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Sunday, August 7", 2016

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Romans. (15:1-7)

Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves; let each
of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written,
“The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have
hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another,
in accord with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (9:27-35)

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud: “Have mercy on us,
Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying,
“According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them,
“See that no one knows it.” But they went away and spread His fame through all that district. As they were
going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the
dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the
Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease
and every infirmity.
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Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:

St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Hala

Khoury, Marwan Al-Jada, Spiro Wael Hanhan and Suzan Rantisi. Happy Birthday. Many Years!
Sue Wais for the good health of mother Janette Tannous on the occasion of her Birthday (Aug 7th) and
her husband on the occasion of his B-Day (Aug 5th) and daughter Jeanette and her husband Jason on the

occasion of their anniversary (Aug 7th) - Many years.

Sahouria family commemorating the 8 year anniversary of the passing of Saba Kalil Sahouria, beloved

father, grandfather, and great grandfather. May his memory be eternal!

Alter Candle offered by:
+ Nadim and Basma Howell, Oscar and Jane Moran in loving memory of Judy Isabelle De Caminos.
May her memory be eternal!

Upcoming Events:

DORMITION FAST (The fast of St. Mary)
On August 1% the fast of the feast of St. Mary starts, and it will be ended on August 15", the feast of the
Dormition of St. Mary. During this fast we abstain from eating: fish, Meat, Milk and dairy food. On
Transfiguration we may eat fish, olive oil and wine.
The Paraklesis Service to the Virgin Mary (Monday,Wednesday, Friday @ 7:00 P.M.)
Transfiguration Service a3l xe (Friday August 5" @ 7:00 P.M).
Dormition service for the Feast of the Dormition of our Lady Sunday August 14™.
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Blessing of the Grapes:

Friday August 5" offered by Andy Azar for the good health of his family. God bless
you!

. Sunday August 7" We will be blessing the Grapes offered by Afaf Dudum in
loving memory of her son Thomas Dudum. May his memory be eternal!
And for the good health of Dudum, Imprescia, and Strickland families! May God grant them many
years!

Youth meeting: Our next Youth meeting will take place on Thursday August 11" at 7:00 p.m. at
Claudia Rantis's House. Address: (529 Acacia Ave San Bruno, CA 94066)

Meeting Agenda:

1. Opening Prayer

2. Topic discussion: Dormition feast and Virgin Mary

3. Planning a Youth Outing

Looking forward to seeing everyone! As always, all are welcome so if you're a first time attendee don't
be shy. Also, please feel free to invite your friends.

Festival General meeting: We will have a general meeting on Friday August 12" after the night
service with our Festival committee. Everyone who is going to help out and work at the festival is
invited and welcome to the meeting! Dinner will be served during the meeting...Hope to see all of you
there.




Save the Date :2016 Annual Festival:

St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival will be held on Saturday & /j@ 5
Sunday, October 1% & 2". More info to follow... G

Car Raffle: This year we will have a raffle for 2016 Honda Accord W
LX.Hurry up and buy your ticket for $50 to win the car.

Fashion Show:
St. Nicholas Annual Fashion Show will be held on November 5™ at St. Nicholas Banquet Hall.
More info to follow....

We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak

In his Epistle to the Romans (15:1-7) St. Paul calls all Christians to be the strength and the support of
those who are weak. St. Paul says to each of us and to all the Christian community: You who are strong
support those who are weak.

This must make us ponder. Are we to be called strong as contrasted with anyone else? Don't we realise,
each of us, how frail and how weak we are? Don't we feel that, whatever desire we have to be God's
own people, we have no strength and no power to achieve our human and our Christian vocation? And
at this point we must remember another saying of St. Paul; he too felt that he was weak, that he did not
possess all the strength he needed to fulfil his apostolate, and he prayed the Lord to give him strength.
The Lord answered him and said: My strength makes itself manifest in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). And St.
Paul, having understood what that meant, exclaims: So | shall glory in nothing but my weakness,
because then all will be an act of God.

But this weakness is not cowardice, timidity, sloth, laziness: everything that could be called inertia and
that prevents us from doing those things which we believe to be right, which our heart longs for, which
our mind understands to be the best, the holiest, and yet which our will is incapable of bringing into
operation. It is a different weakness; rather the awareness that we cannot achieve the greatness to which
we are called unless God helps us. Because we are all called to be the sons and the daughters of the
Most High, to be God's own children; indeed, by adoption, but once adopted, to be as completely and
perfectly God's children as the Only-begotten Son of God was the Son of God.

But what does it mean that we should support, help, uphold those who are weak? Perhaps we can find
the beginning of an answer in today's Gospel (Matthew 9:27-35). Christ was confronted with the blind
man. He gave him sight. We are surrounded by people who are blind 8B” not physically, but in so
many ways, people who need to acquire a vision and sight which would allow them to grow to the full
measure of their stature and to be truly happy. Not in the superficial sense of enjoying the good things
of life that leave us all hungry and full of longing, but with another happiness.

What are the things to which we can open the eyes of others? First of all, make people around us see
how great they are, how important they are to God. Each of us was not only willed, but loved into
existence by God. Each of us means so much to God that He gave His Only-begotten Son for our
salvation: all His Life, His Passion and His Death. This is what each of us, all human beings in the
world, mean to God. This 1s what so few realise BB that they are infinitely precious, with the infinity
of God. Also, that there is in them this hunger, and the hunger is too great for the things of this created
world to satisfy. Only God can fill them; but in order to see God, have we not heard, Sunday after
Sunday, read time and again, the words of Christ BbmBlessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
Godebk? So we must call every person around us to venerate, to reverence his own purity and to fight
for the purity of his mind, the purity of his heart, the purity of his life, so that becoming gradually less
opaque, then translucent, then perfectly transparent, the mind and the heart of man can perceive God.



At this point, everyone can turn to us and say "Physician, heal thyself." And indeed we can help others
only if we ourselves struggle and strive to be great with the purity that allows us to set God, with the
greatness of God, of the Only-begotten Son become the Son of men. There are many other things
which we may discover which are forms of blindness in us and in others. Whenever we discover them,
we must help others to discern them, because even if we ourselves are not truly capable of being what
we should be, at our words others may achieve what we are too slack or too weak, to do.

And so it is also with the man who was deprived of speech. How many, how many are speechless
before the greatness of God and the beauty of their own selves?

There is no way of discovering who and what God is unless we discover holiness and beauty in us. A
Russian preacher said once "When God looks at us He does not see the virtues or the achievements
which are not there; He sees the eternal beauty which He has implanted in each of us."

This is our message to every person, and this is the message of every person to us: reverence, love,
fulfil this beauty, become great! And then we will have done what St. Paul calls us to do in today's
Epistle: we will have supported those who are frail and weak, not with our strength, but with the
strength of God, because all things are possible in the Spirit of God that upholds us.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



