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Sunday, July 16", 2017
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council
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Memorial Service:
Forty-Day Memorial Service for our beloved Bishara Wehab will take place
this Sunday July 16™. May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once
or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he
is self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves
to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me
send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (5:14-19) The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven. Think not that | have come to abolish the
law and the prophets; | have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.”
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Alter Candle offering
+¢+ St. Nicholas Church for the good health and wellbeing of Chris Atwan, Hanna Yani,
Suhaila Bouri, Janet Tannous
% Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in
the amount of $25.00 or more. Thank you!

Special Thank You:
We would like to thank everyone that came out to Hanna’s Winery last Sunday for our Church
picnic. You all made it a successful and special occasion. Special thanks to:
Dr. Elias Hanna for hosting our picnic,
Soumaya and Richard Hanna for all the help they offered,
Shibili Azar for providing transportation,
those who labored, provided the music, helped BBQ, and helped clean.

Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:
+*» 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by
St. George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

% Save the date: September 30" & October 1 St. Nicholas church Annual Food
Festival...

% Save the date: October 22", 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball
Dance Contest in October 22" and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: On being true to oneself

Time and again | am asked by people on a concrete occasion ‘What is the Will of God
for me now, in the nearest future?” And I always refuse to speak in God's own Name,
because | believe that all I, or any priest, can do is to stand before God in awe, and say,
‘Lord, Thou art the Truth, Thou art Life, Thou are also the Way — teach this person; be
to this person the Way, enlighten this person with the truth, and bring him to such
plenitude of life as no one can either convey or give’.

And yet there are things which can be done. Each of us is a freeman of God, as St. Paul
said clearly, He says there was a time when we all were slaves of Satan, slaves of our
passions, of our fears, slaves of all the things that press on all sides and do not allow us
to be true people. In Christ freedom is granted; not licence, but the freedom to be
ourselves, the freedom to grow into the fullness of the stature which God has dreamt for
us, to grow into fullness that will make us truly living members of the Body of Christ,
partakers of the Divine Nature.
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On whatever step of our spiritual development we are, the first thing which is required
of us is that we should be true to ourselves: not to try to be anyone except the person we
are; not to try to ape any behaviour, to force ourselves into any mould in heart, in mind,
in will which could be a lie before God, to lie to ourselves, a deception for others. The
first rule is to be true to ourselves; and to be true with all the integrity, all the passion,
all the joy of which we are capable. And what does this mean? Apart from what | said a
moment ago, it means that we must find who we are not only socially, but at another
level. And to do this, we can read the Gospel which is an image of what a true human
being is; not a book of commandments, of orders, as it were, given by God, ‘Do this,
and you will be right in My sight’ — no: it is a picture of what a real human being
thinks, feels, does and is. Let us look into the Gospel as one looks into a mirror, and we
will discover that in so many ways we are a distorted image but that in a few ways
perhaps, we are a true human being already, at least potentially. Let us mark those
passages of which we can say, like Luke and Cleophas on the way to Emmaeus: Does
not my heart burn within me when | hear, when | read these words? How beautiful they
are! How true! That is life!.. And if you find one passage or another to which you
respond this way, rejoice; because at that point God has reached you at the deepest level
of your being, revealed to you who you truly are; but at the same time revealed to you
Who He truly is, shown you that you and He are in harmony; that if you only become
what you already, potentially, truly are, you will become His like, the like of God; a true
undistorted image — at least in one or two things.

Then there is another move; if we want to be truly ourselves, we must remember that
God does not expect us to be what we are not, but what we are. And that we can stand
before God, and say to Him, 'Lord! | have read this and that in the Gospel; | understand
it with my mind; I believe in my heart that it must be true; but it does not set my mind
aglow, my heart on fire; it does not stir my will, it does not transform me yet. Accept
me as | am! | will change — but for the moment | cannot respond to such a
commandment, to such an example. There is a passage so beautiful, to me, in the
writings of St. Mark the Ascetic in which he says, ‘If God stood before you, and said,
Do this, and do that — and your heart could not answer ‘Amen' — don't do it; because
God does not need your action: He needs your consent, and harmony between Him and

bl

you’.

Let us therefore try when we ask ourselves in an attempt to find out what the Will of
God is for us, not in the absolute, but now: where do | already stand? What can |
already now be and do, and do it wholeheartedly with God? — because in the end, the
aim of our spiritual life, of our life and our faith in Christ does not consist in being
drilled into doing one thing rather than the other; it is to establish between God and us a
relationship of true friendship, of a joy of mutual freedom, and within this freedom,
within this friendship, in response to God's love, to God's respect for us, to the faith He
has in us, to the hope He has vested in us, and say 'This person has understood that he is
not a slave, that he is My friend — and He is our friend. What a joy! And it is a gift of
God, which we can give Him as we received it from Him! Amen.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Tral Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY / DEATH

— —

TRIAL LAWYERS




R ONE MARKET STREET, 36TH FLOOR | San Francisco GA
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions

We are located in the heart of San Francisco

Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.



