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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:1-7)

Brethren, even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary.
For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the lamp stand and the table and the
bread of the Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent
called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant
covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna, and
Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.
These preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent,
performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but
once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of
the people.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (8:5-13)

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching
Him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.” And
Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion answered Him, “Lord, I
am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant
will be healed. For | am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and | say to one,
‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and
he does it.” When Jesus heard him, He marveled, and said to those who followed him,
“Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come
from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of
Heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men
will weep and gnash their teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you
as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.

Holy Bread of oblation offered by:

% Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell, and Oscar
Moran for the good health of Jane Moran on the occasion of her birthday July 12". Many
Years!

% Radi and Janet Bagleh for the good health of Bashar and Shadi Baqleh on the occasion
of their birthday July 4™. Many Years!

Alter Candle offering
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the
amount of $25.00 or more. Thank you!

Special Thank You:
St. Nicholas Church would like to thank the Wahab family for their generous donation in
memory of Bishara Wahab. May his memory be eternal!

Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:

+» 2017 PLC: 2017 Parish Life Conference will be held on July 5-9, 2017 hosted by St.
Michael Church in VVan Nuys, CA.for more info, visit:
http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html

*¢ Annual Picnic: Sunday July 9", 2017 The picnic will be held at Hanna’s winery.
Join us for a fun day with entertainment. Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401.
If you need a ride to get there, please call the church office.
Note: The Divine Liturgy will be held at the Winery. No Service at the church on that day.

¢+ 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by
St. George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/



http://www.antiochianevents.com/la.html
http://ac2017miami.org/

% Save the date: September 30™ & October 1% St. Nicholas church Annual Food
Festival...

% Save the date: October 22", 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball
Dance Contest in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

Protecting Veil of the Mother of God by Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh

Time and again we ask ourselves what is the aim of the Christian life: what can we do to be true
Christians? A simple, but very realistic reply is to say "Fulfill all the commandments, and you will be
a Christian".

And yet, we may fulfill all the commandments, we may feel that we are right before God, but if our
heart is not in what we do, we have not done what a Christian is called to do, to be, because the
commandments which Christ left us are not drilling orders. In the commandments He reveals to us
what we should do if our heart were pure, if we communed with God, if we were true to ourselves.
These are the things — He says — that should become natural to you, and therefore, you can judge
yourselves by comparing not your deeds to the commandments, but your heart to the inspiration that
would make them natural. And so it is not simply by doing things that this is achieved, but by
becoming the kind of person for whom these things are their true nature; in other words, by willing to
be the true, undistorted image of Christ.

But where do we begin then? It is easy to be doers — how can we change our hearts, how can we
find inspiration indeed to do it? It we think of God, if we think that God has so loved us that, to use
the words of Saint Paul, He came to save us while we were still His enemies, that He gave his life
that we may live free from evil; then what should be our first reaction, our first response? | think, at
that level we should say, "Let my whole life be evidence to God that | have understood: understood
that He believed in me and felt it was worth giving His own life for me, that He hoped that | would
respond, and He loved me unto life and unto death."

If we have understood this, not only the love of God, but the faith He has in us, the hope He has
placed upon us, then our first step should be to build our life in such a way as to be a joy for God; if
we only could think of our lives as a way of giving God a little joy — not the exulting joy of perfect
victory, but a joy which a mother, a father, a guide has when a child, a youth, a grown up man or
woman says, "I do understand, | have understood, and now all my life I will strive to show my
understanding"”. And showing our understanding of God's love, of God's faith and hope does not
consist in singing praises to Him; it consists in making all our life a hymn of gratitude, so that seeing
what we do, how gradually we become new people, how our hearts, full of gratitude and of joy, make
us shine with an inner light, then we will have begun on our spiritual life.

There is a passage in the Gospel, in which we are told, "Let your light so shine before men that seeing
this light they may give glory to the Father Who is in Heaven...". What is this light which we must
reveal, unveil, let freely shine around us? It is not our own light, it is not manifesting our intelligence,
our human warmth, our talents; it is becoming so filled with what is God's, so transparent to His light,
that His light may shine freely, and not be kept, as it were, in the darkness of our soul. Again, — it is
the only way we can cast light, share light with others, because our talents, our intelligence, our
hearts, may well be below those of others, while this light is life, this light is enlightenment, this light
can help others to become new.

So let us begin with simply being actively grateful to God, — actively grateful: not emotionally, but
indeed, to the core of our being, in every thought, in heart, in our will and action.


tel:4158320316
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Tral Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM
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8¢, Micholas Banauet ioom

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



