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July 16th. May his memory be eternal!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNUAL PICNIC THIS SUNDAY! CHURCH SERVICE AT HANNA’S WINERY, PLEASE
JOIN US! Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401
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witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit
to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who has faith may be
justified. Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on the
law shall live by it. But the righteousness based on faith says: Do not say in your heart,
“Who will ascend into Heaven?” (that is, toesbring Christ down) or “Who will descend into
the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? The word is
near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which we preach);
because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is
justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1)
At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming out of
the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have we to do to
Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many swine was
feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou castest us out, send us away
into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and
behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen
fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold,
all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood.
And getting into a boat He crossed over and came to His own city
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Holy Bread of oblation offered by:
 Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell, and Oscar
Moran for the good health of Jane Moran on the occasion of her birthday July 12th. Many
Years!
Alter Candle offering
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the
amount of $25.00 or more. Thank you!
Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:

 Annual Picnic: Sunday July 9th, 2017 The picnic will be held at Hanna’s winery.
Join us for a fun day with entertainment. Location: 5353 Occidental Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95401.
If you need a ride to get there, please call the church office.
Note: The Divine Liturgy will be held at the Winery. No Service at the church on that day.

 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by
St. George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

 Save the date: September 30th & October 1st: St. Nicholas church Annual Food
Festival…


Save the date: October 22nd, 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball
Dance Contest in October 22nd and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
The healing of the men of Gergesene
How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it which touches
our heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day I would like to attract your attention to three
features of this passage.
The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of evil have no
other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make it both a sufferer and one
that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the devils can have no direct action in
this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and through them work the evil within them. So this is
what these powers of evil had intended: to enslave these men and to make them instruments of
destruction, but at the same time to make them suffer for it.
When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall I say, for a place of refuge, a place
where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to in-dwell the pigs. Pigs, in the
eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged in their bodies was a sign for all who
could understand - and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the impurest of the animals. But
what happened next was a demonstration to people of what happens when we allow ourselves to be
possessed of evil, when we allow passions to have power over us - hatred, lust, jealousy, and all the
passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we are doomed to destruction, as this herd ended in
death.
We should remember this because we do not always realize how much we are in the grip, in the power of
those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so on. We are not only
possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the power of evil. And the warning is
clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely, it will mean death; not physical death, but
a total, tragic alienation from all that is life: from God, from love, from beauty, from meaning. We cannot
fall out of existence but we can be possessed of an existence which is a ghostly one, an existence without
life, without content - a shell that is empty, and yet a torment.
And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God become Man. He is the Creator, He is
the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets everything, as it were, the whole of
creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men who are in need of salvation, indeed He is prepared
to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people who do not need Him at that moment alone in order to give
all His attention, all His life, indeed all His power to save these two men. In the face of all the need of the
world He can see every individual need and respond to it with all His love, all His compassion, all His
understanding and all His divine power to save and to heal.
There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of the
country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they were told of what Christ did
for them; they were told who their master was, who was their tormentor; should they not have come to
give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the power of evil? NO! All they saw in
the act of Christ was that they were deprived of their herd of swine. What mattered to them the wholeness
and the life and the salvation of these two men? They were deprived of what was important to them, what
mattered to them more than a human life, and they asked Christ to leave their borders, to go because they
did not want to risk another miracle that would be costly to them. What a tragic - not monstrous, but just
tragic contrast between the attitude of God and the attitude of these people.
Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we shall have is
to say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of helping would be
perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us reflect on this: are we really
on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His Heart is pierced, transfixed with
compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one moment, and then recalculate the cost and turn
away from the need?
Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every act of God is
challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever extent? A disciple

of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or rather one of those who say to
?Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and our security
Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision and act.

يسىع يطشد الش ّش نهبئيًّب

اٌغشث ِٓ ٟثذ١شح غجشّ٠ب د١ث وبْ ٠غىٕٓ٘ ِٓٚ ،بن ٕ٠طٍك ٌ١ج ّشش ف ٟاٌجٍٚ .ً١وأّٔٗ أساد أْ
وبْ ٠غٛع ف ٟوفشٔبد َٛػٕذ اٌشبغئ
ّ
٠جبثٗ اٌش١طبْ ِجبثٙخ ،وج١شح فز٘ت ئٌ ٝاٌشبغئ ا٢خش فارا ثبٌّجٕ٠ ٓ١ٔٛظٙشاْ أِبِٗٚ .اٌش١طبْ وبْ ّ
٠ؼزة إٌبط ٚال ٠ضايٚ ،فٟ
دبالد ِشظّ١خ وث١شح وبْ ُ٠ؼض ٜاٌّشض ٌٍش١طبْ.
ٕ٘ب ّ
٠زؼزة اٌّش٠عبْ ألّّٔٙب وبٔب ٛ٠اجٙبْ اٌغّ١ذٚ ،اٌشٚح اٌششّ٠ش ال ٠ش٠ذ أْ ٠غزغٍُ ،ف١مٛالْ ٌِٗ« :ب ٌٕب ٌٚه ٠ب ٠غٛع اثٓ هللا؟ أجئذ
ئٌٕٙ٘ ٝب لجً اٌضِبْ ٌزُ ّ
ؼزثٕب؟» ٚوأّّٔٙب ٠مٛالْ ٌُ ٠ذٓ اٌذ ٓ١دزّ٠ ٝأرٍِ ٟىه ،فٕذٓ ٔش٠ذ أْ ٍّٔه ف ٟاٌؼبٌُ .غ١ش ّ
أْ اٌشةّ ٠غٛع جبء
طش َد اٌ ٝاٌخٕبص٠ش ،فغشلذ
ٌ١ج١ذ ٍِّىخ اٌش١طبْ ٟٕٙ١ٌ ،اٌششّّ١ٌ ،ذ ٛاٌخط١ئخ .فطش َد األسٚاح اٌششّ٠شح ِٓ اٌّش٠ع ٓ١دزّ ٝغٍجذ أْ رُ َ
ف ٟاٌجذ١شحٚ .اٌخٕبص٠ش دٛ١أبد ِّٕٛع أوٍٙب ف ٟشش٠ؼخ اٌٛٙ١د ٚوبٔذ سػب٠زٙب ُِذظّشح.
٠غٛع ٠طشد اٌششّ ٔٙبئًّ١بٚ ،سِض رٌه ّ
أْ اٌذٛ١أبد رّٛد ف ٟاٌجذ١شح ،ث ُّ ٠ؼٛد ئٌ ٝوفشٔبد٠ٚ َٛج ّشش.
وًّ ِّٕب رؼ ّشش اٌخط١ئخ ف١ٌ .ٗ١ظ إّٔٔب أدٍٍٕب اٌش١طبْ ف ٟلٍٛثٕب ٌٚىّٕٕب أد١بًٔب ٔزٛاغأ ِؼٗٚ ،وث١شًا ِب رذٌٍٕ ٛب ش١بغٕٕ١ب .فؼششح اٌشةّ
ٌ١غذ غّ١جخ ػٍ ٝاٌمٍت ّ
ألْ اٌشةّ ِزطٍّت ٍِٚذبح٠ ،ش٠ذٔب ٌٕفغٗ ١ٌٚظ ٌش١بغٕٕ١بٚ ،ال ٠ش٠ذ أْ ٔششن ثٗ أدذًاٌٙٚ .زا وث١شًا ِب ٔمٛي
ّ
ٌٍغّ١ذٌّ :برا جئذ ّ
ٌزؼزثٕب؟ ار٘ت ئٌ ٝعّبئه ٚارشن ٌٕب لٍٛثٕب ٔغٍّٙب ٌٍش١بغ.ٓ١
ِٓ عٍُّ ٔفغٗ ٌٍىزة ف٠ ٛٙغٍّّٙب ٌٍش١طبْ ِٓٚ ،عٍُّ ٔفغٗ ألٛٔ ّٞع ِٓ أٔٛاع اٌذجً ٚاالػزذاء ٚاٌجغط ،فأّّب ٠غٍّّٙب ٌٍش١طبْ .وًّ ِب
ٔفؼٍٗ ِٓ عّ١ئبد ئّّٔب ٘ ٛرذبٌف ِغ اٌش١طبٌْٙٚ .زا ػٕذِب ٠جشّ س اإلٔغبْ األػّبي اٌمج١ذخ فأّّب اٌش١طبْ ٠زىٍُّ ثٍغبٔٗ.
ثأْ ٠غٛع اٌّغ١خ لذ لبَ ِٓ ث ٓ١األِٛاد ف٠ ٛٙم .َٛأ ِٓ ٞآِٓ ثمٍجٗ ٚاػزشف ثٍغبٔٗ ّ
ِٓ آِٓ ثمٍجٗ ٚاػزشفَ ثٍغبٔٗ ّ
ثأْ ٠غٛع ّ٠ىٕٗ
ّ
َّ
أْ ٠مّٕ١ب ٔذٓ ِٓ ث ٓ١األِٛادّ ،
ٚأْ ٕ٠مزٔب ِٓ خطب٠بٔب اٌ َٛ١أِبَ وًّ رجشثخ ف ٛٙئٔغبْ ُِخٍض .أ ِّب اٌزّ ٠ ٞذػ ٟاٌّغ١ذّ١خ ٠ٚصٍ ٟفٟ
ُ
ّ
ثّغ١ذ.ٟ
وٕبئغٙب ٌٚىّٕٗ ٠جشّ س اٌمجبئخ ٠ٚض ّو ٟا٢ثبَ ٠ٚزغٕ ٝثبٌخطب٠ب ،فٙزا ئٔغبْ ال ٠خٍض ١ٌٚظ
ّ
ٌٙٚزا ئرا أسدٔب أْ َٔخٍُض ٚأْ ٔى ْٛج ّذٌٚ ٓ١ّ٠غٕب ػٍ٘ ٝزٖ اٌّغ١ذّ١خ اٌىالِّ١خ اٌجٛفبء ،فؼٕذئز ٔغجذ ٔٚمٛي ٌٍغّ١ذ «أٔذَ ٘ٛ
اٌّخٍّض»« .ال رزّىٍٛا ػٍ ٝاٌشؤعبء ٚال ػٍ ٝثٕ ٟاٌجشش ّ
فاْ ٌ١ظ ػٕذُ٘ خالص» (ِضِٛس ٘ .)٣ :٦٤١زا ِب جبء ف ٟاٌىزبة اٌّم ّذط.
اٌجشش ال ٠خٍّص ْٛاٌجشش ،اٌغالح ال ٠خٍّض اٌجشش ،اٌغ١بعخ ال رخٍّض اٌجشش .اٌّغ١خ ٠خٍّض اٌجشش.
أعٍّٛا أٔفغىُ ٌٍّغ١خ ػٕذئز رز٘ت ػٕىُ ش١بغٕ١ىُ ٚرٍُم ٝف ٟاٌجذ١شاد ٚف ٟاٌخٕبص٠ش إٌجغخٚ ،ػٕذئز أٔزُ ِطََّٙش .ْٚاثجزٛا ف ٟاٌذ ّ
ك
د ِشبػشوُ ِٓ ِشبػش اٌغّ١ذ .فىًّ ِٓ
ف ٟغٙبسح اإلٔجٚ ،ً١ال رزّغخ ػمٌٛىُ ثألٛاي إٌبطٌٚ ،ىٓ فٍزَفِطْ ألٛاٌىُ ِٓ وٍّبد اٌغّ١ذ ٌٚزأ ِ
ّ
٠شؼش ثخالف ٠غٛع فٔ ٛٙجظ .اإلٔغبْ ِغإٚي ػٓ شؼٛسٖ ،ػ ّّب ٠جش ٞف ٟػمٍٗ ٚف ٟلٍجٗ .وًّ َِٓ ٌطخ ٔفغٗ ثأ ّٞشؼٛس ِظٍُ رجبٖ
أِ ّٞخٍٛق ٚأل ّٞعجت ف ٛٙئٔغبْ ِذّٔظ .أخشجٛا ش١بغٕ١ىُ ِٓ اٌمٍٛة ٚاخشج٘ٛب ِٓ اٌؼمٛي١ٌ ،غىٓ اٌّغ١خ ٚدذٖ ػمٌٛىُ ٚلٍٛثىُ
اٌؼٍ.ٟ
ٚرىٛٔٛا أثٕبء
ّ
جبٚسجٛ١ط ِطشاْ ججً ٌجٕبْ

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.

