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Sunday, December 11", 2016
Sunday of Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ

NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 25"

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in which
we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed except
Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like breakfasts,
lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the spirituality and the
preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on December 25",
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Christmas Service: Saturday, December 24™ Matins 5:00 pm Divine Liturgy 5:30 pm.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons
of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old
nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image
of its Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free man, but Christ is all, and in all.

W pSelimel | sinald aaall 8 ane S (5 5l Ling) 2ild Litlin 58 () sl jela i 63 53) L 11423 o hsS L)
) sl e ) Cume 3l oda JaY a4 iy salie o Al aadall Aol 5 sgill (5 sedl s Aulaill g 3 s V) e
il 2DIS y Caaatll g Gaall g Jadiaal) 5 ol s JSH g yhal Lyl iild () Lal L (pdile 23S 3) Ui 3SLa Liayl ol oda 3
A3lA 3 pea o A jaall 2ady A paall Gl | gl s Allee ] ga Gial) Gl 1 salal s Liany aSlany Q3 V5 oSl 581 (a

el Ay e b IS g8 el Js e DA Y s e W (CASUI Y 5 G Y eB Y R Y (G Y (Al ol Sua

}cuudjiguuj\lcu‘;bmd_uﬁw);\su;}m;Luc@_mut_m\ :Jiall 138 ol JB 24-16:14 B! i Jaady)
u\dj\_m\&cb).ia.\bc‘)é\u\‘f‘.h\]})d;&_u‘)m\u djﬁ”‘ddus UJMGJA\}SJ;\Jc?ASdSLﬂ Ac\.l&:.@.ndSuU\}n.u
@Lw\‘yqsmo\ﬁ\g_uwu DAY QU et o AL deadal b Ulg i cpolad ad il 38 : AN JU NEEES
u.\SLu—AS\dAQ‘)6@)‘)4—”“‘&)\}4&&‘1&.})&Cﬁ\ a.\_:ajd\ﬂjg_uﬂ\ujumcd.\.u;ﬂ Jmam)\;\)M\Gﬂ ;@‘u\

Gkl (A z Al el nlll Ju JML@\ﬁjm‘_,y\uwmsumu 2aaal) Jlad Liga ) )J.J\,uu,d\,&mb
Gseall OY cseaall Jla ol i) (e aal Sldie (3530 Y 48) oSG8 A8 s iy Sis Jsaall ) as sl 5 daaudl

OB G Al 5 5 S



mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time for the
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.” But, one by
one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see
it; | pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine
them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come.” So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and
lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my
house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many
are called, but few are chosen

Holy Bread of Oblation offered by:
+ Maha Dabit and family in loving memory of Rimon Dabit, Nakleh and Ellen Aho. May their memory
be eternal!

Upcoming Events:

< Parish Council Election December 11™ after the Divine Liturgy g%
This Sunday, December 11", there will be a parish council election meeting for the sole

purpose of electing some members of the Parish Council for the coming term. Three are to be elected
and one to be appointed by the Pastor.

In order to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually qualified and in a good
standing with the church.

Children Christmas Program: will take place on Sunday Dec 18™ after Divine
Liturgy. Followed by SANTA CLAUSE coming to town to give out Christmas
Presents, with the Bubble lady show entertainment. Please bring your kids and your
camera to take a picture with Santa!
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<% Christmas Party: St. Nicholas Church Christmas Party will be held on Saturday December 17,
)

St. Nicholas Orthodox C

7 Christmas Party
*  Saturday December 17, 2016 @7:30pm

Famous singers from Balestine: Bishara Sakhan
And from Jordan: Fouad Rakan
& Maestro Radwan Shakhshir & Band

Donatien $85 per person
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:

Church Office: (415) 648 - 5200  Jeries Azar: (415) 710 - 0456
Saliym Qaru: (650) 642 0168 Sana Jada: (650) 255 - 1380
Maurice Kari: (650) 455 - 1600 Elias Batshon: (650) 580 - 7185
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Pledge Commitments & Archdiocese Fees

Friendly reminder:
Before the end of this year, we would like you to honor your pledge commitments and archdiocese
fees. God bless you!
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Bridal Feast
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

How often have we heard today’s a parable about those people who were called to the Bridal Feast of the
King, and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a plot of land; he thought he was in
possession of it; in reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach himself from it: he was a
prisoner of what he thought he possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we possess; it is enough
for us to have the smallest thing in our hand — and this hand is alienated to us; we cannot use it
anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is conditioned by what we possess, or imagine we
possess: we are held a prisoner by it.

Others refused to come because they had bought five pairs of oxen: they had to try them, they had a task
to fulfil, they had work to do, they had perhaps what they believed to be a mission in life, and therefore
they had no time for anything except that that was their personal concern.

And the last refused to come because his heart was full of his own joy; having married, how could he be
concerned with anyone else’s marriage? He was full of his own joy — how could he participate in
anyone else's joy?

And so, they all turned away from the call.

Doesn't it apply very directly to us? Each of us possesses something that he deems so important that he is
prepared to turn away from God — yes, from God: there is no time for prayer, there is no time for
worship. At the same time we turn away from other people who need us because we are busy with our
own business?

And how often happens that we are full of joy or of sorrow — but they are our own, we hug them to our
heart, we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone else’s joy.

But then, what should we do? You hear every Sunday in the Liturgy words that say, ‘Let us lay aside all
the cares of this life’; does it mean that we must turn away from the earth on which we live, from the
tasks which are ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way? No!

But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that precede the reading from the Epistle which we heard
today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are you where He is? Is your life hid in God with
Christ? What does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead with the death of Christ to
everything which is destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is self-centredness, which is
self-love, which leaves no space for anyone but ourselves — if we are dead to all this, and if we have
accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to live for others, live for God, live for the joy and life of those who
surround us — then we are risen with Christ, and our life is indeed hid with Christ in God, it is at the
very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And then we can turn to the earth; then, instead of
possessing we can serve, instead of overpowering we can try to bring this earth of ours, in an act of love,
in an act of reverence to be free, to be God's earth, to be able to bring fruit, not as it does being raped,
being violently possessed by us, but giving us its fruit in an act of responsive love. And the same applies
to our tasks; we are called to serve, we are called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of
service — then, all that we do becomes an act of God, then it becomes meaningful and it does not
separate us from God.



And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if sorrow has come into our heart, we can carry it
to God, for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation!

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be
prisoners, but free: Christ has come to set us free. And then the earth, and our labour, and our joys, and
our sorrows and everyone on earth will become part of the Kingdom of God. Then indeed, our life will
be hid with Christ in God, but a God Who have chosen so to love the world as to be incarnate, to become
man among men, to take upon Himself all the human destiny, createdness, life in a fallen world, the
consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God which is what kills. And, having accepted it all in
an act of saving and redempting love, He has risen, and anyone can enter into eternal life, the life of the
resurrection by uniting himself or herself to Christ. Amen.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
» Bicycles
* Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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6, Micholas Benguet Hoom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,

Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



