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Sunday, July 23rd, 2017
THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Romans. (15:1-7)
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the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
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٧-١ :١٥  سوهية:الشسبلة
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THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (9:27-35)
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud: “Have
mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus
said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were
opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and
spread His fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was
brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts
out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every
infirmity.

٣٥-٢٧ :٩  هتّى:اإلًجيل
 فمبي،ْب١ّٗ األػ١ٌذ دٔب إ١ فٍ ّّب دخً اٌج.دٚب اثٓ دا٠  اسدّٕب:ْالٛم٠ٚ ْذب١ظ٠ ْب١ّ رجؼٗ أػ،ع ِجزبصٛغ٠ ّب١ ف،ْ رٌه اٌضِبٟف
 ال، أٔظشا:ًع لبئالٛغ٠ شّ٘بٙ فبٔز.ّبٙ١ٕ١ٕئز ٌّظ ػ١ د. ّب سة٠ ُ ٔؼ:ٌٗ  أْ أفؼً رٌه؟ فمبالٍٝ ألذس ػّٟٔ ً٘ رؤِٕبْ ثأ:عٛغ٠ ّبٌٙ
.طبْ رىٍُّ األخشط١ فٍ ّّب أُخشج اٌش.ْطب١ٗ أخشط ثٗ ش١ٌا إِّٛب ل ّذٙجٚثؼذ خشٚ .بٍّٙ رٍه األسع وٟشاٖ فٙ فٍ ّّب خشجب ش.ؼٍُ أدذ٠
عٛغ٠ ْوبٚ .ٓ١بؽ١ُخشج اٌش٠ ٓ١بؽ١ظ اٌش١ إّٔٗ ثشئ:اٌْٛ فمبّٛ١غ٠ّ أ ِّب اٌفش.ً١ إعشائٟش لؾّ ِثً ٘زا فٙظ٠ ٌُ :ٓ١ٍع لبئّٛفزؼجّت اٌج
. اٌشؼتٟو ًّ ػؼف فٚ  و ًّ ِشعٟشف٠ٚ دٛىشص ثجشبسح اٌٍّى٠ٚ ُٙ ِجبِؼٟؼٍُّ ف٠ ،ٜاٌمشٚ بٍّٙف اٌّذْ وٛط٠

Alter Candle offering
 David and Farida Srouji for the good health of Farida and the family. Many years!
 Jarjura family in loving memory of their beloved mother Najla Jarjura. May her memory
be eternal!
 Sue Wais and family in loving memory of their Father Khalil Fareed Tannous on the
occasion of his 14 year memorial. May his memory be eternal! Also, for the good health
of mother Jeanette Tannous, husband Don Wais, and children Jeanette, Jason, Anthony,
Khalil, and Dylan Yoshida.
Holy Bread of Oblation:
 By Sub-Deacon Michel, Zachary, and Gregory Khoury, for the good health of Judy
Khoury on the occasion of her birthday on July 21st. Many Years!
 For the good health of those who are celebrating the great feast of St. Elijah the prophet,
especially: Elias Batshon, Elias Bazouzi, Elias Haggar, Elias Hanhan, Dr. Elias Hanna,
Elias Jadelrab, Elias Jildeh, Elias Katout, Elias Nasrah, Elias Akram Nasser, Elias
Wajdi Nasser, Elias Qura, Elias Shaheen, Elias Tannous, Elias Khoury, Elias Tawfiq
Hanhan, and Elei Hana and in loving memory of: Elias Shatara, Elias Dayeh, Elia
Saoud, and Elias Louh.
Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:
 2017 Antiochian Archdiocese Convention will be held on July 23-30, 2017 hosted by
St. George Cathedral. Florida. For more info, visit: http://ac2017miami.org/

 Save the date: August 20th, 2017. Ladies Auxiliary Outing. Mandaloun Restaurant: 2021
Broadway St., Redwood City. Everybody is welcome! Mezza and dinner. Star singer Fadi
will be performing. Please reserve by calling Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.

 Save the date: September 30th & October 1st: St. Nicholas church Annual Food
Festival…

 Save the date: October 22nd, 2017 Ball Dance Contest: We are having our first Ball
Dance Contest on October 22nd and we need young men and young women to participate.
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh:
We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak
In his Epistle to the Romans (15:1-7) St. Paul calls all Christians to be the strength and the
support of those who are weak. St. Paul says to each of us and to all the Christian community:
You who are strong support those who are weak.
This must make us ponder. Are we to be called strong as contrasted with anyone else? Don't
we realize, each of us, how frail and how weak we are? Don't we feel that, whatever desire we
have to be God's own people, we have no strength and no power to achieve our human and our
Christian vocation? And at this point we must remember another saying of St. Paul; he too felt
that he was weak, that he did not possess all the strength he needed to fulfill his apostolate,
and he prayed the Lord to give him strength. The Lord answered him and said: My strength
makes itself manifest in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). And St. Paul, having understood what that
meant, exclaims: So I shall glory in nothing but my weakness, because then all will be an act
of God.
But this weakness is not cowardice, timidity, sloth, laziness: everything that could be called
inertia and that prevents us from doing those things which we believe to be right, which our
heart longs for, which our mind understands to be the best, the holiest, and yet which our will
is incapable of bringing into operation. It is a different weakness; rather the awareness that we
cannot achieve the greatness to which we are called unless God helps us. Because we are all
called to be the sons and the daughters of the Most High, to be God's own children; indeed, by
adoption, but once adopted, to be as completely and perfectly God's children as the Onlybegotten Son of God was the Son of God.
But what does it mean that we should support, help, uphold those who are weak? Perhaps we
can find the beginning of an answer in today's Gospel (Matthew 9:27-35). Christ was
confronted with the blind man. He gave him sight. We are surrounded by people who are
blind вЂ” not physically, but in so many ways, people who need to acquire a vision and sight
which would allow them to grow to the full measure of their stature and to be truly happy. Not
in the superficial sense of enjoying the good things of life that leave us all hungry and full of
longing, but with another happiness.
What are the things to which we can open the eyes of others? First of all, make people around
us see how great they are, how important they are to God. Each of us was not only willed, but
loved into existence by God. Each of us means so much to God that He gave His Onlybegotten Son for our salvation: all His Life, His Passion and His Death. This is what each of
us, all human beings in the world, mean to God. This is what so few realise вЂ” that they are
infinitely precious, with the infinity of God. Also, that there is in them this hunger, and the
hunger is too great for the things of this created world to satisfy. Only God can fill them; but
in order to see God, have we not heard, Sunday after Sunday, read time and again, the words
of Christ вЂњBlessed are the pure in heart for they shall see GodвЂќ? So we must call every
person around us to venerate, to reverence his own purity and to fight for the purity of his
mind, the purity of his heart, the purity of his life, so that becoming gradually less opaque,
then translucent, then perfectly transparent, the mind and the heart of man can perceive God.
At this point, everyone can turn to us and say "Physician, heal thyself." And indeed we can
help others only if we ourselves struggle and strive to be great with the purity that allows us to

set God, with the greatness of God, of the Only-begotten Son become the Son of men. There
are many other things which we may discover which are forms of blindness in us and in
others. Whenever we discover them, we must help others to discern them, because even if we
ourselves are not truly capable of being what we should be, at our words others may achieve
what we are too slack or too weak, to do.
And so it is also with the man who was deprived of speech. How many, how many are
speechless before the greatness of God and the beauty of their own selves? There is no way of
discovering who and what God is unless we discover holiness and beauty in us. A Russian
preacher said once "When God looks at us He does not see the virtues or the achievements
which are not there; He sees the eternal beauty which He has implanted in each of us."
This is our message to every person, and this is the message of every person to us: reverence,
love, fulfill this beauty, become great! And then we will have done what St. Paul calls us to do
in today's Epistle: we will have supported those who are frail and weak, not with our strength,
but with the strength of God, because all things are possible in the Spirit of God that upholds
us.

هل ًحي عويبى؟
ّ ّٝي ِزَٛ ثمٛ١ًٌ ا١ ًّ إٔجَُٙغز٠
ً٘ . ٘زا دسط ٌٕب.ٗذ ِؼ١دخال اٌجٚ ْب١ّّب وبْ ِجزب ًصا رجؼٗ أػ١ع فٛغ٠ ْإ
ٟ٘ ٖق؟ ٘زٛاٌّؼشٚ ب اٌؼبشكّٙ١م٠ ّٟخ ِؼٗ وزٍه اٌز١ّ١ّع؟ ً٘ ٔزجؼٗ؟ ً٘ ألّٕب ػاللخ دٛغ٠ ٓٔفزّش ػ
.ش١ ٘زا وٍّٗ رؼج،ٓ ٌى.ظ٠ٌٍم ّذٚ ٔخٛم٠ُ ٌأل٠رىشٚ  ٘زا سِض.ء شّؼخ فمؾّٟخ أْ ٔؼ١ذ١غذ اٌّغ١ٌ .ّخ١ذ١اٌّغ
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.ع ثٕبٛغ٠ ؼزشف٠ ّٝب دزٍْٙ ِثٛاثزٍؼٕب٘ب ٌٕىٚ  ً٘ أخزٔب و ًّ وٍّخ ِٓ ٘زا اٌىزبة.ٍْٗ  ُوٚ  خز ٘زا اٌىزبة:ّٟ إٌج
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ّٝه دز١ٕ١ ػٟع فٛغ٠ ٗؼؼ٠ سُٛٔ ٌٝثأّٔه رذزبج إٚ ش ُِجظش؟١ألشسد ثأّٔه غ
ً٘ ًّب؟١ٍ فؼّٟ ذ١ً٘ أٔذ ِغ
ّ مخ١م ّش ثأّٔٗ ثبٌذم٠ ِٓ بٖ؟٠ؼزشف ثخطب٠ ِٓ الً؟ّٚ بن أ٠رجظ َش خطب
 رانٚشرىت ٘زا أ٠ ٚذزبي أ٠ ّٗٔ ثأٚوزاة؟ أ
س؟ِِٛٓ األ
زشن٠ ً لٍجه١ذخً اإلٔج٠  ػٕذِب.ً١ اإلٔجٍٝأفؼبٌٗ ػٚ ٖمبثً فىش٠ ٌُ ْبٖ إ٠م ّش ثخطب٠ ْغ أدذ أ١غزط٠ ال
.بٙفؼذ٠ ،بٙىشف٠ ، اٌمٍتٟ وبٔذ فّٟئبد اٌز١اٌغ
ّ ،ً١٘زٖ لظّزٕب ِغ اإلٔج
.ٍّّٗ ج٠ ْأٚ ،ٗ١ّٕم٠ ْٗ أ١ٌطٍت إ٠ ،ً خجال،ًب٠ٕزظت أِبَ هللا ػبس٠ٚ ؼخ
َ ُف٠ إْ و ًّ إٔغبْ ِّٕب

ّ ٕطك٠  الٞ ٘زا اٌز.ٜ دبعّخ أخشٟ٘ٚ  أخشطٝع شفٛغ٠ ْأ
ّ َٛ١ًٌ ا١ إٔجٟخش ف٢ء اٟاٌش
يٛذ٠ ئًب١ألْ ش
ّ ي اٌىزبةٛم٠ ثؼذ ٘زاٚ .ٓ ثّذجّخ٠خش٢زّظً ثب٠ٚ ٕىشف٠ ٞ أ،ٍُّزى٠ ٍٗجؼ٠ عٛغ٠ .ْٗ ٔطمٚد
ّْذ وب١إْ اٌغ
. اٌشؼتٟعمُ فٚ  و ًّ ِشعٟشف٠ ْوبٚ دٛج ّشش ثبٌٍّى٠ ،ٍُّؼ٠
ّ ٍّْٛ ً٘ رؼ.ّخ١دٚ أِشاػٕب اٌشٟشف٠ ّْذ أ١ ُّ أْ ٍٔزّظ ِٓ اٌغٌّٙاألِش ا
ّ  ِشع جغذٞ
ّ أْ أ
ِٓ  ًءاٛ أل ًّ عٞ
ّ  أْ ٔمزٕغ،ًّ ثبألل،ة ِّٕبٍٕٛخ؟ اٌّط١ ِٓ ػغٚ ِٓ ثغغ أٚ أ،بي١ ِٓ ادزٚ أ،ْب إٔغبٙشرىج٠ وزثخ
ئخ١ثأْ اٌخط
ٌزٌه الٚ ئخ١غبوٓ اٌخط٠ ْغ أ١غزط٠  ال،غىٓ ٘زا اٌمٍت٠ ّذ ال١ اٌغ.ّٞ ٍُِطّخخ ٌٍمٍت اٌجششٚ ،خ ٌٍٕفظ٠ِؤرٚ ش ّش
.ث ّذ ِٓ ؽشد٘ب
ٌّٝخ إ١بٔخ اٌغطذ٠ أْ ٕٔزمً ِٓ اٌذٌٝٔب إٛذػ٠ ٛ٘ .عٛغ٠ ٕب أْ ٔزجغ١ٍ ػّٟ ٌٙثٕب ثبٌذتّ اإلٍٛإْ أسدٔب أْ رشزؼً ل
.ث ٔزألأل١اإلخالص ٌٗ ثذٚ ِٗؼشفزٚ ،ٗ ِذجّزٌٝ إٞمخ أ١ّبٔخ ػ٠د
ٓٔزّ ّىٚ ،ّذ١ اٌغٌٝثخ ٌٕشجغ إٛ رٌٝإٚ  ثذثٌٝإٚ  ِؼشفخٌٝع ٔذٓ ثذبجخ إٛغ٠ سُٕٛء ثٟإرا أسدٔب أْ ٔغزؼ
ٗ وّب١ٕٔبجٚ ،ادذ ِّٕبٚ ًّ ح ٌٕب ثىٍّبد رخضّ وٛج٠ ّٝأْ ٔغّغ ٔجؼبد لٍجٗ دزٚ ،ٖ طذسٍِٝٓ االرّىبء ػ
.ت١ت اٌذج١ اٌذجٟٕبج٠
ْط ِطشاْ ججً ٌجٕبٛ١سجٚجب
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