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CHRIST IS BORN...GLORFY HIM!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
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House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 9™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his visitation for

house blessings on Monday, January 9". You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for
scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the church office.

" Blessing of Water sbsall Gugais Lous
Ly January 6™ celebration the great Feast of Epiphany (sdsidl) 431 sedill 3o
b Divine Liturgy will take place on Thursday January 5" at 6:00 pm

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul Epistle to the Colossians. (2:8-12)

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole
fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of life in Him, Who is the head of all
rule and authority. In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off
the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were
also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (2:20-21, 40-52)

And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the
Passover. And when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but
supposing Him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought Him among their kinsfolk and
acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days
they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all
who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him they were
astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so? Behold, Thy father and I have
been looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is it that you sought Me? Did you not know
that | must be in My Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying which He spoke to them. And
He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and His mother kept all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Tamara
Aljada, Zoher Eyad, Nicholas Tannous, David Hanhan, David Dabit, Rozana Maayeh, Christina Batshon
Daheb, Chris Rantisi. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

++ St. Nicholas Parish family for the good health of all who are named after Saint Basil the Great (January 1),
on the occasion of their Names Day! Many years!

Upcoming events:

« Next Sunday January 8th we will have Awamat (Zalabieh 4wY ) offered by Rodi and Janet
Bagleh. God bless you and your family. s &l g ale S

Young Adults SoCal WINTER RETREAT

Meet and hangout with Orthodox Christian Young Adults from all over North America in Big Bear
Lake, CA at the 2017 Young Adult Winter Retreat - Hosted by the Young Adult Ministry within the
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West. We've planned a weekend full of activities; including snow
tubing, snowboarding, skiing and spiritual discussions lead by The Rev. Father Justin Havens and
The V. Rev. Father David Sommer.

“Wash me and I shall be made whiter than snow” January 13-15, 2017

Guest Speakers:

The Rev. Father Justin Havens

The V. Rev. Father David Sommer
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Big Bear Christian Retreat
If you interested to attend/further questions, please contact Tarig Rantisi @ (650)290-3492

% St. Nicholas Parish General Assembly meeting will take place on Sunday, January 22". In
order to have the right for voting, you have to be spiritually qualified, also a member in good
standing and paid your dues for 2016.

NEW YEAR

Before we pray, | should like to introduce our prayers so that when we pray, we do it more effectively,
with one mind and with one heart. Year after year | have spoken of the New Year that was coming, in
terms of a plain covered with snow, unspoiled, pure, and called our attention to the fact that we must
tread responsibly on this expanse of whiteness still unspoiled, because according to the way in which we
tread it, there will be a road cutting through the plain following the will of God, or wandering steps that
will only soil the whiteness of the snow. But a thing which we cannot, must not forget this year perhaps
more than on many previous occasions, is that, surrounding, covering this whiteness and this unknown as
with a dome, there is darkness, a darkness with few or many stars, but a darkness, dense, opaque,
dangerous and frightening. We come out of a year when darkness has been perceived by all of us, when
violence and cruelty is still rife.

How shall we meet it? It would be naive, and it would be very unchristian, to ask God to shield us against
it, to make of the Church a haven of peace while around us there is no peace. There is strife, there is
tension, there is discouragement, there are fears, there is violence, there is murder. We cannot ask for
peace for ourselves if this peace does not extend beyond the Church, does not come as rays of light to
dispel the darkness. One Western spiritual writer has said that the Christian is one to whom God has
committed responsibility for all other men, and this responsibility we must be prepared to discharge. In a
few moments we will entreat for both the unknown and the darkness, the greatest blessing which is
pronounced in our liturgical services, «Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost» - blessed is the kingship of God.

These words are spoken rarely: at the beginning of services, at the outset of the Liturgy, as a blessing
upon the New Year, and at moments when eternity and time unite, when with the eyes of faith we can see
eternity intertwined with time, and conquering. The Christian is one who must be capable of seeing
history as God sees it, as a mystery of salvation but also as a tragedy of human falleness and sin. And
with regard to both we must take our stand. Christ says in the Gospel, «When you will hear of wars and
rumours of wars, be ye not troubled»; lift up your heads. There is no space in the heart and in the life of
the Christian for cowardice, faintheartedness and fear, which are all born of selfishness, concern for self,
even if it extends to those whom we love. God is the Lord of history, but we must be co-workers with
God, and we are sent by Him into this world of His, in order to make the discordant city of men into the
harmony which will be called the city of God.

And we must remember the words of the Apostle who says, whoever will wish to work for the Lord will
be led into trial, and the words of another Apostle who tells us not to be afraid of trial by fire. In the
present world we must be prepared, ready for trials and ready to stand, perhaps with fear in our heart for
lack of faith, but unshaken in the service of God and the service of men.

And when we look back at the past year the words of the litany hit us and accuse us. We ask God to
forgive us all that we have done or left undone in the past year. We claim to be Orthodox; to be Orthodox
does not mean only to confess the Gospel in its integrity and proclaim it in its purity, but it consists, even
more than this, in living according to the Gospel. And we know that Christ comes to no compromise with
anything but the greatness of man and the message of love and worship. We can indeed repent because
who, looking at us, would say as people said about the early Christians, «See how they love one another!»
Who would say, looking at us, that we are in possession of an understanding of life, of a love which
makes us beyond compare, which causes everyone to wonder where it comes from? Who gave it to them?
How can they stand the test of trial? And if we want this year to be worthy of God, of our Christian



calling, of the holy name of Orthodoxy, we must singly and as a body become to all, to each person who
may need us, a vision of what man can be and what a community of men can be under God.

Let us pray for forgiveness, we who are so far below our calling, let us pray for fortitude, for courage, for
determination to discount ourselves, to take up our cross, to follow in the footsteps of Christ
whithersoever He will call us.

At the beginning of the war King George VI spoke words which we can repeat from year to year. In his
message to the Nation he read a quotation: «I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: give me a
light that | may tread safely into the unknown, and he replied: go out into the darkness and put your hand
in the hand of God that shall be better to you than light and safer than a known way.»

This is what we are called to do, and perhaps we should make today a resolution, determined to be
faithful to our calling and begin the New Year with courage.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY e DEATH

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



