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Sunday, April 30" 2017 Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women,
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Pious Joseph of Arimathea & Riahteous Nicodemus

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

This Sunday (40-Day) Memorial Service for the Servant of God Philip Hawawini offered by his daughter Roula
- 1 Hawawini and family. May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against the Hebrews
because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the Twelve summoned the body of the
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we may appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” And what they said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a
proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them.
And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
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THE GOSPEL Mark. (15:43-16:8) At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,
who was also himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the
body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the
body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and
laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath was passed,
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices so that they might go and anoint Him.
And very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”” And looking up, they
saw that the stone was rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on
the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you
seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the place where they laid Him.
But go, tell His Disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told
you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

% St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Cynthia
Rantisi, Fadi Hanani and Jaber Hanhan. Happy Birthday.Many Years!

¢+ Michael, Nadia, Tarig, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Yousef Rantisi on the occasion of his
Name's Day. Many Years!

¢ St. Nicholas Parish for the good health of all those who named: Joseph, Yousif, Joe, Josephine... on the
occasion of their Name’s Day. Many Years!

« Fr. George Baalbak, Parish Council and St. Nicholas Parish Family extend our prayers and love to our
Father in Christ and Chief Shepherd his Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH on the occasion of His Name's
Day (St. Joseph of Arimathea, Second Sunday after Pascha). May God Grant Him many years as our
Father and Chief Shepherd. 2w b sxe ol 52! I

Alter Candle offered by:
Nadia Shatara for the good health of her son Joseph Shatara on the occasion of his Name’s Day. Happy
Name’s Day. Many Years!
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Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:

Wy \'r, Charity Luncheon:

) g This Sunday we will have a delicious luncheon offered by Jiries & Suhair

i %) Hanhan for the benefit our needy people in SYRIA. Many Thanks. We hope that
PN~ all of you support our charity activities.

< Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held this Sunday April 30" after the service.

¥

”

% Mother’s Day Family Night: St. Nicholas Church will have a Mother’s Day “Family- Night” on
May 13" @7:00 pm in our Hall. Music by Najeeb Haddad. Tickets: Adult: $25, Children: $10.

% Three Holy Youths Camp: June 19" — June 23" 2017
Medical Forms must be completed at your parish in person.
For more info, please contact Ilyan Baalbaki : (586) 604-5331.

+* 2017 PLC: 2017 Parish Life Conference will be held on July 5-9, 2017 hosted by St. Michael
Church in Van Nuys, CA.




+¢* 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by St. George
Cathedral. Florida.

< Save the date: October 22" 2017 Ball Dance Contest; We are having our first Ball Dance Contest
in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316

+ Food for Hungry People Boxes Please return your boxes for the “Food for Hungry People” soon.
You may give them to any of our ushers. Thank you!

FEAST OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN, ST JOSEPH OF
ARIMATHEA AND ST NICODEMUS

We remember today the Myrrh-bearing women, Joseph of Arimathea
/4 and Nicodemus, people who in the course of the Gospel are hardly
Ll mentioned, yet who, when Christ was seemingly defeated, when death,
rejection, betrayal and hatred had conquered, proved to be people of
faithfulness and courage, the faithfulness of the heart and the courage
that can be born only of love. At the moment of the Crucifixion all the
Apostles had fled save one, John, who stood at the foot of the Cross
with the Mother of God. Everyone else had abandoned Christ, only a small group of women
stood at a short distance from the Cross, and when He had died, they came to anoint His Body
which Joseph of Arimathea had sought from Pilate, unafraid of being recognised as a disciple,
because in life and in death love and faithfulness had conquered.

Let us reflect on this. It is easy to be Christ's disciples when we are on the crest of the wave, in
the security of countries where no persecution, no rejection is endured, no betrayal can lead us
to martyrdom, or simply to becoming the victims of mockery and rejection.

Let us think of ourselves not in regard to Christ alone but with regard to one another, because
Christ has said that what we have done to any one of us, to the smallest, to the most
insignificant, we have done to Him.

Let us ask ourselves how we behave when someone is rejected, mocked, ostracised,
condemned by public opinion or by the opinion of those who mean something to us, whether
at that moment our heart remains faithful, whether at that moment we find courage to say, ‘He
was, and he remains my friend whether you accept or reject him’. There is no greater measure
of faithfulness than that faithfulness which is made manifest in defeat. Let us consider this,
because we all are defeated, we are defeated in so many ways. We all strive, with whatever
energy we have - a little or much, to be what we should be, and we are defeated at every
moment. Should we not look at one another not only with compassion, but with the
faithfulness of friends who are prepared to stand by a person who falls, falls away from grace,
falls away from his own ideal, frustrates all hopes and expectations which we have set on him
or her. At that time let us stand by, at that time let us be faithful and prove that our love was
not conditioned by the hope of victory but was a wholehearted gift, gratuitous, joyful,
wonderful.

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



