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Sunday, August 27", 2017

THE EPISTLE: The First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (15:1-11)
Brethren, I would remind you in what terms | preached to you the Gospel, which you received, in
which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to more than five
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then He
appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to
me. For | am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be called an Apostle, because | persecuted the church
of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God, which is with
me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (19:16-26)

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed must I
do, to have eternal life?”” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is,
God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You
shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, honor
your father and mother, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All
these I have observed; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the
young man heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his
disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again | tell
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God.” When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”” But
Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
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Altar Candle Offering:
% By Nader Dahdah for the good health of him and his family. God Bless and many years!
s Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable to St. Nicholas Church in the amount
of $25.00 or more. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE:

*¢ September 30" & October 1% St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival. A lot of items are
needed for our festival. We would appreciate your generosity to donate and help us with purchases.
Thank you for your continuous support.

¢ October 22™ 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: A Ballroom Dance Show: We are
having our first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22"d including: dinner, DJ, raffle, and contest by
HAT. So ladies get out your best HAT and let’s have some fun. Donation: $50.00
For further information please call Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316.

+«¢* We need your help: Preparations for the Annual Church Food Festival begin very soon. We need
all the help we can get so we can make it as successful as possible. We will be starting at 9:00 am
during all these days. Everybody is welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Khourye
Eman Baalbaki or Gladys Maalouf. We will be making:
e September 6" & 7™ Fatair & Zaatar.
e September 25™: Kaak
e September 27™, 28" 29™ 30™ & October 1%: Grape leaves, stuffed zucchini, & eggplant.

CHURCH FOOD FESTIVALS:
% Church of the Redeemer (Los Altos Hills, Fr. Samer Yousif ): September 9" & 10"
% Holy Virgin Mary (West Sacramento, Fr. Paul Baba): September 16" & 17™
% St. John the Evangelist (Orinda, Fr. Nicholas Borzghol): September 23™ & 24™

% St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, Fr. George Baalbaki): September 31% &
October 1

ATTENTION: UPDATE: ST. NICHOLAS’ BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
The ST. NICHOLAS BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT is well underway. You will notice some of the
exterior improvements
+»» Check out the west wall where the Sermon on the Mount icon is located. The entire exterior of
the church will be repainted.
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¢ Duncan St. driveway has been reconfigured

%+ Driveway near the kitchen has been widened.

¢+ Waterproofing along the Duncan Street wall
We are anxious to complete many of these projects before our ANNUAL FESTIVAL ON
SEPTEMBER 30 AND OCTOBER 1.
We want to thank those who are behind the scenes and have put their time and effort into setting all
the wheels in motion. We look forward to sharing our progress with you.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: The Rich Young Man

The Lord warns us today of how difficult it is for a man who is rich to enter the Kingdom
of God. Does it mean that the Kingdom of God is open only to destitute, to those who are
materially poor, who lack everything on earth? No. The Kingdom of God is open to all who
are not enslaved by possessions. When we read the first Beatitude, 'Blessed are the poor in
spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven’, we are given a key to this saying: the poor in spirit
are those who have understood that they possess nothing which is their own. We have been
created as an act of God, loved into existence; we are offered by God communion with Him to
which we have no rights. All we are, all we possess is not our own in the sense that we have
not made ourselves, we did not create what is seemingly ours - everything which we are and
which we have is love, the love of God and the love of people, and we cannot possess
anything because everything is a gift that escapes us the moment we want to have possession
of it and say, "It is mine".

On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the kingdom of those who are aware that
they are infinitely rich because we can expect everything from love divine and from human
love. We are rich because we possess nothing, we are rich because we are given all things; and
so, it is difficult for one who imagines that he is rich in his own right to belong to that
kingdom in which everything is a sign of love, and nothing can be possessed, as it were -
taken away from others; because the moment we say that we possess something which is not
given us either by God or by human care, we subtract it from the mystery of love.

On the other hand, the moment we cling to anything we become slaves of it. | remember when
| was young, a man telling me: Don't you understand that the moment you have taken a copper
coin in your hand and are not prepared to open your hand to let it go, you have lost the use of
a hand, the use of an arm, the use of your body, because all your attention will be concentrated
on not losing this copper coin, - the rest will be forgotten.

Whether we keep in our hand a copper coin, or whether we feel rich in so many other ways -
intellectually, emotionally, materially is irrelevant, - we are prisoners, we have lost the use of
a limb, the use of our mind, the use of our heart; we can no longer be free, and the Kingdom
of God is a kingdom of freedom.

On the other hand also, how difficult it is to one who has never lacked anything, who has
always possessed more than he needs, to be aware of the poverty or the need of another:
poverty - material, emotional or intellectual, or any other lack. It requires a great deal of



understanding and sympathy, it requires from us that we should learn to be attentive to the
movements of other people's hearts and to their material needs in order to respond to them.
One says in Russian 'A satisfied person no longer understands a hungry one'; which of us can
say that we are hungry in any respect? And this is why we do not understand the needs of
people - of one another here, or of people beyond the confines of our congregation.

So, let us reflect on that; poverty does not mean destitution; it means freedom from
enslavement to an illusion that we are self-sufficient, self-contained, the creator of what we
are and what we possess. And also free from enslavement to what is given us to make
husbandmen of God.

Let us reflect on this; because if we learn this, if we learn what Saint Paul said that whether he
Is rich, whether he is destitute, he is equally rich because his richness is in God and in the
human love. Then we will be able, whether we possess material things or not, to be free of
them, and to belong to God's Kingdom which is a Kingdom of mutual love, or mutual
solidarity, of compassion for one another, of giving to one another what we were given freely.
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You won't want to miss :

~-Live Music 139 well known Bay Area singers!
- Hookah Smoking
- Craft Beer
- Raffle to WIN a CAR!

-Debkeh Performances (cultural dancin
—Fantastic & Delicious Mediterranean Food
-Church Tours
~-Henna Tattoos
-Ladies Auxiliarg Kan Zaman Booth ( Photo booth)
-JumPcr for the kids

- and much more!
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd. San Francisco, CA 94131 | (415) 648-5200




Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Redeemer
PRESENTS
Our 36th Annual

0&, Sunday, Saftzmhr 10 « 12 - 8 pm

Come enjoy two days of fun in the sun!
Delicious food, family entertainment, music, culture,
dancing, games, artisan crafts, kids zone, and more!
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The best in live music
and entertainment!

380 Ma dalena Avenue Directions to Parking
Los AItOS HI”S CA 94024 rom San Jose: | m.h‘z > Ma ui|

Parking and Shuttle Available at
Bl‘]dgCS Communlry Church 625 M1gd1|cn1 Avenue ke us ON FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES @ www.facebook.com/orthodoxredeemer






THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ISSA J. MICHAEL, Esq.

Tral Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

» Auto Accidents
» Pedestrians
' Bicycles
» Motorcycles
¥ Taxi
» Buses
' Trucking
» Alrplane & Train Crashes
» Construction Site Accidents
» Explosions, Fires & Burns
» Product Defects
» Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
» Medical Malpractice
» Elderly Abuse
» Falls (Slip & Tnip)
» Dog Attacks
» Assault/Battery & Homicides
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PASSION, SENSITIVITY & THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

ZEALOUS ADVOCACY l
INJURY / DEATH

— —

TRIAL LAWYERS
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
: BRE # 00550532 :
Gell: (6501740-9263




