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Sunday, May 28™ 2017, Sunday of the first ecumenical counsel / J3¥) (= sSuall ganall £

?nday May 28" (6-Month) Memorial Service for the servant of God Fuad Hanhan offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!
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THE EPISTLE: the Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)In those days, Paul had decided to sail past
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible,
on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And
when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. |
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among
your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore, be
alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. And now |
commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves
know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things | have shown
you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.”” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
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THE GOSPEL :St. John. (17:1-13)

At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son that
the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom
Thou hast given Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
Whom Thou hast sent. | glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to
do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence with the glory which | had with Thee before the
world was made. | have manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine
they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they know that everything
that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for | have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they
have received them and know in truth that | came from Thee; and they have believed that Thou didst send
Me. | am praying for them; | am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for
they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and | am glorified in them. And now | am no more
in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name,
which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. While | was with them, | kept them
in Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; | have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of
perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to Thee; and these things | speak in
the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.”

Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
%+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week:
Janet Bagleh, Alex Dabit, Wael Hanhan and Hala Batshon Aboujudom. Happy Birthday. Many Years!

Alter candles offered by:
% St. Nicholas church parish family in loving memory of Mary Dudum and Matilda Awad. May their
memory be eternal!

Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:
% Father’s Day picnic: JUNE 18". The picnic will be held at Dr. Hanna winery.
Join us for a fun day with entertainment, music with the super star Wasem Rabih.

Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401. If you need a ride to get there, please
call the church office.

Note: The Divine Liturgy will be held at the Winery. No Service at the church in that day.

% Three Holy Youths Camp: June 19" — June 23" 2017
Medical Forms must be completed at your parish in person. Registration $100.
For more info, please contact Ilyan Baalbaki : (586) 604-5331.

+* 2017 PLC: 2017 Parish Life Conference will be held on July 5-9, 2017 hosted by St. Michael
Church in Van Nuys, CA.for more info, visit: http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html

+* 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by St.
George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

++ Save the date: September 30" & October 1%: St. Nicholas church Annual Food Festival. ..

% Save the date: October 22" 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball Dance
Contest in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.



http://ac2017miami.org/
tel:4158320316

Ascension

| The feast of the Ascension of the Lord is one of the decisive links in our eternal
human destiny. This destiny begins on the day that God calls the world from
non-being into being with his mighty creative word. This world is placed before
the face of God and by the creative word is called not only to temporal life but
to remain eternally in the joy and glory of its Lord. The destiny of the world and
of man begins with God's loving offer of the bliss of friendship with Him till the
end of time. And when man fell away from God, when through the treachery of

: ; man the whole world was given over to suffering, God did not withdraw his
love and abandon us. Never, neither in the hours of paradise nor in the dark years and centuries of the
fall, was God a stranger to the world. He was constantly acting within it, arousing in men's hearts all
that was good and true, sending His guardian angels, His prophets and the messengers of His word,
— and when the time was ripe the Lord Himself entered the life — of the world. When God became
incarnate He entered into the historical destiny of man so that there is no dividing line between this
historical destiny and God's eternal life. But the Lord not only entered the historical destiny of man
by His incarnation, He united with Himself, with His divine nature, all that He had created — our
human flesh which He put on not for a time but forever, our earth, our sky — and demonstrated its
wonderful quality and glory. All that He created is capable not only of meeting God, but of being
spirit-bearing, God-bearing. The created world was not destroyed by its contact with the eternal, by
the burning, divine union, but on the contrary was revivified, transfigured and assumed the true rights
of the created, entered the true destiny of creation. But even this was not enough. After Christ had
defeated death by His death, He ascended into heaven, and, ascending into the depths of divine
incomprehensibility, the Lord took our human nature, the flesh received from the Virgin, the material
of the created world — with Him into the Mystery of the Trinity. St. John Chrysostom trying to
describe the greatness of man says: "If you want to know how great man is do not turn to royal
palaces, but raise your eyes to the throne of God and you will see, on the right hand of God the
Father, the Son of Man clothed with our flesh." Here is the deepest and most glorious manifestation
of man's greatness and of his glorious calling. Christ ascended into heaven on the day of a blessed
and wonderful parting which turned out to be no separation, because by ascending into heaven He did
not get farther away from us, for heaven is not the sky, not a certain distance, but the mystery of
God's omnipresence, the glory that He had even before the world was. And when Christ says: "Deny
yourself, take up your cross and follow Me,” — He is not only telling us that in our temporal
existence we must tear ourselves away from all self-love, accept the whole weight of our earthly life
and follow Him, firstly among the people, thence to Gethsemane and the trial and thence to the cross,
He does not even say that whosoever follows Him thus shall rise again on the last day; He opens to us
even greater possibilities. We are called upon to follow Him and according to His own word, to be
where He is, in the eternal glory of the divine life.
In another ten days it will be Pentecost. We expect that having through Baptism become, to some
extent at least, the Body of Christ and having received communion from Him over the years, we may
now receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Through this gift our renewed humanity may be ignited with
the fire of eternal life. Let us prepare ourselves reverently and attentively, so that the life-giving and
transfiguring presence of the Holy Spirit may be renewed within us. Let us come to church on that
day ready to begin a new life in Christ and in the Spirit and become truly, in reality, not just in our
dreams, what St. Ignatius of Antioch calls the living body of Christ, the 'total Christ’ in which the
fullness of the Spirit resides. And by accepting this spirit of Christ and of Sonship, let us become —
as with even greater daring St. Ireneus of Lyons says "the Only begotten Son of God in the Only-
begotten Son". May the blessing and mercy of the Lord be with us all.
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

- -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



