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Sunday, June 4™ 2017, Sunday of Pentecost /s saiall i

The Epistle: Acts 2:1-11

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from
heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to
them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together,
and they were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed
and wondered, saying, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in
his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues
the mighty works of God."
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The Gospel: John 7:37-52, 8:12

And on the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to
me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living
water."" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit
had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This is really the prophet.” Others said, "This is the
Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ is
descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" So there was a division
among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.The officers then
went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring him?" The officers
answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!" The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also?
Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the law, are
accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, "Does our law
judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee
too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "l am
the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."”

Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
%+ St. Nicholas church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week:
Ibtisam Hanhan, David Hanhan, Elaine Faddoul, Nabil Daoud and Sami Wahhab. Happy Birthday. Many
Years!

Alter Candle offering
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount
of $25.00 or more. Thank you!

Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:

% Father’s Day picnic: JUNE 18". The picnic will be held at Dr. Hanna winery.
Join us for a fun day with entertainment, music with the super star Wasem Rabih.
Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401.
If you need a ride to get there, please call the church office.
Note: The Divine Liturgy will be held at the Winery. No Service at the church in that day.

% Three Holy Youths Camp: June 19" — June 23" 2017
Medical Forms must be completed at your parish in person. Registration $100.
For more info, please contact Ilyan Baalbaki : (586) 604-5331.
Register online @ norcaldeanerycamp.org > Registration> Media Consent Form.

+* 2017 PLC: 2017 Parish Life Conference will be held on July 5-9, 2017 hosted by St. Michael
Church in Van Nuys, CA.for more info, visit: http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html

¢+ 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by St.
George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

++ Save the date: September 30" & October 1%: St. Nicholas church Annual Food Festival. ..

% Save the date: October 22" 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball Dance
Contest in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.
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The Day of the Holy Spirit

We are today keeping the Feast of the Holy Spirit. What do us know about Him? We have heard
wonderful words yesterday; but when we think of Him, of the name He is given in the Gospel,
that which is translated in English ‘The Comforter’, in other translations ‘The Advocate’ — Who
is He? He is the one Who is the Comforter, indeed the One Who consoles us from our separation
from Christ, Who consoles us who are like orphans who long to be with Christ our God, our
Saviour, and who know that as long as we are in the flesh — and this is the word of Saint Paul —
we are separated from Him. But for Him to be our comforter, to be our consolation, we must first
of all be aware of the fact that we a r e separated; and this is the first question that we must ask
ourselves: are we aware of it? Or do we live in the delusion that we are in God, and God in us,
and that nothing more is needed. How much mor e is needed!

He is also the One, Who — as the Comforter — gives us strength, strength to live despite the
separation, strength to stand (fast) and to be the doers of the way, the fulfiller of the
commandments of God, the One Who can give us vigour of soul, determination, power to do it.
But this again, only if we turn to Him and say, Come! And abide in us! Cleanse us! Be not only
our Comforter but our strength.

And lastly, He is the One Who gives us, already now, the joy of knowing how close we are
despite what seems to be an infinite distance between God and us, the One Who, in unutterable
groanings speaks to God from the depths of our being; the One, Who because we are Christ’s own
people, His brothers, His sisters in humanity — and these are His own words — that we are the
children of the Father. The joy of this, the wonder of this, the dignity of this! Indeed also, the
responsibility of this.

And if we think of our world which is to such a great extent alien to God, He is already the
beginning of eternal life; His presence is a decisive event; He beats against the rocks like the sea,
He breaks resistances; He is the joy of eternity, knocking at our door, forcing Himself into our
lives, reminding us of God, of Christ our Saviour, of our greatness and dignity before God, and
that all things are possible in the power of Christ Who sustains us.

Let us therefore responsibly and gratefully keep this Feast; and may the Spirit of God, Who came
in tongues of fire upon the Apostles come to us either, indeed, like a fire that sets us aglow and
makes us to burn like a Burning Bush or touch us like a still little voice which the Prophet heard,
in the wilderness in which God was, in His quiet humility, in His surrender to us, in His love for
us.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
> Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
» Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Airplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Trip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l

— -

TRIAL LAWYERS
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



