
  

 Condolonces: We would like to offer our sincere condolences and sympathy to Dudum family on the 

passing into eternal life of Paul Dudum. May his memory be eternal! 

Also we would like to offer our sincere condolences and sympathy to Husary family on the passing 

into eternal life of Faiq Mousa Husary 
                                     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   
 NATIVITY FAST: November 15

th
 - December 25

th
  

 Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas 

season in which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating 

fish is allowed except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all 

the regular meals like breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The 

purpose of this fast is seeking the spirituality and the preparation 

for the feast of the advent of our Lord on December 25
th

. 
 
  

 02/52لغاية نهار ( عدا الأربعاء والجمع)وهو صوم يسمح فيه أكل السمك  51/55يبدأ صوم الميلاد  :بدء صوم الميلاد

 .صوماً مباركاً وكل عام وأنتم بخير نتمنى للجميع. الصوم تهيئة للاحتفال بعيد ميلاد ربنا يسوع المسيح هذا    
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Sunday, November 20

th
 , 2016 

The Forefeast of the Presentation of the Theotokos into the Temple / تقدمة عيد دخول السيدة الى الهيكل 

 
 

 
    

 

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:1-7) 

Brethren, even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was 

prepared, the outer one, in which were the lamp stand and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is called 

the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of 

incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the 

manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory 

overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having 

thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the 

second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for 

himself and for the errors of the people. 

 

لأنهُ نصُِبَ المسكنُ الأولُ الذي يقالُ له القدسُ وكانت * ت له أيضاً فرائضُ العبادةِ والقدسُ العالمييا اخوةُ إنَّ العهْدَ الأولَ كان :الرسالة

وفيهِ مستوقدُ البخورِ من الذهبِ * وكان وراءَ الحجابِ الثاني المسكِنُ الذي يقالُ له قدْسُ الأقداس* فيه المنارةُ والمائدةُ وخبزُ التقدمة

ومن فوقهِِ كاروبا المجد * بالذهبِ من كلِّ جهةٍ فيهِ قسِطُ المَنِّ من الذهبِ وعصا هارونَ التي أفرخَتْ ولوَْحا العهدوتابوتُ العهدِ المغشّى 

ونَ * المُظللّان الغطاء، وليس هنا مقامُ الكلامِ في ذلكَ تفصيلاً   وحيثُ كان ذلكَ مهياٌّ هكذا فالكهنة يدخلون إلى المسكنِ الأولِ  كلَّ حينٍ فيتُمُِّ

 .وأمّا الثاني فإنما يدخلهُُ الكهنةِ وحدَه مرّةً في السنةِ ليسَ بلا دمٍ يقرّبهُ عن نفسهِ وعن جهالاات الشعب* الخدمة
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Upcoming Events: 
 

 Friday November 18th :  Metropolitan JOSEPH Visit / Family Night 

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH is going to bless us by presiding in a Vespers Service ( صلاة

 at 6:00 PM. His Eminence is also going to join us by attending our Family Night event (الغروب

which is sponsored by the Rantisi Families. Please join us in welcoming His Eminence 

accompanied by the Northern California Deanery Clergy and their families, and share in the 

beautiful evening filled with spiritual benefits, Arabic Music, and a wonderful and delicious 

dinner. 

Admission: Adults :$20.00, Children :$10.00, Kids under 10 free. 

 

 Parish Council Election December 11
th

 after the Divine Liturgy  
On Sunday, December 11th, there will be a parish council election meeting for the sole 

purpose of   electing some members of the Parish Council for the coming term. Three 

are to be elected and one to be appointed by the Pastor. 

 Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must 

be fully pledged and spiritually qualified.  

 
 

Please submit your candidate’s name to the pastor by Dec 4th. 

In order to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually qualified and in a good standing 

with the church. 

 
 

Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:  
 St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Jamielh 

Azar, Barjet Rantisi, Renee Khoury, Najib Batshon and Samer Dabai . Happy Birthday. Many Years! 

 St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who are named; Matthew, Matt after Apostle and 

Evangelist Matthew (November 16 ) on the occasion of their Names' Day! Many years! 

 St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of Osama Rantisi. Many Years! 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE GOSPEL: Luke. (10:38-42; 11:27-28) 

At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman named Martha received Him into her house. And 

she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to His teaching. But Martha was 

distracted with much serving; and she went to Him and said, “Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister has 

left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 

anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which 

shall not be taken away from her.” As He said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But He said, “Blessed rather 

are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 
 

 
 

 
 

 

فجلستْ هذه عند قدمَي . وكانت لهذهِ أختٌ تسُمَّى مريم. امرأةٌ اسمُها مَرتا في بيتهِافي ذلك الزمانِ دَخَلَ يسوعُ قريةً فقبلِتَْهُ : الانجيل

يا ربُّ أمَا يعَنيكَ أنََّ أختي قد تركتْني أخدمُ وحدي فقلْ لها : "فوقفتْ وقالت. وكانت مرتا مرتبكةً في خدمةٍ كثيرة. يسوعَ تسمعُ كلامَهُ 

مرتا مرتا إنكِ مهتمةٌ ومضطربةٌ في إمورٍ كثيرة، وإنَّما الحاجةُ إلى واحدٍ، فاختارتْ مريمُ : "فأجاب يسوعُ وقال لها". أنَْ تساعدَني

طوبى للبطنِ الذي حملك : "وفيما هو يتكلمُ بهذا رَفعََتِ امرأةٌ من الجمعِ صوتهَا وقالت له". النصيبَ الصالحَ الذي لا ينُزَعُ منها

 ".طوبى للذينَ يسمعونَ كلمةَ اللهِ ويحفظونهابل : "فقال". والثديينِ اللذَينِ رضعتهَمُا
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 Christmas Party: St. Nicholas Church Christmas Party will be held on Saturday December 17th, 

2016.  More info to follow… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

FEASTS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD  
  

Since early days the Church has given to the Mother of God titles of holiness greater than those which are 

given to any saint. She is called the All-holy, Panagia. We venerate Her as One who is greater and holier than 

the Cherubim and the Seraphim, greater than the angels of God who, endowed with vision, can see, 

contemplate and adore, greater than the angels of God who are, as it were, the throne of the Most High. 

Because the ones as the others see, worship, serve God as their Lord, as their Master, and yet somehow they 

remain farther from Him than She, who in Her exceeding holiness has become the kin of God, has become 

the Mother of the Incarnate Word, who is the Bride, the perfect revelation of what the whole creation is 

called to be and to become. 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Mother of God to the Temple quite obviously raises historical problems. 

We know that in Israel no one was allowed into the Holy of Holies, that the High Priest entered it only once a 

year after having undergone purification by sacrificial blood. What the feast stands for primarily is described, 

enlarged on, in a sermon on prayer written in the 19th century by Theophane the Recluse. The Holy of 

Holies, he says, is the heart of hearts of human worship. It is the place where men in the Old Testament can 

meet God to the extent to which God can be met. It is the heart of the mystery of Israel. It is also the point 

which somehow is beyond the point of the sacrificed. The sacrifice opens the door to it. The sacrifice 

somehow remains this side of it. And to enter into the Holy of Holies means first and foremost to enter into 

that depth of adoration, into that depth of prayer which makes one present to the living God, which makes 

one stand face to face with the living God. The presentation of the Mother of God, apart from historical 

features, is extolled by the Church because it indicates to us where She stands in the whole of Her life, in the 

divine presence in complete surrender, in complete adoration. 

Tradition has it that she was brought by Joachim and Anna. On the icons you can see young girls with 

candles bringing her to the temples. She was handed over to the high priest, who took Her into the place to 

which he had no access himself. Now I don't think there is any advantage in discussing the possible 

historicity of an event of that kind. From a purely historical point of view it is unlikely that it could have 

happened. But what matters is what it stands for, and it stands for a moment when, having reached the 

maturity of a young child, but the maturity of one who can already worship, serve, lend an ear, be ready to 

respond and to obey, She chose all that and went into that depth of obedience, of listening, of attention to 

what was God's will. By what I say I do not mean to say that it did or did not happen. But what matters as far 

as She is concerned is obviously this aspect of the thing much more than the historicity of the event as 

described in icons or in folkloric tradition.                           Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh  

 



 

 

 

 صوم الميلاد
 

وروحه . تشرين الثاني ٥١منذ ثمانية قرون تبنىّ الكرسي الأنطاكي صوم الميلاد الذي بدأناه منذ يومين في 

كروح الصوم الأربعينين، أعني رياضة النفس وتجميلها لاستقبال المسيح، فمن أساسات الصيام أن نوفرّ ثمن 

 .طعام ونعطيه للمساكين

ومن أبغض أخاه يبطلُ . فمن قسا قلبه يبطلُ صيامه. يصوم الانسان من أجل الآخرين. كل صوم هو مشاركة

فإن كنت ممدودًا الى الآخرين يجيء الله اليك . الإمساك وسيلة إن نحن أعَطينا. كل شيء قلب وتليين قلب. صيامه

الآخرين كما أمره  من أمسك عن طعام يعرف انه ممسك في سبيل الله فيساعده ذلك على ان يكون مع. بالرحمة

 .الله ان يكون

يتكلمّ السيد عن الصدقة والصوم، وينُهي ( الإصحاح السادس من متى)في حديث واحد، في العظة على الجبل 

ألا يشُتمَّ من هذا التتابع أن هذه أشياء مترابطة، فكيف نفكّ . ”لا تكنزوا لكم كنوزًا على الأرض“: كلامه بقوله

 ه؟نحن ما جمعه الرب في فكر

وإن أردنا ان نزداد تعمقـاً فلا ننسين أن الانسـان غارق في جسده عن طريق اللذّّات وأن الصوم طـريـق 

كيـف نهـرب من سجـن الحـواسّ الطـاغيـة؟ أليسـت إحـدى الطـرق أن نحُدّ من . ليتـحـرر مـن أسَـر اللـذّة

. ا ومفـرّقـا، فلا فكر لنا الا فيه ولا شـوق لنا الا اليهالتمتـعّ؟ فإذا كثـر التـمتـع على كـل صعيـد، يصبح لنا ساحـر

 .وماذا بعد؟ اللذّة البهيميةّ، اذا انقضت، تولدّ الخيبة، والخيبة تدفعك الى لذّة اخرى فتبقى هكذا في الدوّامة

ائـف والخـ. تهـرب من الألم لأنه يشُعرك بشيء من الموت وانت تخشى الموت. ثم انت تهـرب من الألـم باللذة

المـال . ، لعبـودية اللذّة التي يدفع بها عنه الموت وعبـوديـة ذاتـه(٥١: ٢عبرانيين )المـوت خاضع للعبوديـة 

هـذه . ، هذه هي التي نريد اقتنـاءها لظننّـا أننـا بهـا نغـلب المـوت(او الجسد على العمـوم)والمجد والجنس 

أننا أحياء بها لأننا لـم نـُدرك بعـد أن الحيـاة الحقيقية هي  -سيطرتها ما دمنـا تحـت-تعطينـا قـوّة فـنشعـر مـؤقتـا 

 .(٢١: ٥٥يوحنا )” أنـا القيـامـة والحيـاة“: المسيـح نفسـه حسـب قـولـه المبـارك

عدا عن فمـن بـركـات الصيـام انـه بالصَدَقة يجَعلنـا أقَـلّ تعبـدًّا للمال، وبالخلـوة التي لنا مع يسوع الحبيب أكثر ب

 .المجـد، وبالإمساك أقل تبعيـّة للشهوة، رياضة من رياضات التقرّب، طريق الى الاتكّال عليه

 .فلندخل في الأيام التي تفصلنا عن العيد في هذا اللون من ألوان التقشف عسى ألا نقع عشيةّ العيد في التخمة

       .ا من أجل خلاص العالمالصاحون روحيا، المتهيئون بالتعففّ وحدهم يستقبلون السيد مولود

 

 جاورجيوس مطران جبل لبنان

         

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd. 
San Francisco, CA 94131 

 

 

 
 

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms, 

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions 
We are located in the heart of San Francisco 

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


