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Sunday, January 22" 2017

T This Sunday (One-Year) Memorial Service for the Servant of God
ﬁi 7 Elias Louh offered by his family. May his memory be eternal!

House Blessing Started on Monday, January 9™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki started his visitation for house
blessings on Monday, January 9". You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for
scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another date, please call the church office.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive,
because we have our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who
believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until | come, attend to the public reading
of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by
prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote
yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (19:1-10)At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there
was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who Jesus was,
but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed
up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for [ must stay at your house today.”
So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured,
“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, |
restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son
of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
¢+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: llyan
Baalbaki, May Azar, Jackie Dabai, Naser Halteh, TJ Hanhan , Maher Aljada. Happy Birthdays. Many
Years!
¢+ Mimi Hanhan for the good health of her family and Aho’s family, Many Years!, And in loving memory of
Basem Hanhan, Shukri and Wadia Hanhan, and Nakhleh & Ellen Aho. May their memory be eternal!

Upcoming event:

% St. Nicholas Parish General Assembly meeting will take place this Sunday, January 22™. In order
to have the right for voting, you have to be spiritually qualified, also a member in good standing
and paid your dues for 2016.

Save the Date:
< Three Holy Youths Camp: June 19" — June 23" 2017

Registration for camp begins...

January 15-February 15th Early Bird Registration $250.00

February 16th- May 1st Registration $300.00

A deposit must be made to your local parish registration officer of $50.00 to hold your campers spots.
Payments must be completed by May 1st 2017.

Physical Registration sheets will be at your local parish as well as online @ norcaldeanerycamp.org >
Registration> Media Consent Form.

Medical Forms must be completed at your parish in person.

For more info, please contact Ilyan Baalbaki : (586) 604-5331.

Save the Date: Valentine’s Party: St. Nicholas Church Annual Valentine party will take place on
February 11" 2017.
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SUNDAY OF ZACCHEUS

Today's Gospel is about vanity and about the way in which it can be overcome, indeed about the
condition and the cost of it. Zacchaeus was a rich man, P° man known in his town, a man whom everyone
would recognise; he was a man of unrighteous ways, and yet something stirred within him when he heard
of Christ and he wanted to see Him. It probably was to a certain extent a desire to see the New Prophet of
Israel, but this would not have been enough to prompt him to do what he did; in the crowd, because he
was too small of stature, he climbed into a tree; sure, he was surrounded with laughter, with mockery and
yet, he so wanted to see Christ, it mattered so much to him to see Him that he was prepared to be mocked,
laughed at rather than let Him pass by. And in all this crowd through which Christ was passing Christ saw
only one man: Zacchaeus, and He called him down and He went to stay with him.

Vanity is that condition of our soul, that miserable condition of our soul, in which we are afraid of human
judgment, in which we derive our sense of worth from the judgment of those who surround us. And
indeed it is vanity, because the things for which we are praised are vain, empty, unworthy of the greatness
of man; and also, we do not turn for praise to those people capable of a sound and at time severe
judgment; we turn to the people who are ready to offer us the praises which we want. This makes these
praises doubly vain, its substance is naught, and the people from whom we receive it are also empty, in
our own eyes, until they speak of us good. St John Climacus says that vanity is the attitude of one who is
afraid of men and is arrogant before the face of God, who thinks God's judgment matters little, provided
that he has the approval of those who surround him.

Is that not a true description of the way in which we stand in life, of the way in which we are prepared to
forget the judgment of God provided we feel supported by the judgment of men? And what is the way
then? Zacchaeus shows us one way: care nothing about the judgment of men because the judgment of
God, the presence of God, or perhaps the judgment of the one who will not praise us but is a person of
integrity and of truth matters more. Zacchaeus did not know Whom Christ was and that He was the Son
of God become the Son of man, but he knew that Christ was a man of integrity and he wanted to see Him,
to meet Him face to face.But then there are also two other ways of shaking off the fear of man, this
dependence upon human's judgment at the cost of our own wholeness. St John Climacus says to us that
the way to get rid of vanity is humility; St Isaac of Syria strangely says the way is also pride, and both are
true, only that the one will give us life and the other will give us death. If we choose the way of pride we
will assert ourselves arrogantly, not only in the face of men, but also in the face of God; our own
judgment shall be the only thing that count, and then we will find death at the end of the road. The way of
humility is that of bowing before the judgment of God. If we are incapable of soaring Godwards, lie
before Him like the parched earth is before the face of the sky, abandoned, helpless, thirsty, hungry,
longing, desperate not to be able to achieve what we wish to achieve, this is the beginning of humility.
But even that may be too much for us, even that may be too difficult for us because we are not used to let
go, to abandon ourselves, offer ourselves to an act of God. Then we can begin to overcome vanity by
gratitude. Whenever we discover that there is in us a moment of vanity, let us ask ourselves: why? Very
often, it is because we have, inadvertently quite often, said the right thing, or inadvertently done the right
thing; we can then turn to God and thank Him that He gave us the opportunity, that He gave us eyes to
see the need, ears to hear the cry, a mind to understand, a heart to respond, good will to bring us into
motion and the mean to do the right thing. Is not that reason enough for us to be grateful, do we not know,
all of us, from experience that it is not the need that will call out of us always, inevitably the right
response? How often there is a need and our heart is parched, and cold, and indifferent? How often
someone cries for help and we understand nothing, how often our heart has been stirred and our mind
began to understand, but we are not used to compel ourselves, and our will wavers, and wavers too long,
until it is too late. And we could go on describing our condition in many more details. Let us learn first of
all to be grateful that God gives us the possibility to do right instead of preening ourselves and be proud
of the fact that for once we have done what should be natural to us always, and then gradually we may
outgrow even that level and still remaining grateful, still remaining amazed at God's goodness.



We may then learn to be humble in a way in which no one knows, not declaring that we are unworthy,
but in adoration of God's greatness, in veneration of other people, in the readiness to forget ourselves
completely for the sake of God, for the sake of any person who meets us and challenges us to be
compassionate, to be loving, to be understanding. And the blindness might fall off our eyes, vanity will
leave us free at least for a moment and we will be able to face ourselves and to face God and others as the
Publican did when he entered the Temple, and did not dare to come unto into it because it was the place
of holiness where God abides, the place where he thought only the worthy ones can come. And we will be
accepted by God because of this recognition of His holiness and the reverence, with which we will treat
Him and our neighbour. Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 X -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131

e

Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation.

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Assoclation.

PASSION, SENSITIVITY &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY

WWW. M iC h q e lL qws F. Co m TRIAL LAWYERS | PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



