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Sunday, January 15" 2017

This Sunday (40-Day) Memorial Service for the Servant of God
Fayek Rantisi offered by his family. May his memory be eternal!

House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 9™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his visitation for
house blessings on Monday, January 9". You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for
scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the church office.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you
once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul
talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its
practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (17:12-19)

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their
voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him
thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no
one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+» Wahib Costandi Hanhan in loving memory of Adel Saba (Husband of Fernande Costandi Hanhan) who
passed away in Maryland. May his memory be eternal!

Upcoming event:

% St. Nicholas Parish General Assembly meeting will take place on Sunday, January 22", In order
to have the right for voting, you have to be spiritually qualified, also a member in good standing
and paid your dues for 2016.

Save the Date:

% Three Holy Youths Camp: June 19" — June 23" 2017
Registration for camp begins...

January 15-February 15th Early Bird Registration $250.00
February 16th- May 1st Registration $300.00

A deposit must be made to your local parish registration officer of $50.00 to hold your campers spots.
Payments must be completed by May 1st 2017.

Physical Registration sheets will be at your local parish as well as online @ norcaldeanerycamp.org >
Registration> Media Consent Form.

Medical Forms must be completed at your parish in person.

For more info, please contact Ilyan Baalbaki : (586) 604-5331.

Save the Date:
Valentine’s Party: St. Nicholas Church Annual Valentine party will take place on February 11"
2017. More info to follow..

Healing of the Ten Lepers

The Gospel - all the Gospel is a gift of God to us, and although we are not continuously reminded of
the need to be grateful, how can we not respond with gratitude to what the Gospel brings to us? God
has so loved the world that He has given His only begotten Son that the world may be saved; and the
Son has given Himself freely, in the sovereign freedom of His Divinity to us; no-one has taken His
life from Him - these are His own words; He gave His life willingly, freely, that we may live.

And today we have in the Gospel a short example of the way in which we, most of the time, receive
the gifts of God. Ten men came, covered with leprosy, condemned to a cruel death by illness, but also
rejected ritually by their own people for the impurity of this infectious disease. They came to Him,
stood at a distance, because they knew that according to the Jewish Law they had no right even to
come near Him to touch Him. And they asked for mercy.
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And God send them to the priests to bring forth the sign of their gratitude for the healing which they
had not received; and they believed, and they went, and they were healed before they reached their
goal... We might have expected that they rushed back to fall to the feet of Christ, to touch Him in
gratitude - no... Nine of them went their way; it was enough for them to have been healed: it’s all they
needed of God. One of them, however, turned round, and came to thank the Lord.

Isn’t it an image of the way in which so often we also behave? We pray; we ask the Lord for
something that matters to us: it may not be live and death, it may just be that we need so much,
one thing or another; or that we don’t even need it so much, but that we long so much for it. And
then it is given us; and we receive the gift, and we rush into life with this gift in our hearts, this
gift in our hands, we rush to life because it is enough for us that our prayer was fulfilled. How
seldom it is that we come back, leaving our gift to be used later, but first of all turning to God and
saying: What wonder! What is Your love! How great, how compassionate, how humble - that
You have responded to my prayer... One out of ten came back to the Lord Jesus Christ: how many
of us have ever come immediately, before they took advantage of the gift, to turn to God with a
smile, like a child turns and say 'Thank you!’, even with a smile, without words, before taking
advantage of what is given. And we loose so much at not being grateful; because if we learned to
be grateful for the obvious gifts of God, we would gradually discover that we can be grateful for a
great deal more, for everything that Providence puts in our way: not only things we rejoice in, not
only the wanders of life, but even the challenges of life, the things that claims from us courage,
greatness, nobility, the things which we are afraid of. And how often we could overcome vanity
by gratitude! Because vanity consists in looking at ourselves, and think: how wonderful we are,
forgetting that all that we are, all that we have is a gift of God. If we only, every time we have
said the right thing, done the right thing, been worthy of our human quality, human greatness and
nobility, and also of the name of the disciples of Christ - if every time we turned to God and said,
“Yes! How wonderful are the words I have spoken, how good is the action I have performed - and
everything was of You: the occasion was given by You, o Lord! | was able to perceive the need
because You whispered in my heart: Look!... I could understand because | had my mind
enlightened by the Gospel! My heart responded because You touched it, and from the heart of
stone which | carry in my bosom most of the time it became a heart of flesh full of compassion
and of understanding! And You gave me the means of meeting the need, and the joy of meeting
this need!.

If we could respond to everything this way, we would discover that life is made into an act of
worship and of gratitude.

Let us reflect on this because we are coming within a few weeks, a few days now to a day when
our heart should be aflame with gratitude: God has loved us so much as to become one of us;
while we were strangers, alien to Him, often inimical to Him, He came, and He gave His life for
us that we may live!.. We must prepare for it: joy, gratitude, faith, openness to God does not
happen of a sudden; we must prepare for it. Let us reflect on what is going to happen; the thing
that happened nearly 2000 years ago that we shall remember as an actual event now, in a few
weeks; and be ready, with a heart tilled, deeply furrowed by faith, by reflection, having thought
out all our life, ready to receive the Lord like a shepherd, in the simplicity and purity of our
hearts, or like the Wise Men in the deep understanding of wisdom.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esg.

Trial Attorney since 1996

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131
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PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
> Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY e DEATH

TRIAL LAWYERS
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



