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Sunday, August 20", 2017

THE EPISTLE: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who would
examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be
accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only
Barnabas and | who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his
own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without
getting some of the milk? Do | say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for
oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake,
because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we
have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share
this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right,
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL.: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him,
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.




When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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Altar Candle Offering:
+ By Clemence and Abdallah Shami Family in loving memory of Anthony, Anna, Jasmin, and
Jamillah Shami. Memory Eternal!
+ By St. Nicholas Church for our Very Reverend Father George Baalbaki’s birthday on Sunday,
August 20™. God bless and many years!
s Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable to St. Nicholas Church in the amount
of $25.00 or more. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE:
¢ August 20™, 2017 @ 5:00 pm. Ladies Auxiliary Outing. Mandaloun Restaurant; 2021 Broadway

St., Redwood City. Everybody is welcome! Mezza and dinner. Star singer Fadi Hanani will be
performing. Donation: $50.00 Please reserve by calling Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.

+¢ September 30" & October 1% St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival. A lot of items are
needed for our festival. We would appreciate your generosity to donate and help us with purchases.
Thank you for your continuous support.

+¢ October 22™ 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: A Ballroom Dance Show: We are
having our first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22" including: dinner, DJ, raffle, and contest by
HAT. So ladies get out your best HAT and let’s have some fun. Donation: $50.00
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

+* We need your help: Preparations for the Annual Church Food Festival begin very soon. We need
all the help we can get so we can make it as successful as possible. We will be starting at 9:00 am
during all these days. Everybody is welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Khourye
Eman Baalbaki or Gladys Maalouf. We will be making:

¢ August 24™: Kebeh.
*¢ September 6™ & 7™ Fatair & Zaatar.
% September 25™: Kaak
¢ September 27", 28™, 29™ 30" & October 1%: Grape leaves, stuffed zucchini, & eggplant.

ATTENTION: UPDATE: ST. NICHOLAS’ BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT



tel:4158320316

The ST. NICHOLAS BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT is well underway. You will notice some of the
exterior improvements
%+ Check out the west wall where the Sermon on the Mount icon is located. The entire exterior of
the church will be repainted.

¢ Duncan St. driveway has been reconfigured
%+ Driveway near the kitchen has been widened.
% Waterproofing along the Duncan Street wall
We are anxious to complete many of these projects before our ANNUAL FESTIVAL ON
SEPTEMBER 30 AND OCTOBER 1.
We want to thank those who are behind the scenes and have put their time and effort into setting all
the wheels in motion. We look forward to sharing our progress with you.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Mercy and Justice

Today’s gospel is about mercy, and it seems to us so often from the experience we have of our earthly
relationships that the gap between justice and mercy is almost unbridgeable. It seems that the two are
in contradiction. Don't we always fall into the trap of being unjust when we try to be merciful and so
hard when we try to observe mercy. Did not one of the great writers of the past say that a judge is at
the same time below the level of man and above the level of man: above — because he has a power
which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below — because it is not given him to have mercy.
And yet Holy Scripture teaches us that in God justice and mercy have met. But the justice which we
find in God is so different from the kind of justice which we try to apply. For us to observe justice is
to pass a right judgement and then either to revoke it or to pardon but without being able within
ourselves to reconcile compassion and severity. So often when we want to be just, severe, we must
force our heart to be silent. Such is not the way of God. Christ says in the Gospel that our justice must
be beyond the justice of Scribes and Pharisees, beyond the people who try to be righteous before
God, who try to be spotless before Him.

What is God’s justice? We can see it in the Old Testament and the New Testament in a way which at
times may frighten us, that the justice of God consists first of all —and this is perhaps the most
frightening example Christ gives us — in recognizing for everybody the right to be himself even if he
is in the wrong, even if he follows evil ways. Oh, it does not mean that we can come to terms with
evil, accept the ways of it, but we must learn to distinguish, as God does, between an evil deed and a
person, between the sickness unto death of a person wounded by sin and possessed of evil, and a
person whom God has willed and loved into the world and for whom He proved ready to live and to
die. God knows how to distinguish. One of the most frightening and striking examples of it can be
found in the very beginning of human history when Cain murders his brother Abel and then feels that
not only God’s rejection but man's hatred will hunt him down. And the Lord says to him, ‘I will put
My seal on thy forehead and no one will kill you.” And by doing this God recognises that He has
given freedom, a frightening freedom to man and that He is to guarantee the freedom and even its
misuse — but not only that.

If that was the case, then God would be responsible for all the evil of the world and we could
condemn Him for all the suffering that is ours, for all the horror that has been in human history. But
there is one more thing God does. He takes upon Himself all the consequences of deliberate or foolish
human choices. He takes them upon Himself and carries the consequences upon His shoulders.



Christ's incarnation, the incarnation of the Son of God, the life, the suffering, the death, the
dereliction upon the Cross, the descent into hell of Christ, the Son of the Living God become the Son
of Man, are different manners in which God covers, takes upon Himself the consequences of human
evil and evil in the world. His justice consists in accepting the other one on his own terms but also in
paying the cost of human folly and human evil.
And here love, sacrificial love and justice as we do not either understand or exercise it meet in a way
which can frighten. To recognize in another person even when this person is endangering our
integrity, our life, a human being whom we are called to take upon ourselves and carry and save, is
something which few achieve. | have mentioned to a certain number of you the story of a woman of
this parish who is now coming step by step to her death. When she was young she was taken to prison
in the course of the Russian Revolution. She underwent interrogations, and one night when she had
been interrogated for hours and hours and felt that she could no longer endure it, she felt that she
must break the spell even if she must suffer for it, even if it meant punishment... and she turned to her
interrogator ready to challenge, to insult him, but make an end to this endless torment. And suddenly
she saw on the other side of the interrogation table a man pale, grey with tiredness, with anguish on
his face because he was exhausted. And she suddenly saw him as a human being, not an enemy but
one whom the cruel circumstances of human history had put on one side of the table while she was on
the other. And having seen him a human being, she smiled at him. The interrogation did not come to
an end. He smiled back, but he continued to interrogate her. But she was now beyond the power of
being destroyed. She had seen a man; she would answer now with patience to a man and be gradually
drawn to her tomb without hatred, without bitterness in an act of surrender.
This is a great example, but it is not taken from the Scriptures, which seems so often remote, nor from
the lives of saints, which seem to be beyond us, but from the life of a woman who is one of us. Can't
we understand that the first act of justice which may lead us to stern action unto salvation of the
evildoer, is first of all to recognize in him the right, to hate in him the evil that possesses him, to hate
in him all that is destruction in him, but to serve him, indeed to worship him, to serve him as we
would serve our God, to serve him unto salvation. The distance between justice and mercy seems to
be infinitely great in our lives. We must learn to discover what it means to love unto salvation and to
be just with the crucified love of the living God, which He has left with us as our most precious and
holy gift, the Church.
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Tral Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY / DEATH
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TRIAL LAWYERS
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