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Sunday, August 28", 2016

This Sunday: One-Week Memorial Service for the servant of God Mitri Dabai. Offered by:
Issa Dabai and family, Jamileh Saoud, Nabil and Hilda Dabai, Jackie Dabai, Salma and Evon.

ET May his memory be eternal! ET

THE EPISTLE: First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)

Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; because we have become
a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ.
We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we
hunger and thirst, we are ill clad and buffeted and homeless; and we labor, working with our own hands.
When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have
become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things. | do not write this to make
you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless guides in Christ,
you do not have many fathers. For | became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. | urge you,
then, be imitators of me.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (17:14-23)

At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is
an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought
him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And
Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples
came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” Jesus said to them, “Because you have
no faith. For truly, | say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. This kind never comes
out except by prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling together through Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The
Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He will rise on the third
day.”
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Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:
++ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Nabil
Khoury, Mousa Khoury, Vicky Fashho, Nadia Husary, Salwa Hanhan, Lana Hanhan and Ghada Rantisi.
Happy Birthday. Many Years!
++ St. Nicholas church family for the good health and speed recovery of Marilyn Habeeb and Theresa
Cardinale. Many Years!

Alter candle offered by:
+ Abdallah and Clemance Shami, and children: Johnny, Naifeh, and Jamilleh Shami in loving memory of
Anthnony Anna, Jasmin and Jamilleh. May their memory be eternal!

Upcoming Events

Save the Date: 2016 Annual
Festival:

St. Nicholas Church Annual Food
Festival will be held on Saturday &
Sunday, October 1% & 2. More info
to follow...

Car Raffle: This year we will have a
raffle for 2016 Honda Accord
LX.Hurry up and buy your ticket for

lle - Spm H
You won't want to miss : $50 to win the car.

~Live Music [71) well known Bay Area singers!
- Hookah bmong
- Craft Beer
- Raffle to WIN a CAR!
~-Debkeh Performances (c cultural d: )ncmg)
~Fantastic & Delicious Mediterranecan foud
~-Church Tours
-Henna Tattoos
-Ladies Auxiliz ary Kan Zaman Booth ( [ &3 ¢ hoto boofh\
Jump< r for the kids

and much more!
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Fashion Show:

St. Nicholas Annual Fashion Show will be held on Sunday, November 6™ " at St. Nicholas

Banquet Hall. More info to follow....

These Items Are Needed for Our Festival. Please Donate to purchase these items.
Thank you for your continuous support
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100 foil trays with cover

10 Kkinds of spices

2 cases of lamb

10 cases of “to go” containers

4-10 cases of garbanzo beans

1-25 Ibs salt

4 lighting fluid

200 pieces of ¥ chicken

100 Ibs of chicken breast

5 cases of paper plates

1 case of plastic knives

2 large foil 18~

5 cases of napkins

2 cases of 40z containers

50 large foil trays

12 gallons olive ol

50 Ibs bulgur

5 cases of lemon juice

3 cases of plastic forks

2 large saran wrap

1-75 lbs sugar

100 dozens of pita bread

15 large bags of charcoal

3 cases of plastic spoons

30 Ibs of Tahini sauce

2 cases of vermicelli

5 cases of lettuce

5 cases/ yellow onion

2 jars of peeled garlic

500 pieces of Knafee

4 cases of parsley

1 case of lemon

1 case of green onion

500 pieces of Hilbeh

5 cases of cucumber

500 pieces Ghribeh

500 pieces of Baklava

500 pieces “Ka’ek”

500 pieces Maamool

500 pieces of Namura

500 pieces Barazik

GOSPEL READING

The Gospel is read in the church at every service, at every service we are standing around this word of
God and we always think that that makes us God’s own people. And yet a great deal more is required of
us if we wish to be this people of God and the people who can claim that that divine word belongs to it.
The Bible was born in a human community, the Gospel was born within the Church. Both the
community of Israel and the Church of God were there before Scriptures were elaborated. It is from
within this community that knowledge of God, love of God, vision of His greatness, vision of His
incredible beauty, vision also of the condition and destiny of the becoming and the vocation of man
sprang. It is the community that brings forth a witness of something which is known to it, which is its
life, which is its love and its joy.



The people of the Bible are not the people who read it, are not the people who keep it faithfully in their
hands and proclaim it. The true people of God, the true people of the Bible, the true people of the Gospel
should be such a community that could write the Holy Book, proclaim it within its experience, bring it
forth, give birth to it. Short of being such a community we do not truly belong either to the Gospel or to
the people of God.

Often we console ourselves thinking that we are the worshipping community where the word of God is
declared, where it is preached, the community that somehow aims at living the word. And yet when we
look around we see that what is made manifest gives the lie to our claim. If we were the community
which from within, from the depth of its own experience had brought forth the divine word, those who
hear us repeat it, proclaim and preach it would have a double revelation: on one hand of the thing
declared, on the other hand the fact that these things have become flesh and blood, that they have become
reality of human life and the community which would preach the divine word would be a proof that this
divine word is true.

Is that what we see? Can we say that the community which we are, small or big, is a community which in
itself is a proof of the message which we bring, the good news that Christ brought into the world? Is it
not still true and perhaps more now than it was in the early days, that the word of God is mocked and
reviled because of us? Here is the rebirth to which we are called. We have a Book which has been
brought forth from the very depth of human experience of God, a Book in which God indeed speaks
through a community that could witness the truth of the word. We must become again such a
community, we must learn to live according to God’s own word, to the revelation of His will; we must
learn to be such people whose life coincides with the word of the Gospel.

As long as the Gospel remains a law outside us, as long as the Gospel is the divine will different or
opposed to our will — we are not the community of the Gospel; we are aiming at becoming it, perhaps, at
best, but we are not yet a community capable of revealing the good news to the word. Christ said that the
word He has preached is not an arbitrary command of God, it is the revelation of what true humanity is,
it is a revelation to us and to others of how a truly human being should feel and think and will and live.
As long as we do not feel that way and think that way and live that way — it is not that we are disobeying
God’s law, it is not that we are destroying our true self, we are not human in a true sense, in the
vocational sense of this word. And so the renewal of the Church begins within each of us. The reform of
the church when it touches ways of praying, when it affects outer constitution is not a return to the
sources. There is only one well of light of which streams the water of eternal life — it is the Gospel itself
which is a revelation to each and all of us of what human being is and what human relationships are.

Let us then take earnestly this witness of the Gospel, realising that when the judgment comes it is not
God with a law, different or alien from us, who will judge us. We will see what we should have been,
what we might have been and what we have not chosen to be. There will be sadness, there will be tears
indeed, not because God will curse and reject us, but because, seeing the beauty of our calling, we will
see how far short of it we have fallen.

Let us then in the time left to us, and it does not take years, it takes a moment that transforms a life, let us
turn to the Gospel itself, let us learn from Christ Himself what we are, what we can be and if we have
any doubt we can, let us remember Christ’s own words when Peter asked: “Who then can be saved?”
Christ answered: “This is impossible to men, but to God all things are possible.” Let us go forth in this
hope and in this joy and in this certitude.

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
» Bicycles
* Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



