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Sunday, June 25" 2017

This Sunday Six Month Memorial Service for the Servant of God Ishaq Qagqish.
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moffered by his family. May his memory be eternal! h

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Romans. (5:1-11)

Brethren, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through
Him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. While we
were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous
man—though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows His love for us in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by His blood, much
more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Not
only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
our reconciliation.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (6:22-33)

The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of
light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and

mammon. Therefore, | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall
drink; nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious
can add one cubit to his stature?




And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil
nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon himself in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God
so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not
much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
“What shall we drink?’ or “What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be yours as well.”
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
+¢+ St. Nicholas Church for the good health of those who have celebrated their birthdays this week: Christopher
Atwan, Nick Baalbaki, Alex Nazzal, Reem Alahwal, Najib Batshon, Eyad Rantisi, Ibrahim Azar, Fuad
Ahwal, George Khnouf, Basma Tannous. Happy Birthday! Many Years!

Alter Candle offering
++ Alter Candles offering by Margerette Qaqish and her family for the six month memorial of the
Servant of God Ishaqg Qagish.

Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:

+*» 2017 PLC: 2017 Parish Life Conference will be held on July 5-9, 2017 hosted by St.
Michael Church in Van Nuys, CA.for more info, visit:
http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html

*¢ Annual Picnic: Sunday July 9", 2017 The picnic will be held at Hanna’s winery.
Join us for a fun day with entertainment. Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401.
If you need a ride to get there, please call the church office.
Note: The Divine Liturgy will be held at the Winery. No Service at the church in that day.

+» 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by
St. George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

+* Save the date: September 30" & October 1% St. Nicholas church Annual Food
Festival...

& Save the date: October 22", 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball
Dance Contest in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.



http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html
http://ac2017miami.org/
tel:4158320316

St John the Baptist and Forerunner of Christ (Very Rev Patrinacos)

Also known as the 'Forerunner of Christ' from the Greek 'Prothromos’, meaning the one 'going
(running) ahead'. John's conception, birth, life, and death, have all been extraordinary. His recognition
as a prophet is surpassed only by his name as Christ's Baptist by which name he has survived in the
history of Christianity. His father was Zacharias, a priest at the Temple, and his mother Elizabeth, a
relative of the Virgin Mary. They both reached old age childless even though they constantly prayed
for a son. One day and while Zacharias was censing the altar at the Temple, an angel of God-Gabriel,
the very angel who brought to the Virgin Mary her having been chosen to bring forth the long
expected Messiah-told Zacharias that God had favourably received their constant prayers and his wife
Elizabeth was to give birth to a son whom they should name 'John’, meaning 'the one on whom the
Lord has taken mercy'. Zacharias' doubtful questioning of the angel and his asking for a sign were
replied with a sign and a punishment by which he would remain speechless until the birth of his son.
When the child's days came to be born and at his circumcision on the eighth day, Zacharias wrote
down the name 'John' as instructed by the angel and his voice came back to him.

When he reached adulthood, John withdrew to the desert in the manner of the Prophets and occupied
himself with contemplation and prayer sustaining his body by eating only wild honey and locust.
About the year 27 AD John appeared at the banks of the Jordan River and began his preaching of
repentance. Those who heeded his preaching and repented were baptized by John in the Jordan as a
sign of spiritual regeneration. He was promising his converts that his baptism in water was to be
followed by the baptism of someone else who was coming after him who would baptize the believers
in the Holy Spirit and in fire. Surely, the 'one after him' came to John and requested to be baptized.
After hesitating John agreed to baptize the One whom he recognized as the 'Lamb of God who is
going to carry the sins of the world'. At the time Christ was baptised, a miraculous voice was heard
from heaven by which He was designated as the beloved Son of God and the Spirit came on Him in
the form of a dove. Thus, the Father was revealed by the voice, the Son was designated in the Person
of Christ, and the Holy Spirit appeared as a dove. John's call to repentance was addressed to rich and
poor alike and unavoidably to the sinful palace of Herod Antippas who was denounced for his
immoralities. In answer to that and at the prompting of his unlawful wife, Antippas imprisoned John.
After a promise given by the king to his wife's daughter by which he would grant her anything she
asked for if she danced at a banquet, John was beheaded and his head was brought to Herodias as she
had asked at the request of her mother. He was believed to have been buried in Sebaste, Samaria,
where his tomb was honoured in the 4th century. But after being desecrated by Julian the Apostate,
about 862 AD, his relics were scattered around the Christian world.

The importance of St. John the Baptist is shown by the fact that the Orthodox Church has decreed a
strict fast on the day on his death, August 29. In Byzantine iconography he is depicted as an ascetic
preacher carrying a staff and a scroll with the words, 'Behold the Lamb of God'. He is also depicted
wearing the wings of a messenger thus signifying his role as the one 'who came before Christ'
(Prothromos). The place of his icon on the Orthodox iconostasis is adjacent to that of Christ. Feast
days commemorating St John the Baptist are January 7, June 24, and August 29.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Tral Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY / DEATH
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TRIAL LAWYERS




ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
433 Airport Bivd, Suite 126 | Burlingame GA
2901 West Goast Highway | Newport Beach CA

REAL ESTATE

Lookingto...

: o JERIES TANNOUS
%~ Commercial and Residential Real Estate 9’}
i g BRE # 00550532 R

& Gell: [6501740-9263
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Sr. Johr of Sarn Francisco Orthodox Acadermnzy

Christian Hearts * Classical DNimds=s * Conmnaanouniaty Sparits

CAII TO SCHFEFDULE A VISIT TODAY?

St John of San Frascisco Orthodox Acadesowy
a2 10 Geary Boulevard San Francisco, CA D121
Admingstration (415) 221 -3484

inforna tion@ stjobnsescadcsny st oy www styohrsascademysforg —— e = — —



8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



