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Sunday, August 14™, 2016 Dormition Feast

Next Sunday August 21st: One-Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God Rifka Martha.
Offered by her family. May her memory be eternal!
[ e
THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Philippians. (2:5-11) Brethren, have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus, Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness
of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even
death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name which is
above every name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke. (10:38-42; 11:27-28)At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman
named Martha received Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s
feet and listened to His teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went to Him
and said, “Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.”
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one
thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken away from her.” As He
said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee,

and the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and keep it!”
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Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:
++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Rita
Madanat and Richard Fleifel. Happy Birthday. Many Years!
+ Daoud and Farida Srouji for the good health of their family. Many Years! God bless.

Upcoming Events

Festival General meeting:
K \*y We will have a general meeting on Friday August 12"@ 7
PM right after the lamination service for St.Mary Followed
Many Hands Make Work

by a (Potluck) Dinner
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! ’ Everyone who would like to help in the festival is welcome.
Hope to see all of you there.

Thank you for your continuous support

The Feast of St. Mary:.

e Great Vespers and Lamentation for the Feast of the Dormition of our Lady on Friday. 8/12 @
7:00 P.M

e This Sunday August 14™ we will celebrate the great Feast of St. Mary!

Happy Nam’s Day to all whose name: Mary, Maria, Maryam, Marylin, Miriana,
Miriam... Many Years!

Save the Date :2016 Annual Festival:

St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival will be held on
Saturday & Sunday, October 1% & 2". More info to follow...
Car Raffle: This year we will have a raffle for 2016 Honda
Accord LX.

Hurry up and buy your ticket for $50 to win the car.

Fashion Show:
St. Nicholas Annual Fashion Show will be held on Sunday, November 6™ " at St. Nicholas
Banquet Hall. More info to follow....




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

FEASTS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
: 4 Since early days the Church has given to the Mother of God
" titles of holiness greater than those which are given to any saint.
® She is called the All-holy, Panagia. We venerate Her as One
who is greater and holier than the Cherubim and the Seraphim,
greater than the angels of God who, endowed with vision, can
2 see, contemplate and adore, greater than the angels of God who
A are, as it were, the throne of the Most High. Because the ones as
the others see, worship, serve God as their Lord, as their Master,
o 4 : and yet somehow they remain farther from Him than She, who
in Her exceedlng holmess has become the kin of God, has become the Mother of the Incarnate
Word, who is the Bride, the perfect revelation of what the whole creation is called to be and to
become.
The Feast of the Presentation of the Mother of God to the Temple quite obviously raises
historical problems. We know that in Israel no one was allowed into the Holy of Holies, that the
High Priest entered it only once a year after having undergone purification by sacrificial blood.
What the feast stands for primarily is described, enlarged on, in a sermon on prayer written in
the 19th century by Theophane the Recluse. The Holy of Holies, he says, is the heart of hearts
of human worship. It is the place where men in the Old Testament can meet God to the extent to
which God can be met. It is the heart of the mystery of Israel. It is also the point which
somehow is beyond the point of the sacrificed. The sacrifice opens the door to it. The sacrifice
somehow remains this side of it. And to enter into the Holy of Holies means first and foremost
to enter into that depth of adoration, into that depth of prayer which makes one present to the
living God, which makes one stand face to face with the living God. The presentation of the
Mother of God, apart from historical features, is extolled by the Church because it indicates to
us where She stands in the whole of Her life, in the divine presence in complete surrender, in
complete adoration.
Tradition has it that she was brought by Joachim and Anna. On the icons you can see young
girls with candles bringing her to the temples. She was handed over to the high priest, who took
Her into the place to which he had no access himself. Now | don't think there is any advantage
in discussing the possible historicity of an event of that kind. From a purely historical point of
view it is unlikely that it could have happened. But what matters is what it stands for, and it
stands for a moment when, having reached the maturity of a young child, but the maturity of
one who can already worship, serve, lend an ear, be ready to respond and to obey, She chose all
that and went into that depth of obedience, of listening, of attention to what was God's will. By
what | say | do not mean to say that it did or did not happen. But what matters as far as She is
concerned is obviously this aspect of the thing much more than the historicity of the event as
described in icons or in folkloric tradition.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
* Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach GA
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



