishermen. These were
the ones who believed and confessed and who won the world to the Gospel. If it is indeed so
simple, you might ask, then why does not the whole world believe? We, Christians, are partly to
blame. We are too lazy to do our work of confessing Christ before others. Perhaps we are afraid
of being rejected and, perhaps, persecuted. Yet faith is a universal matter. People believe in all
sorts of things. The Orthodox Christian faith holds up very well among world religions and
philosophies. As we begin to understand and live it, we find that it is a most precious treasure.
This treasure is one which grows the more it is shared. Let us be diligent and consistent: let us
confess and believe.

Fr. IThor Kutash
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
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TRIAL LAWYERS
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



