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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Hts. Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Maher Munib Zabaneh (650) 219-3779
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
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Sunday, November 03, 2019
Dedication of St. George Church in Lydda of Palestine
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Condolences & Sympathy:
Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Halteh families on the passing of our brother in Christ,
Samir Halteh. May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19)

Brethren, | would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For
| did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For
you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the Church of God violently and tried
to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people; so extremely
zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when He Who had set me apart before | was born,
and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that | might preach
Him among the Gentiles, | did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those
who were Apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then
after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw

none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Luke. (16:19-31)

The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired
to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also
died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far
off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.’
But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would
pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” And he said, ‘Then I
beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:

“YOUNG ADULT OUTING: Saturday November 2" 5 PM — 7 PM, come hang out and grab
a tasty bite to eat at Spark Social in Mission Bay. We will have a bonfire pit reserved in front of
the big bus. Contact Shadi Azar for more info. Hope to see you there!

»ST. NICHOLAS FAMILY NIGHT (Sponsored by the Rantisi Families): Saturday
November 23", More info soon!

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Friday December 20,

EVENT CANCELLATION:
++Our apologies, but due to unforeseen circumstances, the young adult pilgrimage with His
Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH has been cancelled. We will let you know of any
updates in case there is a new date for the future. God bless!

Altar Candle Offering:

s»+Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Jean Harb.
God bless and many years!

Parish Council Election will take place on Sunday December 8.
There will be a parish council election meeting for the sole purpose of electing some members of
the Parish Council for the upcoming term. Three are to be elected and one to be appointed by the
Pastor.
Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be
fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Father George
and/or Maher Zabaneh as soon as possible.
In order to vote in the elections, members must be in spiritual and financial good standing with the
church.




Metropolitan Anthony : THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
As every of Christ's parables of the judgement today's parable has got a very simple aspect and at
the same time should be reflected on a deeper level.
The simple aspect is this: you have had on earth all that was good, Lazarus has had nothing; he
therefore receives in eternity all the goods which he has lacked on earth and you are deprived of it.
But this is not the real and deeper meaning of it.
Who is this rich man? It is a man who not only possessed all that the earth could give him: wealth,
a good name, a status among his follow-citizens; it is a man who craved for nothing else. All he
wanted, all he needed was material wealth, a good standing among men, reverence, admiration, a
slavish obedience of those who were under him.
Lazarus possessed nothing; but from the parable we see that he did not complain, he received what
the rich man needed not; he ate the crumbs from his table. But — he had a living soul; perhaps did
he crave for more: who doesn't want to have a roof, who doesn't want to have the security of food?
But he received what was given with gratitude.
And when they died, what did they take with them? The rich man had nothing to take because he
had never had any concern for anything that the earth couldn't give. Lazarus had always longed for
more than the earth could give: for justice, for peace, for love, for compassion, for human
brotherhood — for all those things which make the human being human. The rich man was in
condition which is described in one of the prophecies: Israel has grown fat with wealth and has
forgotten God... The poor man could do no such thing; he was too poor to be rooted into the earth
— he was free. Now, this applies to all of us; because all of us we possess within ourselves both
the rich man and Lazarus. On the one hand, how much we have, how rich we are, how secure, how
opulent. On the other hand, if we are here, it means that there is another dimension within our soul
that longs for something else. But the question is to be asked: if we had to choose — what we
would choose? What is what we really treasure? Is it security which the earth so far has given us
— or is it the vastness, the depth of understanding, communion with God, love of our neighbour,
compassion — so many other things which the Gospel has taught us?
And this is where the parable refers not only to two men of the past, or to others than we are, it
refers to us personally: who am I, — or if you prefer, which is more fair — who predominates in
me? Am | more like the rich man, so rooted into the earth that the things of God, the things of the
spirit, the things of eternity, or simply, what is truly human comes secondly — or am | one of
those for whom what to be human matters more than anything?
And then, there is another thing in the parable. The rich man, seeing himself devoid of all, of
everything turns to Abraham and says, Send Lazarus to my brothers who are still on earth to give
them a warning, that they may not come to this place of torment... And Christ says, Even if one
came back from the dead, if they have not listened to what has been revealed in the past, they will
not believe, they will perish in their sin...
How, that echoes in a tragic way with the situation in which people were when they stood as a
milling crowd around the Cross on which Christ was dying. Some were believers, His own people
— but where were they? They had fled. Some were His disciples faithful at the core of their being,
faithful with their hearts, the women who had followed Him — they stood at a distance; only the
Mother of God and John stood by the Cross.
But in the crowd there were such who, together with the High Priest, the Pharisees who had
condemned Christ, were saying: Descend now from the Cross — and we shall believe... How
many thought: If He only did that, we could believe without taking any risk, believe with security,




safely; believe and follow One Who had already won His victory; but can we, can we possibly
believe and follow One Who now, defeated, reviled, rejected hangs on the Cross between two
criminals? We can't... That is what the parable says; and which is shown in the life of so many.
Where do we stand? Are we prepared to believe Christ's word? Are we prepared, captured by the
beauty, the ineffable, the unutterable beauty of Christ's personality to follow Him at all risk? And
risk, we know, is great: we will be reviled, we will be laughed at, we will be strangers, people will
think that we are tramps on earth, not that we are pilgrims of Heaven; but are we prepared to do
this? We must give thought to these two aspects of the parable; because otherwise it is irrelevant, it
has nothing to do with us — and yet, so much it has! Let us think of it, deeply, standing judgement
before it. God does not judge us in order to condemn. God presents us with reality and asks of us
only one thing: Respond to reality! Do not accept a world which is a mirage! Do not accept
yourself while you remain a mirage: be real, and then you will be children of the Kingdom. And
what can be greater: brothers and sisters of Christ, sons and daughters of the Living God; and
messengers — messengers of God on earth. Can we hope for anything greater? And yet — this is
what is offered to each and all of us! What a wonder, what a joy! How can we turn away from
this?
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE

WWW. M iC h a e lL q WS F. C o m TRIAL LAWYERS | PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




