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Sunday, January 8" 2017

This Sunday Memorial Services:

e 37 & 9™ _Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God Ishaq Qagish offered by his family.
e 40-Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God Fuad Hanhan offered by his family.
e One-Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God Sami Tannous offered by his wife Georgette,

Children: Farid, Nadia and Rami and Brother: Raja Tannous and family.
e Memorial Service for the Servant of God Metropolitan Hilarion Cappucci offered by St. Nicholas Church.
e We would like to offer our sincere condolences and sympathy to John Bassil on the passing into eternal life

of his father Gergi Bassil. A Memorial Service will be held this Sunday offered by St. Nicholas Church. T

May their memory be eternal! ==

House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 9™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his visitation for
house blessings on Monday, January 9". You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for
scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the church office.

Blessing of Water skl (s Laas
January 6" celebration the great Feast of Epiphany (ustaall) 431 Jsedall ae
Divine Liturgy will take place on Thursday January 5" at 6:00 pm

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (4:7-13)

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said,
“When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He
ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is He who also ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And His gifts
were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (4:12-17)

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth
he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so that what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward the
sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
*»  St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Jamal
Haddad, Zack Khoury, Tamer Hanhan, Ramzi Jada, Huda Fashho, Issa Shnoudi, Salwa Shnoudi, Randa Rantisi,
Georgette Bazouzi, Alex Husary. Happy Birthdays. Many Years!

Coffee Hour is offered by:
+ Rodi and Janet Bagleh for the good health of their children and Grandchildren. Many Years
< Afaf Dudum in loving memory of Thomas Dudum on the occasion of his birthday Jan 14™. May his
memory be eternal, and for the good health of his family Lana, Anthony, and Cassandra Dudum.
ManyYeas!

Upcoming events:

< This Sunday January 8" we will have Awamat (Zalabieh 4+ ) offered by Rodi and
Janet Bagleh. God bless you and your family. _sas aiilsale JS

Young Adults SoCal WINTER RETREAT

Meet and hangout with Orthodox Christian Young Adults from all over North America in Big Bear
Lake, CA at the 2017 Young Adult Winter Retreat - Hosted by the Young Adult Ministry within the
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West. We've planned a weekend full of activities; including snow
tubing, snowboarding, skiing and spiritual discussions lead by The Rev. Father Justin Havens and
The V. Rev. Father David Sommer.

“Wash me and I shall be made whiter than snow” January 13-15, 2017

Guest Speakers:

The Rev. Father Justin Havens

The V. Rev. Father David Sommer

Big Bear Christian Retreat

If you interested to attend/further questions, please contact Tarigq Rantisi @ (650)290-3492

St. Nicholas Parish General Assembly meeting will take place on Sunday, January 22™. In
order to have the right for voting, you have to be spiritually qualified, also a member in good
standing and paid your dues for 2016.
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BAPTISM OF CHRIST

When a human enters into the world, he enters from nowhere, from total, radical
absence enters through the gates of time in order to grow into eternity. He enters an
ephemeral world in order to become citizen of God’s Kingdom. When Christ was born,
the Eternal entered into the narrow limits of time; He Who was immensity itself was
limited by space and became a man in the flesh although the fullness of the Godhead
abided, dwelt in this human frame. He entered into a world of sin in order to overcome
sin, and in a world of suffering to endure it all together with us.

But on the day of His Incarnation God delivered unto us in the frailty of the child of
Bethlehem the fullness of His love, and love is always defenseless and frail, abandoned
and surrendered. It was an act of God by which He gave Himself to us and in which the
humanity of the Incarnate Son of God was helplessly delivered into the history of
mankind.

When we are baptised, we are plugged into waters that cleanse us from sin. When
Christ came unto Jordan, He came sinless, but this time in the maturity of manhood, at a
point at which His human will, identified with the will of God, made Him a self-
offering; He brought Himself there to begin, to start the way to the Cross. Thousands
were baptised in the Jordan, and each of them proclaimed his sins, and these waters of
Jordan were heavy with the murderous sins of men. Christ had no sin to proclaim and to
confess, and when He entered into these waters of Jordan, He entered, to use an image
of a contemporary divine, as one plunges, walks into a dye — He was dyed with the
darkness of our sins. He came out of it carrying all the sins of the world. He came out of
the waters of Jordan loaded with the condemnations that lay upon the world. And there
is the time when He begins His ascent to the Cross.

We are now keeping the feast of the Baptism of Christ, a dread event, an event that
should keep us spellbound, in awe: Him Who is pure shares the impurity of sin
universal so that He may save us. We will bless the waters, the natural waters that
surround us and pray the Lord to send upon these waters grace and blessing for them to
become pure and holy, endowed with the power to cleanse and to renew, to make us and
all the objects and all the places where they will be sprinkled, partakers of this purity of
the waters of Jordan who had touched the holy body of the Incarnation, which had taken
upon Himself all the evil of world. So let us pray that the grace of the Spirit of God may
come upon these waters and that they may be truly blessing and salvation by the power
of Christ, by the power and dwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh



25l sl 0 6S8 )
Mu.\ﬁ\\.ulc\Js.icu.l)y‘)@@M‘MJ)A&A&)SJMSM\&JMG@JY\J}Q_EMJ.LGL\J.\QLJ‘JS_}
d.\husess.u‘;\.d\cl_\,-u:\L)AL&ESAM&)SL‘J}J\QQMASJJM‘;MLAJMY\DJML%EJJ\
MH\‘_;JM\ t_\:.».d\ en\ﬁ\d.\l;cudj‘!\).\c c);.\l\ d")j“ ‘(‘-‘SI-‘S-’UAJ\JUJS}’JUAJ\» ("AY\
M\W(Y\ ;\_\M\)«Jy?@alcdﬁ\dﬁjuﬂ\wéuﬂg\jcw\J}\J..A.a\
Sl g (e 1 Aaliall a5 cledsibs VIS (el e of) mad) 0m S O aY) sy

& s s eaar sl Lggle (BaNi 8 G ket oy e o gali i€

MLQ_\U\@M\}[\M () gand) G Sla o yB) 288 ) g gy u_md}m)l\ u_deS.aé.m;Y\ CL‘“MGG—“‘
8 g (S8 ) g C A A e daty S A ¢ eltd\mtyucd\m\&jwel&el «.ﬁ;qs(dl.d\
8Le el (355 ol padl i Se 5 138l (e in 35 deall o ad 13 i e o) S
w\s\huggﬂmﬂj‘mﬂdm@uj)‘mmg‘&@ugdﬂui}w)m\‘;;
«u\M\ u;ﬁa&» «J\JJ.K:U;.I a\_uda\
Uasm)cggudS@dmjljm\.uL”‘m\mmdg\a\m\u)ﬂﬁéu)&ﬁmumw
e e (815 b (sl e 12my Gl s 293 a5 @38 1) 0 gShe Alpiadll Ja Gl 5 Alia) Aluad S e
Ad) daas of ella
&\MJALJM\wMumcu)ﬂA\&\md;mjiu)ﬁd\wMumuM\ﬁ\
uﬁjjj.ﬂ\ AALMYGAQY\ &\ujﬂa\}&w@;\yytg\ c«\y;.s»é.x&‘}[\\.ﬁd\ﬂhg_]) aduagl)
OS) i saie o US 13 Sf dalaal) 6 US 1Y) 40 pSle sl Y W oas 138 35a g sl
JPJAAM\L_\}SL\

Ll Jadd s W A gl L 5 W) o oSLall 8 ) gand oS IS8T |5 e caSilADT 5 e eI L J sy 13gd
A Y AT a1 3 sl gl 85kl Wadl) yamy (o ety cal&l Y AT ) cidg e SU
O sl 4 AR e 13a Al o ISE Gl i o (& el Dl Alsenll Al Gl

il 2 ey e
sinans o) V) SIS Vgl pand) asSle o S S ) gy AL sl i) Ul

& aiils o s aSle Wle prisal) i Lo rasall 58 GAXUL 2K g8 ) gat) oS5 6 ) o5 DU 4l g
el asla

Os il s daa Ol shae (s sl




THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



